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Pre-Kindergarten - Kindergarten grades

Getting to Know Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
The Green Patriarch: Take Care of God's Creation

Objectives
By the end of this session students will be able to:
* Give examples of God’s creation on earth

* Understand how HAH Patriarch Bartholomew encourages us to live in harmony with creation.

Resources
O Access to a laptop and to WIFI for video viewing Word Wall
O Video: The Gospel Project: The Creation God’s creation Care
O Photographs of HAH interacting with God’s creation The Green Patriarch
O The Green Patriarch coloring sheet
Things you will need:

* Pinecones- as large as you can find (one per student)
* Sturdy cotton string

* Scissors

* Suet/shortening

* 2 plates or trays

* Birdseed

* Quart-size plastic zip bags
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cstDniigA-w

Directions to make birdfeeder:

S O o A o

Wrap the string around the top of the pinecone, tight enough so that it can resist weathering.

Put a fair amount of shortening over the pinecone and in-between the crevices.

Pour birdseed onto plate or tray.

Roll it in some birdseed until it is well covered. Now you have a natural hanging bird feeder!

Hang it from a tree or wherever you like (home or church grounds) and watch the birds enjoy your thoughtful gift.

To save time and sticky hands, prepare steps 1 and 2 ahead of class.

Pacing Guide for Class

2—5 Minutes

10—12 Minutes

5—8 Minutes

15 Minutes
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Students arrive to class

Group prayer
Reintroduce students to our Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (show photos)
Review Word Wall Definitions

Watch the 3.05 minute video

The Gospel Project: The Creation

Show and discuss the icon of the Creation
Show the photographs of HAH interacting with God’s creation & facilitate class
discussion:

* Explain that HAH is called “The Green Patriarch” because he encourages us to take care of
God’s creation on earth.

* Clarify that the color green reminds us of nature.

* Our Ecumenical Patriarch loves and cares about God’s creation; it is very important to him
and we want to help him.

* Everyone must take care of nature/God’s creation
O Take action
> doing something to care for God’s creation

> today we will help the winter birds have food

Explain that as a class we will help care for the birds that don’t have as much to eat in
winter. We will also color a coloring sheet: “The Green Patriarch”

Students will color “The Green Patriarch” coloring sheet while you take a few students at time
to make the bird feeder.

Students make a pinecone bird feeder to hang at home or around the church.

Take pictures of students making and hanging bird feeders and upload to archons.org website

and your church’s webpage
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S Minutes Gallery Walk

¢ Students walk around to see their classmates’ birdfeeders

* Hang birdfeeders around church grounds

2 Minutes Exit Ticket:

Share 2 ways you will help Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew care for God’s creation

Teacher Resources

Provision materials to ensure you have all you need ahead of class.

Word Wall Defined
God’s Creation Care The Green Patriarch
Everything on Earth was 10 pay attention to Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew loves
created by God. something. God’s creation and wants us to belp him
care for the earth.

“The Green Patriarch” Coloring Sheet

Download and print for your students:

The Green Patriarch Coloring Sheet

Video Link for this lesson
The Gospel Project: The Creation

Video Links for Further Knowledge Building

The Green Patriarch: Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

Praxis: Green Christianity Fall 2009
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FSf97nZw-R6cMVd2c1LwgOAuRozelFbEfha_pR24Zxs/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpT5jmT24/7eMuNkJwyzeYJNLOp5zRig/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cstDniigA-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuSJH72sYJs
https://www.goarch.org/-/praxis-2009-volume-9-issue-1

Icons & Photographs
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Helping The Green Patriarch, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew
Take Care of God's Creation

Objectives

By the end of this session students will be able to:

* Give examples of God’s creation on earth

* Understand how HAH encourages us to live in harmony with creation.

* Articulate why Ecumenical Bartholomew is called “The Green Patriarch”

* Identify ways to help Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew care for God’s creation at home, church and on earth.

Resources & Materials

O Access to a laptop and to WIFI for video viewing Word Wall

O Video: The Gospel Project: The Creation God’s creation  Responsibility

O Photographs of HAH interacting with God’s creation Care Tae Craen Drirtrme b
O Crayons, Colored Pencils

O Graphic Organizer: Helping HAH Take Care of God's Creation

Pacing Guide for Class

2—5 Minutes Students arrive to class

Group prayer
Reintroduce students to our Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (show photos)
Review Word Wall Definitions

10 Minutes Watch the 3.05 minute video
The Gospel Project: The Creation

Show and discuss the icon of the Creation
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5—8 Minutes

8—10 Minutes
S Minutes

2 Minutes
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Show the photographs of HAH interacting with God’s creation

* Explain that HAH is called “The Green Patriarch” because he encourages us to take care of
God’s creation on earth.

