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The John Halecky Jr. 20th Annual National Lenten 
Retreat will be held April 19-21, 2024 at the 
Dormition of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church 
in Southampton, NY. Fr. Nicholas Louh, along with 
his wife, Presbytera Roxanne, will serve as the 
Retreat Masters on “Renewing your Marriage”. 

Session 1: Your Personality Your Marriage
Session 2: God's Blueprint for Lasting Love
Session 3: God's Blueprint for Fighting Right

Additional details will be forthcoming.

New Year, new trip to Constantinople! Applications 
for the 2024 trip open January 15 through March 
1, 2024. Young Adults Travel to one of the holiest 
places in the world and explore Orthodox history. 
Don't miss out on this educational, religious and 
inspiring journey.

pilgrimageofdiscovery.org

The John Halecky Jr. 20th Annual National 
Lenten Retreat, April 19–21, 2024

Pilgrimage of Discovery Applications to 
open, January 15
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12 	 The Nicholas J. Bouras Award 
for Extraordinary Archon 
Stewardship was bestowed 
upon George M. Marcus, 
Archon Exarchos, for his 
outstanding service to the 
Orthodox Church as an Archon 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

22 	 Registration, schedule and hotel 
information is available for this 
historic, watershed conference 
and Global Summit of Archons,  
to be held in Athens, Greece on 
May 26-29, 2024

Archon Marcus receives Nicholas J. Bouras Award

The 4th Archon International Conference  
on Religious Freedom
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of Service to the Mother Church

His All-Holiness Confers 
Special Honor Upon 
Commander Dr. Limberakis

25 YEARS

On September 3, 2023 at the 
Holy Church of Saint Nicholas 
the Wonderworker of Myra, the 
Metropolitan Church in Pyrgos, 

Greece, His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew elevated Dr. Anthony 
J. Limberakis, National Commander, to the 
offikion Archon Megas (Grand) Aktouarios. 
In his patriarchal letter to Dr. Limberakis, His 
All-Holiness explained that this honor was be-
stowed in view of the National Commander’s 

“twenty-five years of service and devotion to 
the Great Church of Christ.”
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Twenty-Five Years of Service

His All-Holiness, addressing Dr. 
Limberakis as “esteemed Grand Archon,” 
conveyed to him his “Paternal and 
Patriarchal joy and pride” at Dr. Limberakis’ 
quarter-century of service, “leading the 
Order of Saint Andrew, Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, to ever greater 
effectiveness, action, and support for the 
Mother Church of Constantinople.”

His All-Holiness noted that Dr. 
Limberakis has “followed in the footsteps 
of your beloved father, Protopresbyter of the 
Ecumenical Throne John Limberakis, and 
your father-in-law, National Commander 
of the Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, 
Dr. Anthony G.B. Borden - both of blessed 
memory.” Dr. Borden served as National 
Commander of the Archons of Ecumenical 
Patriarchate from 1976 to 1989.

“From these spiritual giants,” the 
Ecumenical Patriarch continued in his 
patriarchal letter to Dr. Limberakis, “you 
learned a deep and abiding love for the 
Mother Church, and together with your 
beloved spouse, Maria, you have not 
only served humanity as physicians of 
great skill and compassion, but you have 
served the Church with a filial love and de-

votion worthy of the finest humanity can 
offer.” His All-Holiness then presented 
Dr. Maria with a Patriarchal Holy Water 
Ecclesiastical vessel.

His All-Holiness also praised Dr. 
Limberakis for laying the groundwork for 
the future stability of both the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate and the Archons not just in the 
United States, but around the world. His All-
Holiness said: “Your ministry through the 
Archons will give the generations to come 
another set of shoulders to stand upon 

and expand their vision of the possible. For 
with dedication and unrelenting commit-
ment, you have consistently and powerfully 
forged connections between the Mother 
Church and Her sons and daughters 
throughout the United States and indeed, 
around the world. And you have shown your 
abiding care for Her by the establishment 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
Foundation, an initiative of enormous sig-
nificance in the modern history of the First 
Throne of Orthodoxy.”

Dr. Maria A. Limberakis is presented with a Patriarchal Holy Water Ecclesiastical vessel. P
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...You learned a deep and abiding 
love for the Mother Church, and 
together with your beloved spouse, 
Maria, you have not only served 
humanity as physicians of great 
skill and compassion, but you 
have served the Church with a 
filial love and devotion worthy of 
the finest humanity can offer.

–His All-Holiness
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In conclusion, His All-Holiness stated: 
“Together with our gratitude and pride, we 
offer our Paternal and Patriarchal prayers 
for you to continue your sacred offering 
as National Commander for many years to 
come, and that the Lord our God may pour 
forth upon you, your family, and the whole 
Order of Saint Andrew the First-Called, 
health and happiness, through His grace 
and His infinite mercy.”

His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America remarked, "The 
elevation of National Commander, Dr. 
Anthony J. Limberakis, to Grand Archon 
Aktouarios by the Ecumenical Patriarch 
today in Pyrgos tis Elias is an occasion 
of pride and joy for the entire Church 
in America. Grand Archon Limberakis’ 
twenty-five year stewardship of the Order 
of St. Andrew has manifested many 
and diverse blessings for the Mother 
Church of Constantinople and the Sacred 
Archdiocese of America. ΑΞΙΟΣ!"

Archons Honor National Commander
On Saturday, October 21, 2023, during the 
Annual Meeting of the Archons, Archon 
leadership also honored the National 

Commander, together with his wife, Dr. 
Maria, for his 25 years of tireless and self-
less service.

The Hon. Judge B. Theodore Bozonelis, 
National Vice Commander, stated: “With 
deep gratitude, we wish to take this 
moment to honor our National Commander 
for his twenty-five years of service to our 
beloved Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
Archdiocese as National Commander, the 
longest serving National Commander.”

Archon Bozonelis added that the honor 
was not for Dr. Limberakis alone, but for 

“his beloved wife and partner, Dr. Maria A. 
Limberakis, who herself has served our 
beloved Ecumenical Patriarchate and 
Archdiocese for these twenty-five years, 
and provided the wisdom, guidance, and 
support to the National Commander in 
his vision and leadership that has trans-
formed the Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate from an honorary award into 
a call to action to become the most worthy 
and dynamic organization dedicated to 
the protection, preservation, and promo-
tion of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.”

Archon Bozonelis then called Dr. Maria 
to join her husband on the dais. The 

National Vice Commander then offered “a 
few examples of the vision and leadership 
of the National Commander.” He explained 
that the Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarcate “have been taken to another 
level and now constitute global advocacy. 
Starting with continuing meetings at the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and with His 
All-Holiness; major religious freedom mis-
sions throughout the United States and 
Europe, the European Union, the European 
Court of Human Rights, meetings with all 
United States government leaders, foreign 
heads of state, ambassadors, diplomats, 
and religious leaders of all faiths; inter-
national religious freedom conferences 
in Brussels, Berlin, Washington, D.C. and 
upcoming in Athens.”

Archon Bozonelis concluded: “That 
is vision, and that is leadership.” He then 
invited the Spiritual Advisor of the Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, Father 
Alex Karloutsos, along with the Executive 
Officers and the Limberakis family, to 
the dais for the presentation of a plaque 
that recognized their twenty-five years of 
service to the Archons.

Commander Limberakis is joined by his 
wife, Dr. Maria, their family, and Archon 
leadership, as he was honored for serving 
as National Commander since 1998.
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Annual Archon Weekend

ROYAL 
RECOGNITION
Crown Prince Pavlos Stands Tall as  
King Charles III's Representative,  
Accepting Prestigious Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award on Behalf of 
the Prince's Trust

His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America, Exarch 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
together with Dr. Anthony J. 

Limberakis, National Commander of the 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, presented 
the Athenagoras Human Rights Award to 
the Prince’s Trust. With the blessing of His 
Majesty King Charles III, His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Pavlos, Vice President of 
Prince’s Trust International and the eldest son 
of King Constantine and Queen Anne-Marie of 
Greece, accepted the Award on behalf of the 
Prince’s Trust on Saturday, October 21, 2023, 
during the annual Athenagoras Human Rights 
Award Banquet held at the New York Hilton 
Hotel with over 600 Archons and guests in 
attendance.

His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, in a 
message commemorating 
the occasion, stated: “In 
recognizing the Prince's 
Trust with the Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award, 
we acknowledge the 
profound impact this 
organization has made 
in fostering a more just 
and inclusive society. 
This award underscores the vital role that 
organizations like the Prince's Trust play in 
ensuring that the fundamental rights and 
dignity of all individuals are upheld.”
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Axios!

HRH Crown Prince Pavlos, delivers remarks and 
gratitude on behalf of King Charles III and the 
Prince's Trust, shortly after he is presented with 
the Athenagoras Human Rights Award by the 
Exarch and National Commander.
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Annual Archon Weekend

In a similar vein, His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros praised the 
Prince’s Trust International, which, he said, 

“has had multiple impacts throughout the 
globe, and especially in Greece during 
the economic troubles of the last decade. 
With a reach that is as wide as it is inclu-
sive, this labor of love and investment in 
the future has truly brought positive influ-
ences into the lives of young people, and 
shared with them opportunities for en-
hanced lives.”

In a letter from Buckingham Palace 
that was read at the Award Banquet by the 
Chief Executive Officer of Prince’s Trust 
International, Will Straw, His Majesty King 
Charles said: “I cannot tell you how sorry I 
am not to be with you in person on this oc-
casion for the celebration of The Prince’s 
Trust’s work, but I am enormously grateful 
to you all for taking the time to attend this 
event. I am particularly delighted that His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince Pavlos, Vice 
President of Prince’s Trust International, 
has agreed to receive the Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award this evening. I really 
am so pleased that The Trust’s work con-
tinues to go from strength to strength, 
having, in recent years, expanded from its 
mission in the United Kingdom and now 
to be supporting young people in twenty-

three countries, including Greece and the 
United States of America where we re-
cently launched our Enterprise Challenge 
programme in New York and Chicago.”

At the Award Banquet, His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Pavlos stated: 

“Ι am honoured to accept the 2023 
Athenagoras Human Rights Award on 
behalf our President, His Majesty King 
Charles, for the work of The Prince’s Trust 
International in Greece and around the 
world. I am also honoured to accept an 
award for Human Rights, which is named 
after one of the great Church leaders of 
the 20th Century, the late Ecumenical 
Patriarch of Constantinople, Athenagoras 
I.” His Royal Highness added: “During 
these times when our world is being tested 
by major threats, it is now more imperative 
than ever to support our society and stand 
by our youth in every possible way. The 
right to work is a human right, enshrined 
in the UN's universal declaration. Every 
young person deserves the chance to be 
employed or start their own business as 
an entrepreneur. It makes life worth living 
and our mission at The Prince's Trust is to 
empower young people to build their own 
future.”

