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Unto the Most Reverend and Right Reverend Hierarchs, Pious Priests and
Deacons, Presvyteres and Diakonisses, the Monks and Nuns, Presidents and Members of
Parish Councils, Honorable Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Members of
Leadership 100, the Day and Afternoon Schools, Philoptochos Societies, the Youth, Greek
Orthodox Organizations, and the entirety of the Christ-named Plenitude of the Sacred
Archdiocese of America:

Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter, one of the two who had heard what John
said, followed Jesus. First, he went and found his brother, the aforementioned Simon.
(John 1:41-42)

Beloved Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

Last year, the Holy Eparchial Synod of the Sacred Archdiocese of America
inaugurated “Archon Sunday,” in order to recognize the esteemed Order of Saint
Andrew the First Called Disciple, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, and to honor
the Feast of their Heavenly Patron.

In the days preceding the Feast of Saint Andrew on Sunday, November 30*", His
Holiness Pope Leo XIV will visit Nicaea (modern Iznik), the site of the First Ecumenical
Council, together with His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew and Their
Beatitudes of the Elder Patriarchates — the full complement of the ancient Pentarchy —in
order to commemorate the 1700" Anniversary of the Three Hundred and Eighteen
Fathers gathered in Nicaea and the Creed, and their declaration of the Faith of the
Apostles, which we recite at every Divine Service.



Following the Nicaean event, the Pope will be present for the Feastday Liturgy of
Saint Andrew in the Patriarchal Cathedral of Holy Great-Martyr George the Trophy-
Bearer, bearing witness to the enduring ecumenical progress that has been made over the
last fifty years. There will be a special pilgrimage with many Archons for these most
significant events, which signal real progress in the goal of a unified Christendom.
Throughout, we shall manifest the love of Andrew for his brother Simon, who went first
out of love to share with his brother (renamed Peter by the Lord), the good news of
finding the Messiah.

Therefore, all parishes are urged to take time on this Sunday, November 23, to
acknowledge the Archons of the Great Church of Christ, and to take full advantage of the
many initiatives of the Order of Saint Andrew, which can be found on their website,
https://archons.org. As children of the Mother Church of Constantinople, we all - Archon
or no — have a responsibility to Her and Her spiritual mission, to share the Gospel of the
Messiah, Who was found first by Saint Andrew, with all our brothers and sisters
throughout the world.

With Blessings in our Lord Jesus Christ,

Ji e ZmSiio,

tELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