* Clarify that the color green reminds us of nature
* It’s our responsibility to care for nature/God’s creation
O Take action
° Doing something to care for God’s creation
O Understand the impact of our choices
° Not showing care is sinful and doesn’t show love for God’s creation

o Caring for God’s creation is showing love for God.

Facilitate a class discussion

* In the Bible, Genesis 1:26 says that God put us in charge of the earth and that we’re to take
care of it. Read aloud Genesis 2:15. Taking care of God’s creation is a responsibility, but
doing so also means we can live in a clean, safe place.

¢ Since we love God, we must take care of His creation.
* What good choices can we make to take care of/be responsible for God’s creation?

° At home, school and on Earth

Chart student responses on white board or chart paper

Students complete the Graphic Organizer (drawing or writing)

Graphic Organizer: Helping HAH Take Care of God's Creation

Gallery Walk

Students walk around to see their classmates’ drawings

Exit Ticket:

Share 2 ways you will help Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew care for God’s creation
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https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A26&version=NLT
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+2%3A15&version=NLT
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpT5jmT24/7eMuNkJwyzeYJNLOp5zRig/edit

Teacher Resources

Provision materials to ensure you have all you need ahead of class.

Word Wall Defined
God’s Creation Responsibility Care The Green Patriarch
E, cal Patriarch
Everything on Earth Taking action and 10 pay attention cHmenicar SUare
: . Bartholomew loves God’s
was created by God. understanding the to something. .
_ _ creation and wants us to belp
impact of our choices. e oSy
Graphic Organizer

Download and print for your students:

Graphic Organizer: Helping HAH Take Care of God's Creation

Video Link for this lesson
The Gospel Project: The Creation

Video Links for Further Knowledge Building

The Green Patriarch: Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

https://www.goarch.org/society/greening-the-parish

* “Greening the Parish” provides resource material for fulfilling our vocation as stewards of creation and working

towards greening our parishes.

Praxis: Green Christianity Fall 2009
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpT5jmT24/7eMuNkJwyzeYJNLOp5zRig/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cstDniigA-w
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuSJH72sYJs
https://www.goarch.org/society/greening-the-parish
https://www.goarch.org/-/praxis-2009-volume-9-issue-1

Icons & Photographs
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3rd - 4t Grades

Stewards of God's Creation: Helping Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew, The Green Patriarch Spread the Word

Objectives

By the end of this session students will be able to:

* Define steward in terms of Christian care of God’s Creation

* Understand how HAH encourages us to live in harmony with creation.

* Articulate why Ecumenical Bartholomew is called “The Green Patriarch”

* Identify ways to help Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew spread the word to care for God’s creation at home,
church and on earth.

Resources
O Access to a laptop and to WIFI for video viewing Word Wall
O Be the Bee #108 Why Christians Care for the Environment God’s creation  Responsibility

O Photographs of HAH interacting with God’s creation Steward The Green Patriarch

O Project Ideas:

Download instructions for:

Write a Poem: We Care for God's Creation

Make a Cross from Recycled Material

Pacing Guide for Class

2—5 Minutes Students arrive to class

Group prayer
Reintroduce students to our Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew (show photos)
Review Word Wall Definitions
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBfPJ1ikxbM
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGplx8T2_s/VI5qlhp7F0uZ0nzJ7qvPfA/edit
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpmQiCCvw/4jCRJq8jzUmuAz7njtDZSg/edit

10—-15 Minutes

15 Minutes

8—10 Minutes

2 Minutes

Watch the 9.22-minute video
Be the Bee #108 Why Christians Care for the Environment

After viewing:
* Askstudents to “turn and talk” to their neighbor:
O Explain why we are ‘stewards’ of God’s Creation
O Explain why HAH is called “The Green Patriarch”?
* Reiterate: It’s our responsibility to be ‘stewards’ care for nature/God’s creation
O Take action
° Doing something to care for God’s creation
O Understand the impact of our choices
° Not showing care is sinful and doesn’t show love for God’s creation

o Caring for God’s creation is showing love for God.

Complete Class Project:

* Select one of the project ideas listed below:
O Poem
O Cross-making from recycled items

O Idea Dump: Greening Your Parish: Being Stewards of God’s Creation

Students share or class reviews their completed project.

Take pictures to share with local parish and the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew through

uploading to www.archons.org

Exit Ticket:

Share 2 ways you will be a steward of God’s Creation and help Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew spread the word to your family and friends.

Teacher Resources

Provision materials to ensure you have all you need ahead of class.

Word Wall Defined
God’s Creation Responsibility Steward The Green Patriarch
) Taking action and A caretaker or care giver. Ecumenical Patriarch
Everything . ,
Lavth understanding As Christians we are Bartholomew loves God’s
on Earth was i .
the impact of our charged with caring for creation and wants us to help
created by God. . .
choices. God’s Creation. him care for the earth.
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http://www.archons.org

3 Project Ideas
1. Write a poem as a class or each individual student that highlights how we can help Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew be good stewards of God’s Creation.