Archon National Commander 
Limberakis noted that “The Prince’s Trust 

is a shining example of the Christian 
Faith put into practice, with innovative 
and effective programs that have helped 
over a million young people turn their 
lives around. Indeed, His Majesty King 
Charles III has a profound understanding 
of the scriptural admonition to love your 
neighbor as yourself, and in The Prince’s 
Trust, he has brilliantly demonstrated the 
meaning and importance of that divine 
command. The Trust thus richly deserves 
to receive the 2023 Athenagoras Human 
Rights Award.”

Prince's Trust International Chief 
Executive Officer Will Straw made a 
noteworthy announcement: “None of our 
work in Greece would have been pos-
sible without the generous support of our 
Founding Principal Benefactors, Dean 
and Marianne Metropoulos, the most 
esteemed title of recognition within the 
Prince’s Trust International family of sup-
porters. In light of receiving the incred-
ible Athenagoras Human Rights Award, 
we are delighted to announce the cre-
ation of the Prince’s Trust’s Bartholomew 
Patrons, to thank individuals who pledge 
$100,000 or more to support our work in 
the year of His Majesty’s Coronation. This, 
of course, pays tribute to the Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, the esteemed 

Indeed, His Majesty King 
Charles III has a profound 
understanding of the 
scriptural admonition to love 
your neighbor as yourself, 
and in The Prince’s Trust, he 
has brilliantly demonstrated 
the meaning and importance 
of that divine command. 

–National Commander Limberakis
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Archbishop of Constantinople. We have 
ambitions to raise at least $1 million 
through our Bartholomew Patrons to 
give young people the chance to succeed. 
Alongside their extraordinary commit-
ment as Founding Principal Benefactors, 
we are also delighted to recognise Dean 
and Marianne Metropoulos as honou-
ree Bartholomew Patrons. They are 
joined by John Catsimatidis, Corinne 
Mentzelopoulos, Kostas Pantazopoulos 
and Vivi Galani, as founding members. We 
have ambitions to raise at least $1 million 
through our Bartholomew Patrons to give 
young people the chance to succeed.”

The Dais Guests were introduced 
by Michael G. Psaros, Archon Ostiarios, 
the 2022 recipient of the Nicholas 
J. Bouras Award for Extraordinary 
Archon Stewardship. His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros offered the 
Invocation, after which the National Vice 
Commander of the Archons, Honorable 
B. Theodore Bozonelis, Archon Ekdikos, 
welcomed the attendees. The Master of 
Ceremonies was Mike Emanuel, Archon 
Hypomnematografos, a prominent nation-
al correspondent on Fox News.

Cappella Romana, the Byzantine Chant 
Ensemble that made headlines around 
the world chanting at the Coronation of 
His Majesty King Charles III, offered a 
musical tribute.

After dinner, Peter J. Skeadas, Archon 
Hieromnimon, National Treasurer, pre-
sented the Archon Class of 2023. Dr. 
Limberakis offered a tribute to the Prince's 
Trust, and following a video tribute, the 
award was presented. His Royal Highness 
Crown Prince Pavlos then offered a 
response, followed by His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros’ Archiepiscopal 
Exhortation and Benediction. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

I cannot tell you how sorry I am not to be with you in person on this occasion for the celebration of The Prince’s Trust’s work, but I am enormously grateful to you all for taking the time to attend this event. I am particularly delighted that His Royal High-ness Crown Prince Pavlos, Vice President of Prince’s Trust International, has agreed to receive the Athenagoras Human Rights Award this evening.

I really am so pleased that The Trust’s work continues to go from strength to strength, having, in recent years, expanded from its mission in the United Kingdom and now to be supporting young people in twenty-three countries, including Greece and the United States of America where we recently launched our Enterprise Challenge programme in New York and Chicago. Celebrating the global impact of this work is an achievement which, I must confess, I could not have dreamed of back in 1976 when I started The Trust, using, at that time, my Royal Navy severance pay when I left the Service to help disadvantaged young people achieve their full potential. Its mission remains the same today – to help young people into secure, sustainable jobs and enter-prises, enabling them to build brighter futures.

In the beginning, I hoped that by supporting young people to develop their latent skills and to find work or training, The Trust would perhaps be able to help change some individuals’ lives for the better. I am thrilled to say that it has now worked with over one million young people, helping them to start careers, launch businesses and re-engage with education.

I am enormously inspired by the determination and commitment of young people, some of whom you will hear from later. They are changemakers; they will shape the world’s future and we must support them to realise their dreams.
Looking ahead, I very much hope the Trust in the U.K., the Commonwealth, the U.S. and, of course, in Greece can continue to help young people and communities to understand the immeasurable difference they can make to our society when they choose positive paths in life and achieve their goals. That way they can help build a brighter future.

CHARLES R.

BUCKINGHAM PALACE

Letter from King Charles

His Majesty King Charles III, shown here 
with His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew at Buckingham Palace, 
October 25, 2022. Below, a letter was 
prepared from His Majesty.
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Greetings

Will Straw, the President of Prince’s Trust 
International, delivers greetings.

Introduction of Dais Guests

Michael G. Psaros, Archon Ostiarios, 
introduces dais guests and remarks about 
the Archon flag pin, often worn by Archon 
Mike Emmanuel during newcasts.

Master of Ceremonies

Mike Emmanuel, Archon 
Hypomnematografos, served as Master 
of Ceremonies that evening.

During these times when our world is being 
tested by major threats, it is now more 
imperative than ever to support our society 
and stand by our youth in every possible way. 
The right to work is a human right, enshrined 
in the UN's universal declaration. 

–HRH Prince Pavlos of Greece
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Annual Archon Weekend
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Annual Archon Weekend

Archon George M. Marcus  
Receives Nicholas J. Bouras Award for 

Extraordinary Archon Stewardship

On Friday, Oct. 20, 2023, the 
Nicholas J. Bouras Award 
for Extraordinary Archon 
Stewardship was bestowed 

upon George M. Marcus, Archon Exarchos, 
for his outstanding service to the Orthodox 
Church as an Archon of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople. The 
Award was presented by His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco 
and Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National 
Commander of the Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, Order of Saint 

Andrew the Apostle, at the Bouras Award 
Dinner during the Order's annual Archon 
Weekend at the New York Hilton Hotel in 
New York City.

In a written statement, His All-Holiness 
Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew said: 

“As Archon Exarchos of the Holy, Great 
Church of Christ, Archon George has 
shown himself to be genuinely worthy of 
that title, which historically was only given 

to individuals with proven leadership 
abilities who were trusted to exercise au-
thority by the Patriarch. Anything we can 
write concerning this particular Archon’s 
achievements and leadership will inevita-
bly fall short….His stewardship has been 
especially evident through his actions, 
which have left an indelible mark on our 
Church and communities. Aside from the 
self-sacrifice required to serve our fellow 
humanity, he has passed on his expertise 
and example through his various acts of 
charity and philanthropy….”



13Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

Annual Archon Weekend

We thank Archon George for using his God-given talents 
to support the Church and its mission, build our cultural 
heritage worldwide, and offer much to numerous 
admirable philanthropic causes."

–Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

His All-Holiness added: “Archon 
George’s talent can be seen through his 
extraordinary life, which saw him rise 
from humble origins in Euboea, Greece, 
growing up in an immigrant family, eventu-
ally achieving success in business through 
the Marcus & Millichap Company, which 
he co-founded and where he still serves 
as Chairman, and the Essex Property Trust. 
Consequently, we thank Archon George for 
using his God-given talents to support the 
Church and its mission, build our cultural 
heritage worldwide, and offer much to nu-
merous admirable philanthropic causes.”

In his own written statement, His 
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros re-
marked that Archon George Marcus was 
an “honoree of such distinction that it 
nearly defies elucidation. Archon George 
is well known throughout the Archdiocese 
and the American Nation from coast to 
coast. His philanthropy, stewardship, 

initiatives, commitments to Hellenism, 
Ecumenism, and his devotion to the 
Mother Church of Constantinople are 
extraordinary to an ultimate degree. His 
success in business is legendary and his 
dedication to civic affairs and the good 
health of the body politic of the United 
States is worthy of every admiration. 
Beyond these involvements, his devotion 
to his Church and its good health, well-
being, and success within our culture and 
society is indefatigable.”

Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National 
Commander of the Order, stated: “It was 
particularly fitting that His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos was present, 
representing His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros of America, Exarch of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. For His 
Eminence is Metropolitan of San Francisco, 
where Archon George M. Marcus’ devo-
tion to God and His Church has had such 

an impact upon the life of the Church 
and the community. Virtually everywhere 
the Greek Orthodox Church in America is, 
there is Archon George Marcus, but this 
is nowhere more fully and profoundly true 
than in the Metropolis of San Francisco, 
where Archon George is involved in an ex-
traordinary range of foundations, organi-
zations, and institutions in the Church and 
Greek community.”

Introducing Archon Marcus was his 
lifelong friend and business partner, Dr. 
Kenneth Frangadakis. He and Archon 
Marcus are the proprietors of two of the 
most outstanding Greek restaurants in 
California, Evvia in Palo Alto and Kokkari 
in San Francisco. Dr. Frangadakis and 
Archon Marcus met as altar boys when 
they were twelve years old, and have been 
friends ever since.

Archon George E. Safiol Drs. Limberakis with Archon Marcus. Dr. Kenneth Frangadakis
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Renowned Cappella Romana Ensemble 
Presents Concert for Religious Freedom

On, October 19, the Byzantine 
Chant Ensemble that made 
headlines around the world 
chanting at the Coronation of 

His Majesty King Charles III presented a 
Concert for Religious Freedom. This was 
an exclusive performance for FOUNDERS 
in good standing and new FOUNDERS of 
the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
Foundation. The Concert was held at the 
Saint Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church 
and National Shrine at the World Trade 
Center. An elegant reception followed at 
Skinos in New York City.

Cappella Romana chanted Lost Voices 
of Hagia Sophia, which is the first vocal 
album in the world to be recorded en-
tirely in live virtual acoustics. It brings 
together art history, music history, per-
formance, and technology to re-create 
medieval sacred sound in the cathedral of 
Hagia Sophia as an aural virtual reality. By 
means of modern technology, it presents 
how chanting actually sounded in Hagia 
Sophia.