* Download and print instructions for your class:

O Write a Poem: We Care for God's Creation
O Upload poems to www.archons.org
2. Use recycled materials to make crosses:

* Download and print instructions for your class:

O Make a Cross from Recycled Material

¢ Take pictures of the crosses, share with your parish family/church website and upload to www.archons.org

3. Make a list of ways your church can be ‘Stewards of God’s Creation’:
* Download and print page for your class:
O Brainstorm/Idea Dump Sheet
* Brainstorm ways that your church can become ‘green’!
O ‘Brain Dump’ Ideas could include:
> Coffee hour waste
o Office/Sunday school paper waste
> Recycling bins

¢ Share the list with your priest and parish council. Consider adding to church website and/or weekly bulletin.

Video Link for this lesson
Be the Bee #108 Why Christians Care for the Environment

Video Links for Further Knowledge Building

The Green Patriarch: Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

The Gospel Project: The Creation
https://www.goarch.org/society/greening-the-parish

* “Greening the Parish” provides resource material for fulfilling our vocation as stewards of creation and working
towards greening our parishes.

Praxis: Green Christianity Fall 2009
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https://www.canva.com/design/DAGplx8T2_s/VI5qlhp7F0uZ0nzJ7qvPfA/edit
http://www.archons.org
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpmQiCCvw/4jCRJq8jzUmuAz7njtDZSg/edit
http://www.archons.org
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGpmpUUvZU/mWwWGMYuu7GJj0N9jcpT1g/edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gBfPJ1ikxbM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FuSJH72sYJs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=cstDniigA-w
https://www.goarch.org/society/greening-the-parish
https://www.goarch.org/-/praxis-2009-volume-9-issue-1
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God Cares for Creation

Name: Date:

Directions: Draw a line to match each creation with one way that God cares for it.

People * Q Food, clothing, homes
PN u
Q
Birds ‘ Q Has its own special animals with fins

) : Water to swim in and a way to breathe
Fish
0 under water

Dogs l Q Can bloom and be colors of the rainbow
Flowers % L Q Space to fly

Sky Q Has its own special animals with wings

Oceans

Q People to take care of them

ORNONBONBOBORONC

What is one way that God cares for you?
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Upper Elementary

Objectives

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to:

* Summarize what the Phanar is and where it is located.

* Identify the important feast days celebrated at the Phanar.

¢ Create a calendar of dedicated events at the Phanar.

Resources
Word Wall
O See rolling calendar at the bottom of this document
O Blank shell Phanar Commemorate
O Scissors/glue stick Feast Day
Agenda
2-3 Minutes Students will participate in group prayer
5—7 Minutes Teacher will review the Word Wall Vocabulary
5—7 Minutes Watch video and share discussion questions
15 Minutes Review calendar and place in calendar order with brief description of each feast day
2—-3 Minutes Wrap up and Exit Ticket

Archons
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In addition to these great feasts, the Orthodox Church commemorates numerous saintly lives and miraculous events
throughout the year. In addition to the solemn commemoration of Saturdays and the festive celebration of Sundays,
the Ecumenical Patriarchate also keeps certain of these holy days as administrative holidays. Major holidays at the
Phanar include:

Date
January 1
January 6
January 30
March 25

April 23

June 11

June 29
August 15
September 1
September 14
November 21
November 30

December 25

Event

Feast of St. Basil the Great, Archbishop of Caesarea of Cappadocia
Feast of the Theophany, the Baptism of the Lord

Feast of the Three Hierarchs

Feast of the Annunciation

Feast of St. George the Trophy Bearer

Feast of St. Bartholomew the Apostle, Name Day of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew I

Feast of Sts. Peter and Paul

Dormition of the Theotokos

Opening of the ecclesiastical year.

Elevation of the Holy Cross

Entrance of the Theotokos into the Temple

Feast day: Commemoration of St. Andrew, the “first-called of the Apostles”

Feast of the Nativity of the Lord

Archons
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January 1 January 6 January 30 March 25 April 23

---------------------------------------------------------------

' ' 1
------------ L et
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June 11 June 29 August 15 ESeptember1 ESeptember14§