Cappella Romana performed selec-
tions from the Offices of Vespers and 
Matins, as well as from the Divine Liturgy, 

for the Exaltation 
and Veneration of 
the Holy Cross, as 
they sounded at 
Hagia Sophia, The 
Great Church of 
Christ.

Before the 
concert, Anthony 
J. Limberakis, 
MD, Chair of the 
Foundation, wel-
comed the attend-
ees. Archons Joseph 
J. Kokolakis, Esq., 
Markos K. Lagos and 
Michael P. Neamonitakis, the Chairs of the 
New Members Committee, offered greet-
ings and introductions.

Cappella Romana is a professional 
vocal ensemble that performs early and 
contemporary sacred classical music in 
the Christian traditions of East and West. 
The ensemble is known especially for its 
presentations and recordings of medi-
eval Byzantine chant (the Eastern sibling 
of Gregorian chant), Greek and Russian 
Orthodox choral works, and other sacred 

music that expresses the historic tradi-
tions of a unified Christian inheritance.

Dr. Alexander Lingas, Archon 
Mousikodidaskalos, is the musical director 
and founder of Cappella Romana. Archon 
Lingas was director of the Byzantine Chant 
Ensemble for the coronation of His Majesty 
King Charles III. He is Professor of Music 
and Associate Director of the Institute 
of Sacred Arts at St. Vladimir’s Orthodox 
Theological Seminary, as well as a Research 
Fellow of the Institute for Orthodox Christian 
Studies (Cambridge, UK).

His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos offering words.
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Annual Archon Weekend

EPBF FOUNDERS Pin Unveiled in Exclusive Debut  
at Concert: A Symbol of Distinction and Commitment

Maria Allwin, a distinguished member of 
the EPBF Board, and Aphrodite Skeadas, 
the esteemed Communications 
Chair of the EPBF, unveiled an ex-
quisitely crafted FOUNDERS pin 
during the evening concert. This 
meticulously designed pin show-
cases the iconic Patriarchal Byzantine 
Cross, the Foundation's initials "EPBF," 
and a symbolic globe that represents the far-
reaching ministry of His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew on a global scale. The pin serves as a 
testament to the FOUNDERS' commitment and the Foundation's 
profound connection to its mission. The Foundation is grateful to 
Maria Allwin for underwriting the design, development and fabri-
cation of the elegant FOUNDERS pin.

Archon Markos and Sevasti Lagos, Archon Joseph and Anna Kokolakis and Archon Michael and Meropi Neamonitakis,  
Chairs of the New Members Committee.

EPBF FOUNDERS Archon Christopher and Georgette Tsavoussis  
along with Archon Michael Psaros gather together at Skinos.

Archon Paul P. and Denise Skoutelas  
and Archon Rocky and Constance Sission.
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Annual Archon Weekend

Cappella Romana Receives  
Archon Sophia Award for Excellence

On Saturday, October 21, the 
Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate held an Agape 
Luncheon, in which Cappella 

Romana was honored with the Archon 
Sophia Award for Excellence.

Cappella Romana is a professional 
vocal ensemble that performs early and 
contemporary sacred classical music in 
the Christian traditions of East and West. 
Founded in 1991, Cappella Romana’s name 
refers to the medieval Greek concept of 
the Roman oikoumene (inhabited world), 
which embraced Rome and Western 
Europe, as well as the Byzantine Empire 
of Constantinople (“New Rome”) and 
its Slavic commonwealth. Dr. Alexander 
Lingas, Archon Mousikodidaskalos, is the 
musical director and founder of Cappella 
Romana.

After an invocation by His Eminence 

Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, 
Dr. Maria A. Limberakis welcomed the 
attendees and spoke on “The 2023 
Religious Freedom Mission and the Role 
of the Archon Family.” Following lunch, Dr. 
Maria A. Limberakis and Dr. Anthony J. 
Limberakis, National Commander of the 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
presented the Archon Sophia Award For 
Excellence to Cappella Romana. Mark 
Powell, Executive Director of Cappella 
Romana, and Archon Dr. Lingas then 
offered remarks.

“No other group in the world has 
Cappella Romana's singular focus, music 
of the authentic Christian inheritance, of 
Orthodoxy. There are Archons in this room 
who have shared our vision during our 
more than 32 years, and to all of you we 
are extremely grateful for this award,” said 
Mark Powell.

Archon Dr. Lingas concluded “On 
behalf of Cappella Romana, my profound 
thanks to the Archons of the Order of St. 
Andrew, for this great honor, the Sophia 
Award. Thank you.”

His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos 
of San Francisco gave the closing 
benediction.

Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National 
Commander of the Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, observed: 

“Cappella Romana reminds us all of the 
breathtaking beauty of our tradition with its 
marvelous re-creation of what Byzantine 
sacred choral music actually sounded like 
in Hagia Sophia cathedral. In this, they il-
luminate and inspire us, and move us to 
redouble our efforts for the defense and 
protection of our Holy Mother Church. The 
importance of this cannot be understated, 
and they richly deserve the Sophia Award.” P
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Annual Archon Weekend

The Archon Sophia Award for Excellence  
is given by the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate  

to an individual or individuals who have  
distinguished themselves in endeavors that serve the needs  

of the Holy Mother Church and the Sacred Mission  
of the Archons of the Great Church of Christ.

FOR

The 
Archon 

Sophia Award

Excellence

Divine Liturgy

Archon Dr. Alexander 
Lingas directs Cappella 
Romana during the 
Investiture.

Athenagoras Banquet

Cappella Romana 
performs during the 
evening banquet.
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Annual Archon Weekend

Archon Nicholas S. Kass, left, who was instrumental to the Archons during their Relgioius Freedom Mission to Romania.  His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco, middle, joins Regional Commanders Gerry Ranglas, Hon. Steve Counelis, and Isidoros 
Garifalakis with the newly-invested Archons Psefteas, Kailas, Pallis and Marutsos of his Metropolis. Archon John Payiavlas, right, with 
his newly-invested son Anthony.

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate  
Add 39 Distinguished New Members

His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros of America, accompanied by His Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos of San Francisco and His 
Eminence Metropolitan Apostolos of New Jersey, presided at the Investiture of thirty-nine new Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
from throughout the United States, following the Divine Liturgy at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity on October 22, 2023. 
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Annual Archon Weekend

Michael Amiridis, Ph.D, Prostatis Ton 
Gramaton, Columbia, SC
Louis G. Apostol, Esq., Nomophylax, 
Northfield, IL
Gerasimos Athanasatos, Hymnodos, 
New York, NY
John M. Athas, MD, Orphanotrophos, 
New York, NY
Robert P. Badavas, Chartoularios,  
Boston, MA
Michael D. Bousis, Depotatos, Niles, IL
Michael D. Camarinos, Esq., Dikaiophylax, 
Tenafly, NJ
Christos F. Chrisafides, Depotatos, 
Manchester, NH
Thomas J. Cox, Eftaxias,  
Jeffersonville, PA
Spiro I. Dongaris, Maistor, Tenafly, NJ
Apostolos Fisfis, Laosynaktis,  
Elkins Park, PA
Craig L. Godshall, Esq., Nomodotis, 
Elkins Park, PA
Gregory J. Halvatzis, Skevophylax, 
Houston, TX

Spiro Kailas, Aktouarios,  
Cardiff-by-the-Sea, CA
Nicholas S. Kass, Referendarios, 
Bethesda, MD
James Ketis, Notarios, Naples, FL
Dimitris Kyriazis, MD, Ostiarios,  
Mobile, AL
John K. Lazares, Protonotarios,  
Cincinnati, OH
Nikolaos Letsios, Notarios,  
Whitestone, NY
George P. Liakeas, MD, Aktouarios,  
New York, NY
Nabeel J. Issa Madanat, MD, Ostiarios, 
Daily City, CA
Vasilios G. Marutsos, Depotatos, 
Redondo Beach, CA
Antonis Mistras, Orphanotrophos, 
Wilmington, DE
Michael P. Neamonitakis, Maistor, 
Brooklyn, NY
Chris G. Pallis, Laosynaktis, Seattle, WA
Peter J. Panton, MD, Chartoularios, 
Chicago, IL
George N. Papas, Ekdikos, Tenafly, NJ

George N. Pappas, Nomodotis,  
Cherry Hill, NJ

Nicholas J. Pappas, Esq., Nomophylax, 
Westfield, NJ

Jimmy T. Patronis, Jr., Dikaiophylax, 
Panama City, FL

Anthony J. Payiavlas, Referendarios, 
Warren, OH

Phillip J. Philliou, Esq., Eftaxias,  
Tenafly, NJ, Attorney

George P. Psefteas, Skevophylax,  
Castro Valley, CA

Harry G. Ruska, Notarios, Columbus, OH

Samuel W. Spanos, Hieromnemon, 
Aliquippa, PA

Theodore Speros, Hypomnematographos, 
Arlington, MA

Andrew N. Theodore, Depotatos, 
Columbia, SC

John Vasiliou, Ostiarios, Upper Darby, PA

Kevin M. Wilcox, Chartophylax,  
Little Rock, AR
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Annual Archon Weekend

HRH Prince Pavlos addresses National Council and Regional Commanders during their meeting.

Archons-elect listen attentively during the Archon Boot Camp.

Archon John Zavitsanos leads Archon Boot Camp. Archons Gus Pablecas and John Manos at Boot Camp.
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Annual Archon Weekend

On October 19, board members of the Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew Foundation gathered to deliberate and decide on important 
issues regarding the Foundation. FOUNDERS in good standing were also welcomed to be present, in the interest of transparency.

Archon Nick Tranto is joined by team members of the  
Pilgrimage of Discovery, during an Engagement Committee.

Father Alex Karloutsos, Archon Spiritual Advisor,  
with Archons George Marcus and Dean Metropoulos.

National Commander Dr. Limberakis delivers an Orientation to the Archons-elect.
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Sunday, May 26

9:00AM
Divine Liturgy / Annunciation 
Cathedral: Attend the Divine Liturgy at 
this historic cathedral church.

6:00PM–8:00PM
Welcome Reception / Welcome 
Reception: Conference participants will 
be welcomed at an evening reception.

May 26-29, 2024      Athens, Greece

Fee: $1,000   Additional guest fee: $500
For Hotel Rates, Booking and Registration, visit:

conference.archons.org
Due to venue capacity constraints, participation will be limited to 300, on a first-come, first-
served basis. Registrants are responsible for making their own hotel and flight reservations. 

At the venerable directive of 
His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, I am 

delighted to inform you of the Fourth 
Archon International Conference 
on Religious Freedom, which will 
take place next year in Athens, 
Greece, May 26-29, 2024, and 
will have as its theme “Protecting 
Religious Freedom, Democracy 
and Human Rights.”

This conference is being orga-
nized and hosted by the Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
in America, the Brotherhood of 
Panagia Pammakaristos in Greece, 
the Order of the Holy Apostle Paul 
in Canada, as well as the Archons 
from Europe and Australia, and 
will have the added privilege of 
having the First Global Summit of 
Archons on May 29.

This significant occasion 
will convene Archons of the 
Ecumenical Throne from all over 
the world in order to examine and 
deliberate upon pressing issues 
of paramount importance — con-
cerning human rights and the em-
phasis of religious freedom — as 
they pertain to the immediate 
needs and continued welfare of 
our Ecumenical Patriarchate.

Letter of the Exarch, Archbishop Elpidophoros, to all Archons in America

The 4th Archon 
International Conference on Religious Freedom

Therefore, I am deeply pleased 
to extend an invitation to you, in 
your capacity as an esteemed 
Archon of the Mother Church, to 
participate in this special interna-
tional gathering in support of the 
First Throne of Orthodoxy. For 
further information regarding the 
conference, you are welcome to 
visit the following weblink: https://
conference.archons.org/. Please 
be aware that registration is 
limited, so you are encouraged to 
reserve your attendance as soon 
as possible.

Extending to you and your loved 
ones my archpastoral blessings 
and wholehearted prayers for a 
joyous Christmas season and a 
spiritually prosperous new year, I 
remain.

With paternal love in Christ,

† ELPIDOPHOROS
Archbishop of America



Monday, May 27 Tuesday, May 28 Wednesday, May 29

12:00PM–1:30PM
Lunch / Theta café restaurant: A meal 
will be provided at Theta café restaurant.

7:30PM–10:00PM
Welcome Dinner / Acropolis Museum: 
A welcome dinner will be held at the 
Acropolis Museum.

6:30PM–8:00PM
Cocktail Reception / American School 
of Classical Studies: A reception will be 
held at the American School of Classical 
Studies, Kolonaki. The evening is free 
after the reception.

10:00AM–12:00PM
Official Opening / Stoa of Attalos: The 
Archon’s Fourth International Conference 
commences at Stoa of Attalos.

10:00AM–12:00PM
Second Session / Zappeion: The 
second session will be held at Zappeion 
Hall, and National Garden of Athens.

9:00AM–1:00PM
Archon Global Summit Meeting 
Old Parliament: With the blessings 
of His All-Holiness,  the Archons of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate from 
around the world will gather, for the 
first-ever global summit of Archons.  
The meeting will be held at the Old 
Parliament. 

7:30AM–10:00PM
Farewell Dinner / Zappeion: We gather 
to say farewell and thank you to all of our 
Conference participants during a dinner 
at the Peristilio, Zappeion Hall.

2:30PM–4:30PM
Third Session / Zappeion: Afternoon 
sessions will continue in the Zappeion 
Hall

Protecting
The Future Of Faith

The 1st
Global Summit

of Archons

2:30PM–4:30PM
First Session / Old Parliament: The 
first session begins at the Old Parliament 
Building.

12:30PM–2:00PM
Lunch / Aegli: A meal will be provided at 
the Aegli Zappeion Restaurant.

Protecting
Religious Freedom,

Democracy &
Human Rights
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Archon National News

National Commander Visits Alabama's Malbis Monastery 
of The Presentation of the Theotokos; delivers presentation 
on the work of the Archons and Bartholomew Foundation

On Sunday, November 12, 2023, Dr. 
Anthony J. Limberakis, the National 
Commander of the Archons of 

the Ecumenical Patriarchate, visited 
the Sacred Patriarchal and Stavropegial 
Monastery of the Presentation of the 
Theotokos in Malbis, Alabama. National 
Commander Limberakis was escorted 
by the newly invested Archon Dimitris 
Kyriazis, MD,, hosted by the Malbis 
Plantation's president Angelo Matthews 
and also throughout the weekend by 
Archon Gregory B. Saad.  

While at the church, National 
Commander Limberakis attended a tri-
sagion for the repose of the soul of the 
Reverend Father James Cleondis, a long-
time servant of the Greek Orthodox com-
munity in the Mobile, Alabama area, who 

fell asleep in the Lord on October 30, 2020.
Later that evening at its seventh annual 

GreekFest Charity Gala, Annunciation 
Greek Orthodox Church / GreekFest Charity 
Gala, Inc. announced that it was becoming 
a FOUNDER of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
B a r t h o l o m e w 
Foundation. At the 
Gala, the parish gave 
special honor to the 
Foundation, names 
it as one the Gala's 
2023 beneficiaries. 
Dr. Limberakis, Chair 
of the Foundation, 
delivered a presen-
tation on the History 
of the Orthodox 
Church; what an 

Archon is; and the Archons' efforts in the 
U.S. and Europe to protect and defend the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and stand for 
religious freedom. He also spoke about 
the work of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew Foundation.

Father Matthew Carter, along with Archon Greg Saad, above, announce becoming FOUNDERS of the EPBF.  The National Commander 
Dr. Limberakis and Archon Dr. Dimitris Kyriazis, below, visit the Monastery of the Presentation of the Theotokos.
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Archon National News

At OSCE Conference in Warsaw, Poland,  
Archons Sisson and Hon. Counelis offer strong advocacy 

for religious freedom on behalf of the Mother Church

Archon Hon. Steven G. Counelis, 
along with Archon Rocky Sisson,  
once again raised international 

awareness regarding the plight of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate at the annual 
Warsaw Human Dimension Conference 
of the Organization for Security and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE), one of the 
world's largest human rights conferences,  
which was held from October 2 to 13, 2023.

Archons Sisson and Counelis each par-
ticipated in the assembly and submitted 
written statements. Archon Counelis deliv-
ered an oral statement at the conference’s 
third Plenary Session, which was devoted 
to issues of tolerance and non-discrimina-
tion. He called attention to the five issues 
which “perpetuate religious and cultural 
discrimination against the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate,” and noted that the Archons 

“strenuously object to the Turkish govern-
ment’s 2020 decision to convert Hagia 
Sophia from a museum to a mosque.”

Archon Hon. Counelis also submitted 
a detailed written statement, providing 
a wealth of detail about how the Turkish 
government deprives the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of essential rights, and de-

claring: “The Turkish Constitution defines 
the country as a secular state. It provides 
for freedom of conscience, religious belief, 
conviction, expression, and worship and 
prohibits discrimination based on religious 
grounds. Nonetheless, the Government of 
Turkey has intentionally failed to create 
such a society for its Christian members, 
and other religious minorities. We call 
upon the Turkish Government to finally live 
up to its own Constitution.”

While in Poland, Archon Hon. Counelis 
paid a visit to Auschwitz, the site of an 
infamous Nazi death camp during World 
War II, and a lasting monument of what 
can be the horrific result of the same intol-
erance he decried at the OSCE conference.

The OSCE’s annual Warsaw Human 
Dimension Conference is Europe’s largest 
annual human rights and democracy con-
ference. It is a platform for the 57 OSCE 
participating nation states, international 
organizations and other relevant individu-
als and groups to take stock of the imple-
mentation of the OSCE's human dimen-
sion commitments.

Since 2006, the Archons have sent 
a delegation to the OSCE meetings in 

order to present vital information to the 
international community on the Turkish 
Republic’s continuing violations of the 
human rights and religious freedom of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate and the nation’s 
Christian community.

While in Poland, Archon Hon. Counelis 
paid a visit to Auschwitz, the site of an 
infamous Nazi death camp during WWII.
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Archon Regional News

New Regional Commander Appointed for Southern CA

With the blessings of His Eminence 
Archbishop Elpidophoros 
of America and in consulta-

tion with His Eminence Metropolitan 
Gerasimos of San Francisco, Dr. Anthony 
J. Limberakis, National Commander of the 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
has appointed Archon Gerry Ranglas 
Regional Commander for the Southern 
California region, Metropolis of San 
Francisco, joining Regional Commanders 
Theodore D. Konopisos and the Hon. 
Steven G. Counelis. Archons Paul Sogotis 
and Isidoros Garifalakis are Regional 
Commanders for the San Francisco and 
Pacific Northwest regions respectively of 
the Metropolis.

“I couldn’t be more pleased and 
honored to make this appointment,” said 
Dr. Limberakis. “I had the privilege of 
getting to know Archon Ranglas and his 
dynamic wife Jeannie, who currently 
serves as President of the Metropolis 
of San Francisco Philoptochos and as 

Second Vice-President of the National 
Philoptochos, on pilgrimages we took 
together to deepen our knowledge of 
and love for our Holy Orthodox Faith and 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. Archon Gerry 
and Jeannie are an amazing team, serving 
God’s Holy Church and the Hellenic 
Community wholeheartedly and with an in-
spiring commitment to passing on the tra-
ditions of our Forefathers and Foremothers 
to our children, grandchildren, and genera-
tions to come.”

Archon Ranglas remarked: “This is 
an immense honor and a solemn com-
mitment. I am profoundly grateful to His 
Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros, His 
Eminence Metropolitan Gerasimos and 
National Commander Dr. Limberakis for 
their confidence in me. In this new role 
as Regional Commander in Southern 
California, I look forward to the opportu-
nity to expand my service to our Mother 
Church of Constantinople in the days 
ahead.”

Archon Gerry and Jeannie Ranglas are 
FOUNDERS of the Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew Foundation and Dominion 
Donors to the Saint Nicholas Greek 
Orthodox Church and National Shrine at 
the World Trade Center (Dominion Donors 
contribute between $1 and $2 million). 
They stated: “We view the Saint Nicholas 
National Shrine as a beacon of faith, hope, 
and love for the Orthodox faith in America.” 
In addition, Archon Gerry and Jeannie are 
members of Leadership 100 and benefac-
tors of the Metropolis of San Francisco. 
Archon Gerry is a member of the Executive 
Committee for Leadership 100. They are 
the lead donors of the Gerry and Jeannie 
Ranglas Ancient Greek History Chair at 
the University of California, San Diego. 
Jeannie was mentioned as one of the 

“Extraordinary Greek People” in Archon 
Andrew E. Manatos’ book of that name.

Gerry Ranglas was invested as an 
Archon on March 10, 2002 and conferred 
with the offikion Depoutatos

This is an immense honor and a 
solemn commitment. I am profoundly 
grateful to His Eminence Archbishop 
Elpidophoros, His Eminence 
Metropolitan Gerasimos and National 
Commander Dr. Limberakis for their 
confidence in me. In this new role as 
Regional Commander in Southern 
California."