---------------------------------------------------------------

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

Celebrations
Nativity of our Ecclesiastical Elevation of Presentation of
Lord Jesus Christ New Year the Cross E Theotokos at the
————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————————— : Temple
Feast of Saint Basil Feast of Saint Feast o.f t}.le R
Bartholemew Annunciation
Theophany of Feast of Saints Dormition of the
Christ Peter and Paul Theotokos
Feast of Saint Feast of Three Feast of Saint
Andrew Hierararchs George
Descriptions
" 1. He was the “first called” . 6. The Holy Baptism of our Lord | 9. Saint and Martyr shows in
. Apostle of Christ . Jesus Christ . icons as slaying dragons
| 2. Hels th(? patron .samt cihul : 10. Founders of the early church
. Ecumenical Patriarch . 7. Ioakim and Anna take their ‘
et daughter to the Holy Temple  f--o-oooooooooeee e
. 3. The angel Gabriel brought i to dedicate her life to God . 11. First day of the New Year in
. Good News to our Theotokos : the Orthodox Church
4. Our Most Holy Theotokos 8. Basil the Great, Saint Gregory 12. The finding of Christ’s cross
; fell asleep in the Lord i the Theologian’ and Saint i by Saint Helen ‘
prrrssseseeesessssssoeeeeeeeeseoo - John Chrysostom-—three
' 5. He is the Great, Archbishop | early bishops of our Orthodox : 13. The birth of our Lord and !
. of Caesarea of Cappadocia . church : Savior, Jesus Christ
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Middle School
Halki Theological School: A Critical Issue for our Patriarch

Objectives

By the end of this session students will be able to:

* Define seminary

* Summarize timeline of events and fast facts about the Halki Theological School

* Identify ways to support efforts to reopen the Halki Theological School

Resources

O Access to alaptop and to Wi-Fi for documentary viewing
and research Word Wall

O Fast Facts Handout, scissors, and glue stick Seminary Halki Theological School

O Sentence Strips and Timeline Activity Comsnifngle

O Print out of the graphic organizer

Pacing Map
2 Minutes Students arrive to class
Group prayer
S Minutes Define Seminary
Have students read Article taken from Halki Theological School - Patriarchate of
Constantinople
Ask students to share one fact they learned
4 Minutes Watch mini documentary

MUST SEE VIDEO: The Facts About Halki Seminary in 2 Minutes

Archons
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https://patriarchateofconstantinople.com/halki-theological-school.html
https://patriarchateofconstantinople.com/halki-theological-school.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PJ00eBdBJpI

1. What were you surprised to learn in this mini documentary?

2. Did you hear something that struck you as unfair? What was it? How is it unfair in your

S Minutes Debrief the mini documentary
Guiding Questions
estimation?
10 Minutes
5—7 Minutes Debrief timelines with students
2 Minutes Exit Ticket:

Have students work in teams to assemble their critical Halki Theological School Timelines

Two things you learned about the Halki Theological School

Article taken from Halki Theological School - Patriarchate of Constantinople

The Holy Theological School of Halki

The seminary is located at the top of a hill called the

Hill of Hope, on the site of the Monastery of the

Holy Trinity, founded by Patriarch Photios I, almost a
thousand years before the foundation of the theological
school. During Ottoman rule the monastery fell into
disrepair. The reestablishment and reconstitution of the
monastery are associated with the Ecumenical Patriarchs
Photius I the Great, Metrophanes I1I, and Germanos IV.
Germanos IV (1872-1845) visited the monastery in 1842
and saw the School's reconstruction and reconstitution
which was approved by the Turkish authorities. In 1844,
Patriarch Germanos IV converted the monastery into a
school of theology, which was inaugurated on 1 October
1844. All the buildings, except for the 17th-century
chapel, were destroyed by the 1894 Istanbul earthquake,
but were rebuilt by architect Periklis Fotiadis and
inaugurated on 6 October 1896.

When established in 1844, the school had seven grades, four
high school level and three higher level (theological grades).
In 1899, the high school division was dissolved and the
school functioned as an academy with five grades. In 1923,
on the establishment of the Turkish Republic, the seven-
grade system was restored (4 high school + 3 higher level).
In 1951, it was changed to 3 high school + 4 higher level.

The facilities include the Chapel of the Holy Trinity,

sports and recreational institutions, dormitories, an

Archons
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infirmary, a hospice, offices, and the school's library
with its historic collection of books, journals, and
manuscripts. The library contains over 120,000 books,
one of the largest in the region.

There have been 990 graduates of the theological school
and many have become priests, bishops, archbishops,
scholars, and patriarchs.[4][6] Many former students

are buried in the grounds of the school. Orthodox
Christians from around the world have attended and
graduated from the theological school and the alumni are
distributed around the world.

It’s been 50 years since the Turkish government closed the
Greek Orthodox Theological School of Halki, also known
as the Halki Seminary. The school continues to be unable
to educate or train clergy in a country with a historical
but dwindling Greek Orthodox community. The Halki
Seminary’s continued closure poses an obstacle to the
survival of that community within Turkey.