–Regional Commander Gerry Ranglas
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Archon Regional News

Archon Perry Siatis

On, Nov. 18, the Hellenic Bar Association 
Foundation honored Archon Perry Siatis 
with its prestigious 2023 Lawyer of the 
Year Award, conferred at the Foundation’s 
73rd Annual Scholarship Ball.

Archon Christopher and Mary Stratakis 

The Board of Directors of the 
Archdiocesan Cathedral Philoptochos 
Society honored Archon Christopher 
Stratakis, Esq., and his wife Mary at their 
annual Chrysanthemum Ball, Nov. 17. 

Archon Harry Cavalaris 

Archon Harry T. Cavalaris was chosen as 
the recipient of the 2023 Metropolitan’s 
Choice Award of the Greek Orthodox 
Metropolis of Atlanta, Nov. 11.

Archons honored and recognized throughout the Country

Archon Andreas Comodromos

Archon Andreas D. Comodromos, 
Founding President and President 
Emeritus of the Cyprus-U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, was honored with that 
organization’s annual “Distinguished Merit 
Award.” on Nov. 2.

Archon Nikiforos Mathews

The Hellenic Lawyers Association honored 
Nikiforos Mathews at its 33rd Annual 
Scholarship Dinner Gala, in New York City 
on Nov. 10.

Archon Dr. Elias A. Iliadis

The Hellenic Federation of New Jersey 
honored Archon Dr. Elias A. Iliadis with the 
Hippocrates Community service award at 
their 10th Annual Gala Banquet, Oct. 15.

Archon George Zimmar, PhD

On December 24, 2023 at the Greek 
Orthodox Church of Our Saviour in Rye, NY, 
His Eminence Archbishop Elpidophoros 
of America honored Archon George 
Zimmar, PhD, with the Medal of Saint Paul, 
the highest commendation of the Greek 
Orthodox Archdiocese of America.

Archon George A. Tsougarakis

The Hellenic Medical Society honored 
George A. Tsougarakis as Hellene of the 
Year. This prestigious award was con-
ferred at the Hellenic Medical Society’s 
Annual Scholarship Gala, Dec. 9.

Archon Nick Letsios

In Washington D.C. on Dec 14, at a 
significant gathering of leaders, Nikolaos 
Letsios, 3rd from left, was honored with 
the "Goddess Artemis" award by the Euro-
American Women’s Council. 
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Archon National News

The following statement was issued by the National Commander 
on behalf of the Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate:

Even when inadvertent, military actions that instill harm to 
houses of worship and other institutions that are dedicat-
ed to aiding and protecting the innocent people who are 

caught up in war are unacceptable and could have far-reaching 
consequences that bring even more violence upon innocents. As 
Thomas Friedman noted in the New York Times, “an overreach in 
Gaza could set the whole neighborhood ablaze.”

Accordingly, we urge all people of faith and political leaders 
to take every precaution that prevents damage to sacred spaces 
and humanitarian institutions by immediately ceasing any and 
all operations that could harm women, children, the elderly, and 
others who have no conceivable responsibility for the conflict. 
We exhort them to recall the value of human life that is taught in 
their religious traditions, and accordingly to work assiduously to 
bring an end to this war, rather than to prolong and widen the suf-
fering of innocent people and the damage to civilian institutions.

The Orthodox Patriarchate of Jerusalem, of which Saint 
Porphyrius Church is a part, is committed to assistance, support, 
and refuge to those in need. We pray that all those involved will 
follow its lead, end actions that pressure the Patriarchate and 
other such institutions to abandon their sacred duties, and make 
the well-being of the most vulnerable and needy their utmost 
priority.

The Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate joins all those 
worldwide who rightfully condemn the savage terrorist attack on 
Israel by Hamas. We also stand as “peacemakers” who condemn 
all violence and call now for the bloodshed to end. Only through 
a profound commitment to peaceful coexistence and honest dia-
logue can peace dawn both in Gaza and in the entire world.

Archons  Condemn the Bombing of Gaza’s  
Saint Porphyrius Greek Orthodox Church  

and Other Humanitarian Institutions

The Church of Saint Porphyrius in Gaza City belongs to the 
Patriarchate of Jerusalem and was the oldest active church 
in the city.  The Church was sheltering hundreds of displaced 
Palestinians before it was hit overnight by an Israeli air strike.
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Patriarchal News

The United States 
Commission on 
International Religious 

Freedom (USCIRF) released 
a new report, Examination of 
Threats to Religious Sites in 
Turkey. This report examines 
threats to religious properties 
in Turkey, including places 
of worship, religious institu-
tions, and cemeteries, and 
outlines important aspects 
of the ongoing plight of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople.

The report notes that “the 1923 Treaty of Lausanne also provid-
ed protection and freedom of worship for the remaining non-Muslim 
communities,” but that this protection and freedom of worship has 
often been sharply curtailed, not infrequently through action against 
sacred Christian sites. The report shows highest number of attacks 
on Greek Orthodox and other Orthodox churches took place in the 
Marmara region, where Istanbul is located, correlating to its higher 
concentration of non-Muslim populations.

The report also cites one notorious example of how “confisca-
tion can also be used as a form of retaliation,” and details how 

“Turkish authorities confiscated the Prinkipo Greek Orthodox 
Orphanage in Büyükada, Istanbul” in 1964 and subsequently 

“closed it down and let it decay.” By the time the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate was able to regain control of the site by means of 
an appeal to the European Court of Human Rights, “the building 
had sustained significant damage and fallen into disrepair. The 
burden is on the Greek Orthodox community to repair and pre-
serve the site at considerable financial cost.”

In summary, the report concludes that while bombings and 
terrorist attacks have decreased over the last decade, incidents 
of vandalism, destruction of religious property through arson, 
treasure hunting, and the lack of prosecution of these inci-
dents have increasingly affected the Greek Orthodox and other 
Orthodox communities in Turkey. These findings are an indica-
tion of a wider political indifference towards the protection and 
property rights of the community as a non-Muslim minority.

A recent detailed analy-
sis of the Orthodox 
Church’s involvement 

in contemporary geopolitics 
includes the history, structure, 
and current influences of the 
Orthodox Church in various 
regions of the world.  The 
report is written by Professor 
Elizabeth Prodromou.  

The Executive Summary 
begins, "The historical sig-
nificance and current pres-
ence of Orthodox Churches 
in locations of key compe-
tition between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) 
and Russia, and in the great power rivalries of the twenty-first 
century, raises important questions about the role and impact of 
Orthodox Churches in contemporary geopolitics. Kremlin- sup-
ported challenges by the Moscow Patriarchate to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate of Constantinople (EP), the global leader of a unified 
Orthodox Church that endorses universal human rights and rule 
of law, have provoked intense ecclesiastical conflicts within 
Orthodoxy over institutional, normative, and material resources."

Some of the 'key takeaways' include:
The EP’s decision establishing the autocephalous Orthodox 

Church of Ukraine (OCU), concomitant with the Kremlin’s ongoing 
war in Ukraine, positions Ukraine as an important Rorschach test 
for the Constantinople-versus-Moscow orientations of Orthodox 
Churches worldwide.

Western diplomacy that holds Kyiv accountable on religious 
freedom decisions will give traction to Orthodox leaderships 
committed to human rights. Alternatively, transatlantic indif-
ference to Kyiv’s legislative and intelligence moves that target 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church (UOC) churches will weaken democ-
racy dynamics, social cohesion, and reconciliation in a post-war 
Ukraine.

Generational transitions in the leadership of key Orthodox 
patriarchates and autocephalous Churches will impact their sur-
vival strategies vis-à-vis democratic, non- democratic, and hybrid 
regimes.

USCIRF Releases New Report: Examination 
of Threats to Religious Sites in Turkey

Analysis of the Orthodox Church in 
Contemporary Geopolitics

B E R K L E Y  C E N T E R  F O R  R E L I G I O N ,  P E A C E  &  W O R L D  A F FA I R S

NOVEMBER 2023

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The historical significance and current presence of Orthodox Churches in locations of 
key competition between the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) and Russia, 
and in the great power rivalries of the twenty-first century, raises important questions 
about the role and impact of Orthodox Churches in contemporary geopolitics. Kremlin-
supported challenges by the Moscow Patriarchate to the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople (EP), the global leader of a unified Orthodox Church that endorses 
universal human rights and rule of law, have provoked intense ecclesiastical conflicts 
within Orthodoxy over institutional, normative, and material resources.

 This brief is a product 
of the Transatlantic 
Policy Network on 

Religion and Diplomacy, 
a forum of diplomats 

from North America and 
Europe working at the 
intersection of religion 

and foreign policy.

KEY TAKEAWAYS
• The EP’s decision establishing the autocephalous Orthodox Church of Ukraine 

(OCU), concomitant with the Kremlin’s ongoing war in Ukraine, positions Ukraine 
as an important Rorschach test for the Constantinople-versus-Moscow orientations of 
Orthodox Churches worldwide. 

• Western diplomacy that holds Kyiv accountable on religious freedom decisions will give 
traction to Orthodox leaderships committed to human rights. Alternatively, transatlantic 
indifference to Kyiv’s legislative and intelligence moves that target Ukrainian Orthodox 
Church (UOC) churches will weaken democracy dynamics, social cohesion, and 
reconciliation in a post-war Ukraine.

• Generational transitions in the leadership of key Orthodox patriarchates and 
autocephalous Churches will impact their survival strategies vis-à-vis democratic, non-
democratic, and hybrid regimes.

TRANSATLANTIC POLICY NETWORK ON RELIGION AND DIPLOMACY POLICY BRIEF #5

DIPLOMACY, GEOPOLITICS, AND GLOBAL 
ORTHODOX CHRISTIANITY IN THE 
TWENTY-FIRST CENTURY

By El izabeth H. Prodromou

The views expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and not of the Berkley Center, Georgetown University, 
or any TPNRD-participating government.
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Photo Briefs

Hellenic American Academy Students Learn About Religious Freedom and the Archons at The National Hellenic Museum 

On December 1, students from the Hellenic American Academy in Deerfield, IL, were greeted by Regional Commander John Manos, at the 
National Hellenic Museum in Chicago to tour the museum and view its latest exhibit, titled “Legacy, Renewal and Unity: Celebrating 100 
Years of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America.”

Archons in Chicago Attend St. Andrew’s Day Vespers

On November 29, the Archons in the Metropolis of Chicago 
attended the Vespers Service for the Feast Day of their Patron 
Saint, Saint Andrew, at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church 
in Chicago. Prior to the Service, His Eminence Metropolitan 
Nathanael of Chicago led the procession.