The international community—including U.S. presidents
and other high-ranking officials from the United States
and Europe—have joined the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
calling upon the Turkish government to reopen the Halki
Seminary to no avail. Although Turkish officials have at
times appeared inclined to support the reopening of the
seminary, none have taken any concrete steps to do so.
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Halki Theological School: A Timeline

4. Halki Theological School begins to receive attention US Congress votes to
support reopening of Halki Theological School

5. President Barack Obama affirms his support for Halki Theological School
religious freedoms around the world
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Halki Timeline

(Teacher’s Answer Sheet)

Year Event

1884 Patriarch Germanos IV converted monastery into a school of theology
1924 Seminary opens officially

1939 World War II begins

1943 Massacre at Kalavryta by Germans forces destroyed Agia Lavra

1955 73 churches are destroyed at the directive of Turkish government
1971 Halki Seminary is closed by Turkish authorities

1974 Turkey invades Cyprus

Halki Seminary begins to receive attention US Congress votes to support

1999 reopening of Halki Seminary
President Barack Obama affirms his support for Halki Seminary and religious
2009
freedoms around the world
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Halki Timeline

Students will glue years and events in the graphic organizer below

Year Event
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Teacher Resources
* Provision materials to ensure you have all that you need ahead of time for class

* Definition of Seminary: A seminary, school of theology, theological college, or divinity school is an educational
institution for educating students (sometimes called seminarians) in scripture and theology, generally to prepare
them for ordination to serve as clergy, in academics, or mostly in Christian ministry.

* 50 Years and Counting: The Continued Closure of Halki Seminary in Turkey | USCIRF (podcast and interview

with Archbishop Elpidophoros.

There were 990 graduates
from Halki Seminary
including 2 saints, 7
patriarchs, 7 archbishops,
and 6 metropolitans.

(2)

Halki was considered the
"iron theological arm” of
the Ecumenical Patriarch.

(2)

Halki's closure is a form
of religious persecution.
At one point there were
2 million Orthodox

Christians in Turkey. Today,
there are less than 5,000.

(¢)

Today, there is renewed
energy to apply political
pressure on the Turkish Fast Facts

government to allow Halki Seminary

Halki to reopen.

In November 1998, Halki's
Board of Trustees were
ordered to disband by

an agency of the Turkish
government. International
criticism ensued.

(+)

The seminary section of
Halki was closed down and
although the high school
remains open, the Turkish
government does not permit
students to attend.
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Issue of the Patriarch: Persecution of Religious
Minorities in Turkey

Objectives

By the end of this session students will be able to:

* Define religious freedom

* Summarize issues of concern for our Patriarch in relation to Orthodox Identity and Religious Freedom

* Identify ways to further students’ knowledge on this topic and begin to build their fluency in matters of Orthodoxy
around the world

Resources
O Graphic Organizer Word Wall

O Copies of Articles, Pens, and/or Pencils and Highlighters Religious Freedom for Orthodox Christians

Orthodox Identity
Pacing Guide for Class
2—5 Minutes Students arrive to class
Group prayer
Review Word Wall Definitions
20 Minutes Silent Reading and Complete the Graphic Organizer (students may work in pairs to

complete the graphic organizer).

While you Read, Use the Following Reading Strategies:

* Underline facts that surprise you
¢ Circle words that are new to you

* Put a question mark next to things you do not understand
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* Have students review what they captured in their graphic organizers

* Review Call to Action with Students so that they understand they can continue to learn

10 Minutes Debrief the article and graphic organizer questions
Guiding Questions:
* Make sure students are additive and not repetitive in their answers
and give voice to matters of Orthodoxy.
2 Minutes Exit Ticket:

Turn in your graphic organizer to your teacher and share 2 facts that made the most significant

impression on you.

Reading Assignment (Taken from Archons.org website)

The Systematic Persecution of Religious Minorities in Turkey

By Hon B. Theodore Bozonelis

Despite the world-wide recognition of the status of

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

as the spiritual leader of all Orthodox Christians, the
government of Turkey will give no legal standing and
status to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the historical
Holy Center of Orthodox Christianity at the Phanar, in
Istanbul. The lack of legal standing and status in essence
nullifies property and other fundamental civil rights in
Turkey for the Ecumenical Patriarchate which precludes
its full exercise of religious freedom. The Ecumenical
Patriarchate cannot own in its name the churches to
serve the faithful or the cemeteries to provide for their
repose. Since it lacks a legal standing, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate is powerless to pursue legal remedies to
assert property rights or even seek to repair deteriorating
property without government approval.

Instead and in lieu of legal standing, Turkey has
established a system of minority (community)
foundations for Orthodox Christians and other non-
Muslim religious minorities to hold properties supervised
and controlled by the Turkish government’s General
Directorate of Foundations. The Directorate regulates all
the activities of religious community foundations which
include approximately 75 Greek Orthodox, 42 Armenian
and 19 Jewish foundations. The 1935 Law on Religious
Foundations, and a subsequent 1936 Decree, required
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all foundations, Muslim or non-Muslim, to declare
their properties by registering the same with the General
Directorate of Foundations.

Through its controls, the government of Turkey has
nationalized and/or declared certain Greek Orthodox
and other religious minority foundations as non-
functioning with no right of appeal. This resulted in
the systematic seizure of thousands of properties of
Christian and other non-Muslim religious minorities in
the years that followed, including thousands of income
producing and valuable properties of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate. In 1936 the Ecumenical Patriarchate, its
churches and institutions, owned approximately 8,000
properties. In 1998, 2,000 remained and today fewer
than 500 properties are owned by minority foundations
loyal to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, most of which are
churches, cemeteries, or other properties which produce
no income.

With Turkey seeking accession to the European Union,
it sought to improve the property restrictions on non-
Muslim religious minority foundations. In this regard,
the 1935 Law on Religious Foundations was amended
during the years of 2002 to 2008 to allow religious
minority foundations, with restrictions, to acquire
properties and apply for the return of confiscated
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properties. Within this historical context, Turkey’s

then Prime Minister, Recep Tayyip Erdogan (now
President), also announced by Decree, not parliamentary
law, on August 27, 2011, that 162 recognized minority
foundations may apply to regain religious properties
declared and registered in 1936 and confiscated from
them by the state or they could seek compensation. The
Decree provided that applications to regain properties
generally had to be made within 12 months—by August
27, 2012— and regulations for implementation were
adopted October 1, 2011.

Of the 162 recognized minority foundations, more
than 70 Greek Orthodox foundations claimed and
timely submitted applications for more than 1200
properties in issue. Of these applications, more than
300 were accepted, and some 900 were rejected. Of
the applications that were accepted, few resulted in the
actual transfer of title and few were income producing
properties. Although disputed by Turkey, religious
minorities reported that administration by the General
Directorate of Foundations was slow and arbitrary as
even accepted applications were not always processed.
The August 27, 2012 submission deadline also did not
allow sufficient time to submit the required volume of
paper work for most of the property applications. This
was further complicated by the fact that local Turkish
Government offices did not timely respond to requests
for title documents which prevented processing within

the deadline.

In addition, the Decree is limited. Properties not declared
by religious minority foundations under the 1936 law are
not covered. Also, certain religious institutions, including
Catholic churches, do not have foundations or a legal
status and are not covered. Most important, it does

not address the properties of seized religious minority
foundations that the government took over because of
its claim of lack of foundation management or charitable
purposes. Further, under the Decree, the determination
of compensation, when in issue, is not made by an
independent body but rather by the government.

Accordingly, despite Turkey’s claims that the value
of properties returned to all non-Muslim religious
minorities exceeds one billion dollars, the application
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procedures in reality proved to be more form over
substance. In the end, it was not just the number

of properties returned to foundations loyal to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate or other religious minority
foundations that mattered, but the quality of properties
returned. If properties are not income producing, they
cannot be properly maintained. In this regard and of
most importance, the Turkish government continued

to delay or allow the election of religious minority
foundation board members to manage the properties.
Without functioning religious minority foundations, the
return of property is meaningless because the properties,
under existing Turkish law, cannot be managed
effectively. Turkish law also restricts the eligibility of
Orthodox Christians who wish to serve as religious
minority foundation board members to manage the
foundations. Clergy are not allowed to serve. With the
significant decline in population of Orthodox Christians
eligible to be elected board members, the religious
minority foundations will not be able to sustain returned
properties. With the lack of legal standing and status, the
government then has the ability to declare the property
abandoned and seize the same without compensation.

While Turkey points to the fact that its Sunni

Muslim majority religion also lacks a legal personality,
the Sunni Muslims are treated in a more favorable
manner. For all practical purposes Sunni Muslims
have a “legal status” exercised through The Diyanet or
Directorate ( Presidency ) of Religious Affairs of the
government which is all Sunni Muslim, and in effect
controls the exercise of religious freedom in Turkey.
The Diyanet administers mosques which must be all
Sunni and oversees all its religious training schools.

It obtains billions of dollars from the government to
function. Imans and other religious employees are
paid by the government. Without any such financial
support combined with the lack of a legal status, non-
Muslim religious minorities, including the Ecumenical
Patriarchate and Turkey’s Alevi Muslim minority,
have difficulty in exercising religious freedom without
sufficient foundation properties to produce income. The
General Directorate of Foundations in its administration
has limited the financial viability of religious minority
community foundations.
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The European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) has
been an alternative avenue to pursue Christian and
other non-Muslim religious minority property rights

in Turkey. For example, after extensive litigation, the
Ecumenical Patriarchate obtained a ECHR Judgment

in 2008 for the return of the Prinkipos (Buyukada)
Orphanage Building. The Judgment produced in
November 2010 a deed title for the property in the

name of Rum Patrikbanes:, Patriarchate of the Roman
Greeks, the official name for the Ecumenical Patriarchate
used by the government of Turkey. The deed title as
issued and accepted by the Turkish courts in the name
of Rum Patrikbanesi in eftect created a de factolegal
status. It established a legal argument to further the cause
of obtaining official recognition of a legal personality for
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and all religious minorities.