Archon Boardman speaks on Plight of the Ecumenical  
Patriarchate

On December 3, Holy Trinity Cathedral in Charlotte, NC held 
a memorial service for all departed Archons, and Patriarchs 
of Constantinople. After the memorial service, Archon Frank 
Boardman, AIA, Chairman of the Engagement Committee 
on Metropolis and Parish Education, spoke on the role of the 
Archons and the plight of the Ecumenical Patriarchate.
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Photo Briefs

Lecture on 'The Ecumenical Patriarchate under the Ottomans'

Archon Dr. Tom Papademetriou offered an historical lecture 
on “The Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople under the 
Ottomans” at Holy Trinity Orthodox Church in Tampa Bay, FL. 
Regional Commander Dr. Ted Vlahos, along with Rev. Jim 
Paris of Holy Trinity, welcomed guests in attendance. Archon 
Papademetriou was later presented a gift of a wooden vase, 
crafted by Archon Emmanuel E. Velivasakis, out of a locally 
harvested Black Oak log. The gift was presented as a show of 
appreciation by the Archons of Tampa-bay.

St. Andrew Feast Day Celebration in Boca Raton, FL

On December 3, South Florida Archons along with the Saint 
Mark, Boca Raton community members led by Father Mark 
Leondis, gathered in observance of Saint Andrew. The honored 
guest speaker was Dr. Tom Papademetriou. Dr. Tom presented 
a perspective on history and legacy events that impacted the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate. 

Archons in Boston Conduct Lecture

On November 19, 2023, Archons in the Metropolis of Boston conducted two lectures at the Saint Demetrios Greek Orthodox Church 
in Weston, MA in advance of the feast day of St. Andrew.  “I was absolutely delighted with the feedback we received from our parish-
ioners who told me they learned so much about the church and had a much greater appreciation for our 2000 year old faith,” said 
Regional Commander Jim Speros. 
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52 Fulfilled FOUNDERS (noted below in red*)

AHEPA*

The Alexos Family*

Mr. and Mrs. Jeffrey and Elaine Allen*

Anonymous, In Memory of Nikolaos Manginas*

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate*

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
In Memory of Archon Theodore and Mary 
Athanasakes*

Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras Foundation*

Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras Foundation 
Matching Grant*

Mr. and Mrs. Dimitri and Eleni Bousis*

Mr. and Mrs. George and Maria Cantonis*

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas and Elizabeth Cappas*

Mr. and Mrs. John and Margo Catsimatidis*

Dr. Dennis K. Dickos*

Mr. Andreas Dracopoulos*

Mr. and Mrs. Fotios and Joyce Frangakis*

Dr. George Galifianakis*

Mr. and Mrs. Carl and Cynthia Hollister*

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Joanne Kakoyiannis*

Dr. and Mrs. George and Bettina Kallins*

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Danialle Karmanos, Jr.*

Mr. and Mrs. Louis and Barbara Katsos*

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore & Jeri Konopisos, In 
Memory of James & Zoe Konopisos

Mr. and Mrs. John and Joanne Koudounis*

Leadership 100*

Mr. and Mrs. Constantine and Angela Liollio*

Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas and Susan Loutsion*

Mr. and Mrs. George and Judy Marcus*

Mr. Anthony Marlowe, In Memory of Nicholas 
Marlowe; Mrs. Becky Marlowe-McPartlin and 
Mrs. Francine Daemicke, In Memory of Demetra 
Booras, nee Papastavros*

Mr. and Mrs. Dean and Marianne Metropoulos*

Mr. Jeffrey Michals, In Memory of Anastasia 
Michals*

Mr. and Mrs. Gus and Gail Pablecas*

Dr. and Mrs. Gregory and Stellee Papadeas*

Dr. and Mrs. Steve and Zoe Paragioudakis*

Dr. Michael J. Patzakis, In Memory of Mrs. 
Susan Giokaris Patzakis*

Messrs. James and Theodore Pedas Family 
Foundation*

Mr. Michael Petridis*

Mr. and Mrs. Dean and Linda Poll*

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Robin Psaros*

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory and Jamie Saad*

Mr. George E. Safiol*

Mr. and Mrs. Dean and Susie Spanos*

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Helene Spanos*

Mr. and Mrs. James and Noreen Speros*

Drs. Spiro and Amalia Spireas*

Mr. Petros Stathis*

Mr. and Mrs. William and Linda Stavropoulos*

Mr. and Mrs. James and Lillian B. Thomas*

Drs. Gregory A. and Virginia Thomas*

Mr. and Mrs. James G. and Denise M. Thomas*

Mr. and Mrs. George and Barbara Vittas*

Mr. Gus M. Vratsinas, In Memory of Irene 
Christine Vratsinas*

Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Frosene Zeis*

159 Remaining FOUNDERS (noted below in black)

AHEPA Omega Chapter 371, Detroit, MI

The Alexandrion Foundation, Mr. Nawaf Salameh

All Saints Greek Orthodox Church, Weirton, WV

Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church / GreekFest 
Charity Gala, Inc.

Mrs. Maria Allwin

Mr. and Mrs. Harold and Georgia Anagnos

Mr. and Mrs. Nikolaos and Panagiota 
Anagnostopoulos

Mr. and Mrs. George and Lee Ann Anderson

Mr. and Mrs. Leon and Robyn Andris

Mr. and Mrs. Mike and Libby Angeliades

Anonymous

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Barbara Arbes

Archdiocesan Cathdral of the Holy Trinity, New 
York, NY

The Archons of the Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Mr. and Mrs. Ted and Demetra Argeroplos

Drs. John and Monica Athas and Family

Bishop Athenagoras of Nazianzos, In Honor of His 
Grace's Ordination Guests in Loving Service to the 
Holy Mother Church

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Eleni Bapis and Family

Dr. and Mrs. Charles and Elizabeth Beck

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Susan Bounas

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Verna Bousis

Dr. and Mrs. George and Raffaella Bovis

Hon. and Mrs. B. Theodore and A. Helen Bozonelis

Mr. and Mrs. Robert and Violetta Buhler

Mr. and Mrs. John and Mae Calamos

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Lauren Camarinos

Mr. and Dr. Constantine and Maria Caras

Dr. Spyro and Mrs. Marian Catechis

Mr. and Mrs. Frank and Anastasia Catrickes

Mr. and Mrs. Christos and Barbara Chrisafides

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Arete Cherpelis

Mr. and Mrs. Andreas and Anna Comodromos

Emmanuel, Fani and Paul Constas, In Memory of 
Paul, Kaiti and Michael Constas

Dr. and Mrs. Jonathan and Miranda Daniels

Mr. and Mrs. Dimitrios and Nadine Daskalos

Mr. and Mrs. Cindy and Damon Diamantaras

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
Founding Benefactor and Founding Member

Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras Foundation 
Fulfilled One-Million-Dollar Match

211 Founders    $22.815M Pledged

$100,000
DonorsFOUNDERS

List complete as of Dec 30, 2023   * Fulfilled pledge
** Participant in Bouras Foundation $1 Million Match
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Bartholomew Foundation FOUNDERS

Dr. and Mrs. Harry and Carol Lee Dimopoulos

Mr. and Mrs. Spiro and Gena Dongaris

Mr. and Mrs. William and Elizabeth Doucas

Mr. and Mrs. Nikitas and Marika Drakotos

Dr. Stilianos Efstratiadis, In Memory of Sotiria and 
Olga Marantidou

Mr. and Mrs. James A. and Michelle Frangis, In 
Honor of both of our fathers, Archon Manuel N. 
Tissura and the late Archon Leo Frangis

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher G. and Kynthia C. Furgis

Mr. and Mrs. Isidoros and Maria Garifalakis

Mr. Marios Gartaganis

Mr. and Mrs. Spyro and Kay Georgopalis

Mr. and Mrs. Boris and Youlianna Gurov

Mr. and Mrs. Demitrios and Georgia Halakos

Mr. and Mrs. John Jr. and Sonia Halecky, In 
Memory of Nicholas J. Bouras and John Farkas

Mr. and Mrs. Gregory and Marie Halvatzis

Mr. and Mrs. Stavros and Vivi Haviaras

Holy Trinity Greek Orthodox Cathedral, Carmel, 
Indiana

Holy Trinity Orthodox Church, Westfield, NJ, In 
Memory of Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras

Dr. Elias and Katherine Iliadis and Family

Mr. and Mrs. Todor and Iliana Jeliaskov

Mr. Timothy J. Joannides and Family / Joannides 
Family Foundation, In Memory of Kathy Joannides

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Katherine Johnson

Mr. and Mrs. Spiro and Chrisoula Kailas

Mr. and Mrs. Constantine and Lynne Kalaris

Stephen Kalivas

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Panagiota Kampiziones

Dr. and Mrs. Stamatios and Anita Kartalopoulos

Mrs. Valerie Kats and Family

Mr. and Mrs. Arthur and Denise Katsaros

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Emily Ann Kavourias

Dr. and Mrs. Kenneth A. and Arlene Siavelis Kehl

Kimisis Theotokou Greek Orthodox Church, 
Brooklyn, NY

Mr. and Mrs. Lazaros and Paula Kircos

Mr. and Mrs. Joseph and Anna Kokolakis

Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Athanasia Kontos

Mr. and Mrs. Mihail and Katina Koulakis

Dr. Dimitris K. Kyriazis and Dr. Stephanie Grosz, In 
Memory of Amerisa- Kyriakos Kyriazis

Mr. and Mrs. Markos and Sevasti Lagos

Mr. and Mrs. Nick and Marina Letsios

Drs. Anthony and Maria Limberakis

Dr. and Mrs. Cary J. and Alexis D. Limberakis

Dr. and Mrs. John and Catherine Lingas

The Paula and Andrew Liveris Foundation

Mr. Louis G. Malevitis and Mrs. Marion Malevitis 
Gouvis

Mr. and Mrs. Angelo and Susan Magafan, In 
Memory of Aristides "Harry" Magafan

Mr. Thomas Makkos

Mr. and Mrs. Angello and Joanna Mallas

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew and Tina Manatos

Mr. and Mrs. John and Elena Manos

Mr. Bill Mataragas

Dr. Vasillios and Mrs. Katina Mathews

Mr. and Mrs. Richard and Kris McGee

George Melissinos

Mr. and Mrs. Dennis and Karen Mehiel

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Katherine Mesologites

Direct Archdiocesan District**

Metropolis of Boston**

Metropolis of Denver**

Metropolis of Atlanta**

Metropolis of Detroit**

Metropolis of Pittsburgh**

Metropolis of San Francisco**

Metropolis of New Jersey**

His Eminence Metropolitan Nathanael of 
Chicago**

Mr. Frank Mihalopoulos, In Memory of Maryann 
Sarris Mihalopoulos

Mr. and Mrs. Antonis and Vasiliki Mistras

Mr. and Mrs. Demitrios M. and Celeste Moschos, 
In Memory of Vasiliky Strates Moschos and Mary 
Fundoukos Thomaris