Also, in March 2011, Turkey implemented a ECHR
Judgment of March 2009 which returned property rights
to the Greek Orthodox minority foundation, Kimisis
Theodokou Greek Orthodox Church, on the island of
Tenedos (Bozcaada).

Further, a significant ECHR case was settled in 2013
whereby the General Directorate of Foundations
returned the historic former Ayia Foka Greek Elementary
School building in Istanbul to the foundation

despite the fact that it was utilized as the offices of the
government’s European Union Ministry. However, the
government of Turkey has refused to recognize these
developments as confirming legal status and has failed

to register additional properties in the name of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate. The lack of legal status persists.
This is in stark contrast to Turkey’s international

and national human rights obligations. Turkey is a
member of the United Nations, Council of Europe,
NATO, Organization for Security and Cooperation in
Europe (OSCE) and in 2005 began formal accession
negotiations to join the European Union. Moreover,

by virtue of its membership in all these organizations,
Turkey has taken on binding obligations to protect the
rights of religious minorities.

As a participating state in OSCE, Turkey has obligations
under Article VII of the Helsinki Accords to guarantee
and protect the rights of national minorities. The
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Concluding Document of the 1989 Vienna Meeting of
the organization requires participating states to protect
the rights of religious communities. As a member of the
Council of Europe, Turkey has ratified the European
Convention on Human Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms. Article 9 of the Convention requires Turkey as
a member state to protect freedom of religion, including
the right to manifest religion in worship, teaching,
practice, and observance, subject only to limitations

as necessary in a democratic society in the interests of
public safety, for the protection of the public order,
health or morals, or for the protection of the rights and
freedoms of others. In the Treaty of Lausanne of 1923,
Turkey guaranteed freedom of religion to its non-Muslim
religious minorities. Articles 40 and 42 granted non-
Muslim religious minorities autonomy and legal status.
Al facilities and authorisation will be granted to the
pious foundations, and to the religious and charitable
institutions of the said minorities at present existing in
Turkey, and the Turkish Government will not refuse, for
the formation of new religious and charitable institutions,
any necessary facilities which are guaranteed to other
private institutions of that nature.” (Article 42, para. 3).

With the lack of legal standing on property rights for
the Ecumenical Patriarchate and other non-Muslim
religious minorities, these rights have not been respected
by Turkey. History has also shown that the Ecumenical
Patriarchate itself has been further deprived of other
significant properties by virtue of its religious identity.

During the time of the Treaty of Lausanne negotiations,
the Turkish delegation demanded that the Ecumenical
Patriarchate be removed from Turkey as it symbolized
the last remnants of an international Christian and
Greek religious presence in Turkey. Further, at that time,
a bill was introduced in the government of Turkey to
establish a so-called Turkish National Orthodox Church
to counter the Ecumenical Patriarchate. This attempt

to create a Turkish National Orthodox Church with
government support was led by a since excommunicated
village priest known as “Papa Eftim,” who in 1922
proclaimed a “Turkish Orthodox Patriarchate” with no
authority, recognition or congregation. The status of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate to be recognized and remain in
Turkey was finally settled by the Treaty of Lausanne in
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1923 and reaffirmed by a League of Nations Settlement
in 1930. However, this unrecognized priest, with
Turkish government support, had seized in the interim
Ecumenical Patriarchate churches and properties in the
Galata region of Istanbul that his family descendants
continue to hold to date. The Ecumenical Patriarchate
has repeatedly called upon the government of Turkey to
return the churches and properties unlawfully seized but
to no avail.

Further complicating religious freedom, property

and fundamental rights for Christian and other non-
Muslim religious minorities is the recent political

unrest in Turkey. In July 2016, an attempted coup
against the government of Turkey took place by an
alleged faction of the military which Turkey blamed

on Fethullah Gulen, a Muslim cleric and his followers.
The government called on Turkish citizens to flood the
streets and thwarted the coup. Thereafter, Turkey called
for the extradition of Fethullah Gulen who now resides
and is based in the State of Pennsylvania. A massive
government crackdown occurred, that resulted in an
estimated 9000 police fired, 6000 military arrested, 3000
judges suspended, 21,000 teachers suspended, and 1500
university deans ordered to resign. Turkey ordered a
3-month state of emergency followed by the government
shutdown of 45 newspapers, 16 television channels, and
15 magazines As the above significant events unfolded
in Turkey, false and derogatory articles were reported

in Turkey and Greece seeking to tie His All-Holiness
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew to Fethullah Gulen
and the failed coup. The intent was to disparage the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and further inflame an anti-
Christian climate in Turkey. Although the Ecumenical
Patriarchate is committed to the resolution of all issues
of religious freedom and property rights peacefully

and within the existing government in Turkey, the

false reporting threatens the progress to seek additional
property rights and religious freedom for Orthodox
Christians and other religious minorities.

In April 2017, Turkey’s Constitutional Referendum
vote approved calls for 2019 elections that will replace
Turkey’s parliamentary system with an all-powerful
presidency and abolish the office of prime minister. The
result will likely be to cement the absolute control of
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President Erdogan and his political ruling party. With
absolute control coupled with Sunni Muslim dominance,
Alevi Muslims, Christian, and other religious minorities
fear further restrictions on religious freedom.

Turkey should embrace the historical roots of Christian
heritage and other faiths in its lands. It should look upon
His All Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew,
and all religious minority leaders, and their institutions,
for their accomplishments and their desire to live in
peace with equal property and fundamental rights.
Turkey seeks to join the European Union and has
binding obligations to ensure religious freedom for the
Ecumenical Patriarchate and other religious minorities
that must be enforced. However, the recent political
movement in Turkey toward Sunni Muslim uniformity
in the government, education, and institutions
throughout the country is cause for concern. The need
continues for world-wide diplomatic efforts from other
countries to exert political pressure on Turkey to require
the government to comply with its binding human rights
and religious freedom obligations. Legal standing and
status for the Ecumenical Patriarchate and other religious
minorities that will provide meaningful property rights is
the first step.

The Hon. B. Theodore Bozonelis is a retired State Chief
Judge and Secretary of the Order of Saint Andrew the
Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. He is
Chairman of the Order’s Patriarchal Properties and
Minority Concerns Committee.
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Teacher Resources

Word Wall Defined
Religious Freedom Orthodox Identity
The fundamental right to choose Orthodox identity is deeply rooted in the teachings and
and practice a religion or belief. doctrine of the Orthodox Church, including beliefs about the
Trinity, the Incarnation of Christ, and the sacraments.

Video Links for Further Knowledge Building

¢ Systematic Persecution - Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

* Review: Orthodox Christianity and Human Rights in Europe - Public Orthodoxy
¢ Sen. Menendez condemns Turkev for violating the religious freedom of Greek Orthodox Christians

* Turkey: Religious freedom vs nationalism - YouTube
* 2024 Annual Report | USCIRF

Students at this age should understand A Call to Action

(1)

Read and learn all you
can about the efforts to
support our Patriarch at
Home - Archons of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Things you

can do...

(2)

Write a letter, start a
petition, give a speech, write
a research paper, debate
topics of Orthodoxy, and
give voice to Orthodox
issues proudly.

(2)

Read the UCRIF report that
advises Congress on issues of
religious freedom. The more
informed you are the more you
can use your votes and voice

to advocate for change. 2024

Annual Report | USCIRE
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https://publicorthodoxy.org/2020/01/10/orthodox-christianity-and-human-rights/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68kXuqcVcMI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DlRJUP1dCLY
https://www.uscirf.gov/publication/2024-annual-report
https://archons.org/systematic-persecution/
https://archons.org/systematic-persecution/
https://www.uscirf.gov/publication/2024-annual-report
https://www.uscirf.gov/publication/2024-annual-report

Graphic Organizer (Teacher Copy---Answers will Vary)

Theme

Orthodoxy is Marginalized

Lack of Recognition of our Patriarch

Examples of Civil Injustice

Examples of Political Injustice

Data Points that Surprised You
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Example(s) Found in the Article

The lack of legal standing and status in essence nullifies
property and other fundamental civil rights in Turkey for the
Ecumenical Patriarchate which precludes its full exercise of
religious freedom.

The government of Turkey will give no legal standing and
status to the Ecumenical Patriarchate, the historical Holy
Center of Orthodox Christianity at the Phanar.

The Ecumenical Patriarchate cannot own in its name the
churches to serve the faithful or the cemeteries to provide for
their repose. Since it lacks a legal standing, the Ecumenical
Patriarchate is powerless to pursue legal remedies to assert
property rights or even seek to repair deteriorating property
without government approval.

Through its controls, the government of Turkey has
nationalized and/or declared certain Greek Orthodox and
other religious minority foundations as non-functioning with
no right of appeal. This resulted in the systematic seizure of
thousands of properties of Christian and other non-Muslim
religious minorities in the years that followed, including
thousands of income producing and valuable properties of the
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

In 1936 the Ecumenical Patriarchate, its churches and
institutions, owned approximately 8,000 properties. In
1998, 2,000 remained and today fewer than 500 properties
are owned by minority foundations loyal to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, most of which are churches, cemeteries, or other
properties which produce no income.
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Graphic Organizer (Student Copy)

Theme Example(s) Found in the Article

Orthodoxy is Marginalized

Lack of Recognition of our Patriarch

Examples of Civil Injustice

Examples of Political Injustice

Data Points that Surprised You
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