Nativity of the Virgin Mary Church, Plymouth, MI

Mr. and Mrs. Michael and Meropi Neamonitakis

Mr. and Mrs. Petros and Kyriaki Neamonitakis

Mr. A. Byron Nicolaides, In Memory of Dimitris and 
Zoies Nicolaides

Mr. and Mrs. Louis and Helen Nicozisis

Mr. and Mrs. Anthony and Lisa Palmieri

Pan Gregorian Enterprises Inc. of America 
Charitable Foundation

Mr. and Mrs. George and Stephanie Pantelidis

Mr. and Mrs. James and Stella Pantelidis

Dr. and Mrs. Peter and Estelle Panton

Mr. Anthony Papamarkos, In Memory of Avgoustis 
Papamarkos

Mr. and Mrs. George N. and Christalla Papas

Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas and Elaine Pappas

Tina and Anthony Payiavlas and Family

Mr. and Mrs. John and Marisa Payiavlas

Mr. Miroslav Petchev

National Philoptochos Society

Mr. and Mrs. Fotios and Vicky Piniros

Mr. and Mrs. John and Helen Psaras

Mr. and Mrs. Gerry and Jeannie Ranglas

Mr. and Mrs. Kosta and Kleoniki Raptis

Saints Constantine and Helen Cathedral of 
Brooklyn

Saint John the Theologian Cathedral of Tenafly, 
NJ

Saint George Church, Southgate, MI / Lazaros 
Kircos Charitable Fund

Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox Church of Naples, 
FL

Saint Mark Greek Orthodox Church, Boca Raton, 
FL, The Clergy and Archons of Saint Mark in 
Memory of Peter Dion

Saint Sophia Foundation, Los Angeles, CA

Mr. Nicholas Scandalios

Mr. Yanni Sianis

Mr. Pericles Siatis

Mr. and Mrs. Niko and Despina Sideridis

Mr. and Mrs. Franklin (Rocky) and Constance 
Sisson

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Aphrodite Skeadas

Mr. and Mrs. Paul and Denise Skoutelas

Mr. and Mrs. Samuel and Judith Spanos

Mr. and Mrs. William and Tiki Spell

Mr. and Mrs. George and Georgia Stamas

Mr. and Mrs. Lambros and Helen Stassinos

Mr. and Mrs. Stavro and Audrey Soussou

Mr. and Mrs. Peter and Maria Tarhanidis

Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Olga Tenedios

Mr. and Mrs. Theodore and Anne Theophilos

Mr. and Mrs. Chris and Sandy Tsamutalis

Mr. and Mrs. Christopher and Georgette 
Tsavoussis

Mr. and Mrs. Savas and Maria Tsivicos

Mr. and Mrs. George and Olga Tsunis

Mr. and Mrs. Paraskevas and Christina 
Valaskantjis

Mr. and Mrs. Emmanuel E. and Orsa Velivasakis

Mr. and Mrs. George and Christie Vlahakos

Dr. and Mrs. Theodore P. and Filitsa Vlahos

Mr. and Mrs. Gary and Tina Vrionis

Dr. and Mrs. Thomas and Susan Williams

Dr. Stephen and Dr. Anna Yallourakis

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard and Penelope Zangas

Mr. and Mrs. John and Joni Zavitsanos

Mr. and Mrs. Steve and Angeliki Zervoudis

Mr. and Mrs. Demetrios and Bessie Ziozis
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33 Days Sponsored

The Nicholas J. and Anna K. Bouras 
Foundation

10 Days Sponsored

Peter Karmanos Jr. • Hypomimneskon • 
05/06/15
George M. Marcus • Exarchos • 02/24/91
Michael G. Psaros • Ostiarios • 10/19/14
George E. Safiol • Archeiophylax • 03/16/97
Dr. Spiro Spireas • Aktouarios • 10/31/10

8 Days Sponsored

John A. Catsimatidis • Notarios • 02/28/88

6 Days Sponsored

William H. Spell • Laosynaktis • 10/18/15

5 Days Sponsored

Nicholas I. Karamatsoukas • Ostiarios • 
10/23/05
Pericles C. Siatis, Esq. • Hieromnemon • 
10/20/19

4 Days Sponsored

Dr. Stephen J. Yallourakis • Aktouarios • 
10/23/05
Theodore K. Zampetis • Kastrinsios • 10/28/07

3 Days Sponsored

Thomas S. Cappas • Nomophylax • 10/10/04
Michael S. Johnson • Depotatos • 10/10/79
Arthur T. Katsaros • Ostiarios • 10/20/19
Peter Mesologites • Depotatos • 10/16/16
Hon. Matthew Mirones • Aktouarios • 10/28/18
Dr. Michael J. Patzakis • Didaskalos • 10/22/06
Nicholas G. Scandalios • Skevophylax • 
10/20/19
Ms. Elena Stefanopoulos
Tim Tassopoulos • Maistor • 10/28/07
Dr. Chris Vasilakis • Imnodos • 10/31/21

2 Days Sponsored

Harold V. Anagnos • Depotatos • 10/28/07
Peter J. Barris • Depotatos • 10/10/04
Robert A. Buhler • Referendarios • 10/28/18
Nicholas E. Chimicles, Esq. • Nomophylax • 
10/20/13
Peter G. Chiopelas • Ostiarios • 10/16/16
Thomas E. Constance • Nomophylax • 
10/23/05
Steven M. Laduzinsky • Nomophylax • 11/01/09
Nicholas L. Lekas • ProtoNotarios • 10/20/13
Constantine S. Liollio • Hartophylax • 10/22/17
Christos G. Miliotes • Hartophylax • 03/16/97
James Pedas • Hypomnimatografos • 10/31/10
Theodore Pedas • Exarchos • 10/31/10
Paun (Panayiotis) Peters • Laosynaktis • 10/19/14
Gerry Ranglas • Depotatos • 03/10/02
Franklin  G. Sisson Jr. • Prepositos • 10/16/16
Peter J. Skeadas • Hieromnemon • 10/10/04
Demosthenes Vasiliou • Depotatos • 10/31/10
Theodore Vavoulis • Depotatos • 10/20/19
John Zavitsanos, Esq. • Ekdikos • 10/10/04
Steve E. Zeis • Skevophylax • 10/28/18

1 Day Sponsored

John Alahouzos • Depotatos • 6/10/09
Nicholas Alexos
Nikolaos Anagnostopoulos • Hartoularios • 
10/31/21
George J. Anderson • Maistor • 9/27/06
Leon W. Andris • Ostiarios • 3/9/03
Mike Angeliades • Skevophylax • 10/20/13
Theodore Angelis, Esq. • Ekdikos • 10/9/22
Arthur C. Anton, Jr. • Kastrinsios • 10/20/13
Peter T. Arbes • Hartoularios • 10/31/10
Soterios T. Argeroplos • Eftaxias • 10/31/21
Lewis A. Assaley • Eftaxias • 10/26/08
Dennis Assanis • Prostatis Ton Grammaton • 
10/22/17
Harry G. Athanasiou • Eftaxias • 10/22/17
Alex M. Azar II • Aktouarios • 10/31/21
Nicholas Balidis • Maistor • 10/20/19
Arthur Balourdos • Hypomnematographos • 
10/26/08

Nick Μ. Bapis • Hartoularios • 10/28/07
Michael N. Bapis • Depotatos • 10/22/17
Charles L. Beck, Jr. • Aktouarios • 10/31/10
Gerald J. Biernacki • HHieromnemon • 
10/21/12
Frank P. Boardman • Maistor • 10/22/17
Mark S. Boardman, Esq. • Ekdikos • 10/20/19
Constantine M. Boukidis, Esq. • Nomophylax • 
10/9/22
Nicholas J. Bournias • Prostatis Ton 
Grammaton • 10/18/15
Dimitris Bousis • Maistor • 10/23/05
George K. Bovis • Ostiarios • 10/31/21
Justin K. Bozonelis • Kastrinsios • 10/22/17
B. Theodore Bozonelis • Ekdikos • 10/28/07
Paul Bregianos • Depotatos • 10/18/15
Daniel A. Breno • Depotatos • 11/1/09
Anthony X. Brigis • Hartoularios • 10/18/15
Robert M. Buchanan Jr. • Hartoularios • 
10/20/13
John P. Calamos, Sr. • Eftaxias • 10/18/15
Michael D. Camarinos, Esq. • Dikaiophylax • 
10/22/23
Ronald E. Canakaris • Ekdikos • 10/31/10
Constantine G. Caras • Skevophylax • 3/8/98
Nicholas A. Carras • Ekdikos • 10/23/05
Spyros Catechis • Referendarios • 10/31/21
Frank D. Catrickes • Kastrinsios • 10/31/21
James C. Catrickes • Maistor • 10/18/15
Arthur N. Chagaris • Notarios • 3/9/03
Anthony F. Chapekis • Dikaiophylax • 3/9/03
Jeffery G. Chrones • Dikaiophylax • 10/31/21
Vassos Chrysanthou • Maistor • 10/23/05
John N. Colis • Notarios • 10/20/13
Andreas D. Comodromos • Dikaiophylax • 
3/3/96
Demetrios Constantinides • Referendarios • 
4/3/16
Peter J. Couchell • Hartoularios • 3/8/98
Jon J. Couchell • Dikaiophylax • 10/21/12
Steven G. Counelis • Nomophylax • 10/31/21
Patrick R. Crosson • Hartoularios • 11/1/09
Elias Damianakis • Maistor • 10/31/10
Damon Diamantaras • Depotatos • 10/9/22
Jimmy Daskalos • Ostiarios • 10/31/10

List includes: Donor Name, Offikion • Offikion date 
Each day sponsored represents at least a $3,000 pledge donation.
List complete as of Dec 21, 2023

The Annual
Exarch’s
Appeal

With the extraordinary accomplishments and undertakings 
of the Archons, it now costs over $2,000,000 a year to 
operate our religious freedom mission.
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Exarch's Appeal

1 Day Sponsored (continued)

Frank N. Demeris • Orphanotrophos • 10/16/16
John W. Demetropoulos • Kastrinsios • 
10/10/04
George G. Demos, Esq. • Nomophylax • 
10/20/19
George C. Demos, Esq. • Dikaiophylax • 
10/20/13
Harry G. Dimopoulos • Hartophylax • 10/28/18
Nikitas Drakotos • Depotatos • 3/3/85
Philip J. Economopoulos • 
Hypomnematographos • 10/22/17
Michael E. Economou • Skevophylax • 10/31/21
Stilianos Efstratiadis • Hypomimneskon • 
10/20/19
John P. Eliopoulos • Aktouarios • 10/31/10
Andrew J. Eliopulos • Hartoularios • 10/9/22
Antonios J. Emmanouilidis • Primikirios • 
3/7/93
Stephen Ferranti • Referendarios • 10/9/22
Kenneth Frangadakis • Ostiarios • 3/5/00
Fotios J. Frangakis • Skevophylax • 10/28/18
James A. Frangis • Notarios • 10/20/19
Michael P. Gabriel • Aktouarios • 6/19/05
Sam E. Galeotos • Depotatos • 10/28/18
Isidoros Garifalakis • Depotatos • 10/10/04
Thomas G. Gatzunis • Hartoularios • 10/22/17
George M. Gazis • Ostiarios • 10/1/11
Davis Gdovin
Leslie P. George • Ekdikos • 10/22/06
John D. Georges • Kastrinsios • 10/22/06
Stephen A. Georgeson • Ekdikos • 3/9/03
Renos Georgiou • Ostiarios • 10/23/05
Spyros Georgopalis • Skevophylax • 10/9/22
Alexander A. Gianaras • Laosynaktis • 2/18/01
Peter J. Gouris • Prepositos • 10/20/19
John H. Gountanis, Esq. • Dikaiophylax • 
10/9/22
Geofrey Greenleaf
Vassilios B. Grous • Eftaxias • 10/28/07
Gary C. Grysiak • Aktouarios • 2/28/99
John G. Gumas • Hartophylax • 10/31/21
Demitrios V. Halakos • Skevophylax • 10/18/15
John Halecky III • Notarios • 10/20/13
Alexandros Haralambides, Esq. • Nomodotis • 
10/9/22
John C. Harbilas • Eftaxias • 10/28/18
Stavros Haviaras • Depotatos • 10/20/13
John A. Hilaris • Asekretes • 10/16/16
Carl R. Hollister • Referendarios • 10/22/17
George G. Horiates • Notarios • 10/21/12
Sheila Hrapchak, In Memory of John
Elias A. Iliadis • Exarchos • 10/31/21
Timothy J. Joannides • Maistor • 10/23/05
Phillip M. Kafarakis • Depotatos • 10/28/18
Peter Kakoyiannis • Nomophylax • 3/8/98

Theodore M. Kakoyiannis • Dikaiophylax • 
10/31/21
Constantine J. Kalaris • Laosynaktis • 10/31/21
William C. Kallinikos • Depotatos • 10/23/05
James G. Kallins • Exarchos • 3/3/96
George J. Kallins • Eftaxias • 10/31/10
Chris Karamanos • Eftaxias • 10/16/11
Stamatios V. Kartalopoulos • Exarchos • 
2/28/99
Ilias Katsos • Depotatos • 10/31/21
Michael Kavourias • Nomophylax • 10/16/16
Theodore X. Koinis • Ekdikos • 10/21/12
Michael T. Koinis • Kastrinsios • 10/20/19
Dennis D. Kokenes • Asingritis • 10/31/21
Joseph J. Kokolakis • Depotatos • 10/31/21
Sotiris K Kolokotronis • Ostiarios • 10/9/22
Theodore D. Konopisos • Hieromnemon • 
10/18/15
William M. Korchak • Ostiarios • 10/22/17
George Kossaras • Ostiarios • 3/10/02
John S. Koudounis • Eftaxias • 10/16/16
Mihail Koulakis • Hieromnemon • 11/1/09
George M. Koulianos • Ostiarios • 10/28/18
George T. Koulianos • Aktouarios • 10/28/07
George S. Kounoupis, Esq. • Dikaiophylax • 
10/9/22
Nicholas F. Kourtis, Esq. • ProtEkdikos • 
10/20/19
Christ G. Kraras • Aktouarios • 3/12/95
Michael J. Kratsios • Kastrinsios • 10/31/21
Frank L. Kuchuris • Depotatos • 2/24/91
Kyriacos C. Kyriacou, Esq. • Ekdikos • 10/31/21
Nicholas C. Kyriazi • Aktouarios • 10/31/21
Markos K. Lagos • Maistor • 10/19/14
James G. Lakerdas, Esq. • Asingritis • 10/9/22
Elias J. Lambiris • Nomophylax • 10/18/15
Louis J. Laros • ProtoNotarios • 10/28/18
Nicholas G. Latousakis • Hieromnemon • 
10/16/16
Stamatios Lerakis, M.D. • Aktouarios • 10/9/22
Cary J. Limberakis • Aktouarios • 10/10/04
Anthony J. Limberakis • Aktouarios • 3/8/87
John Lingas • Aktouarios • 1/1/85
Andrew N. Liveris • ProtoNotarios • 10/31/10
Emanuel N. Logothetis • Depotatos • 2/28/88
Arthur Loridas • Depotatos • 10/22/06
George E. Loucas, Esq. • Referendarios • 
10/28/18
John J. Louizos • Ekdikos • 10/28/18
Nicholas G. Loutsion • Aktouarios • 3/9/03
Angelo H. Magafan • Laosynaktis • 10/31/21
Keith A. Maib • Notarios • 10/19/14
Thomas Makkos • Laosynaktis • 10/9/22
George G. Makris • Orphanotrophos • 10/23/05
Angelo N. Mallas • Hartoularios • 10/28/18
Andrew E. Manatos • Depotatos • 2/24/91

Nikitas N. Manias • Depotatos • 10/18/15
James N. Maniatis • Ekdikos • 3/11/84
John G. Manos • Eftaxias • 3/1/13
Markos K. Marinakis • Depotatos • 10/16/11
George N. Marinides • Aktouarios • 10/22/17
Thrasyvoulos Maroulis • Aktouarios • 10/9/22
William Marusich • Hartoularios • 10/28/18
Vasilios Mathews • Referendarios • 10/31/21
Nikiforos Mathews, Esq. • Ekdikos • 11/1/09
Richard K. McGee, Esq. • Referendarios • 
10/16/16
Anthony W. Megas • Notarios • 10/9/22
Dennis Mehiel • Orphanotrophos • 10/23/05
Pantelis Michalos • Aktouarios • 10/31/21
Jeffrey E. Michals • Hieromnemon • 10/22/17
Frank Mihalopoulos • Depotatos • 10/31/10
Michael H. Missios • Eftaxias • 10/19/14
Girard J. Mitchell • Exarchos • 10/20/19
George H. Mitsanas • Referendarios • 10/22/17
Mark G. Moraitakis • Ekdikos • 10/31/21
Nicholas C. Moraitakis • Hieromnemon • 
3/20/94
Ted Moudis • Maistor • 10/16/16
Petros Neamonitakis • Hartoularios • 10/31/21
Stratton J. Nicolaides • Depotatos • 3/16/97
Louis Nicozisis • Primikirios • 3/15/92
Tom Nixon • Dikaiophylax • 10/16/16
Jeremy Oryhon • Dierminefs • 10/20/19
Gus M. Pablecas • Ostiarios • 10/22/06
Steve C. Padis • Exarchos • 10/20/13
Anthony Palmieri • Depotatos • 10/21/12
Anthony F. Pantazopoulos • Orphanotrophos • 
10/28/18
James Pantelidis • Notarios • 10/21/12
Stavros S. Papadopulos • Aktouarios • 
10/15/95
Nicholas Papain • Nomophylax • 10/31/21
Anthony Papamarkos • Maistor • 10/9/22
Christopher J. Pappas • Maistor • 10/10/04
Peter G. Pappas • Exarchos • 3/23/86
George F. Pappas • Nomophylax • 10/28/18
Dean G. Pappas • ProtEkdikos • 10/31/21
Basil Pappas • Exarchos • 10/9/22
Steve J. Paragioudakis • Ostiarios • 10/28/18
Panagiotis Parthenis, Sr. • Referendarios • 
10/28/07
Solon P. Patterson • Skevophylax • 3/9/03
John Patzakis • ProtEkdikos • 10/28/18
Constantinos Perdikakis • Ostiarios • 10/20/13
Gus G. Perdikakis • Depotatos • 3/7/82
Stephen J. Petrick, Esq. • Dikaiophylax • 
10/20/19
Demetrios Polos • Hieromnemon • 10/19/14
Theodore J. Poplos • Hartophylax • 10/19/14
George Postolos, Esq. • Eftaxias • 10/9/22
Ben Powell • Depotatos • 10/9/22
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Peter E. Preovolos • Hartophylax • 7/4/82
Reince Priebus • Nomophylax • 10/16/11
Apostolos Pries • Skevophylax • 10/19/14
Alexander Pritsos • Hieromnemon • 3/15/92
Michael P. Psyllos, Esq. • Kastrinsios • 10/28/18
Nicholas Rallis • Aktouarios • 10/20/19
Christopher G. Rongos • Primikirios • 10/16/16
Gregory B. Saad • Nomodotis • 10/31/21
George Sakellaris • Ostiarios • 10/28/07
Charles P. Sandilos, Esq. • Ekdikos • 10/9/22
Terry Sarantou • Hartoularios • 10/31/21
Anthony T. Saris • Aktouarios • 3/10/02
John C. Sarkioglu • Exarchos • 3/7/93
William M. Scaljon • Aktouarios • 3/3/96
Byron A. Scordelis • Hypomnematographos • 
10/16/16
Nicholas Seketa • Ritor • 10/28/18
Robert G. Shaw • Megas Proto Ekdikos • 
3/10/03
Yanni Sianis • Skevophylax • 10/9/22
Constantine Sideridis • Proto Notarios • 
10/18/15
George A. Sifakis • Nomophylax • 10/22/17
John Sitilides • Referendarios • 10/22/17
Demetrios G. Skedros • Maistor • 10/31/21
James C. Skedros, Ph.D. • Didaskalos • 10/9/22
Paul P. Skoutelas • Referendarios • 10/31/21
Paul P. Sogotis • Orphanotrophos • 10/26/08
Stavro G. Sousou • Hartophylax • 10/31/20
Michael A Spanos • Depotatos • 6/6/04
Nicholas Spanos • Hartophylax • 10/20/19
Dean Spanos • Maistor • 6/6/04

George J. Spanos • Ostiarios • 10/31/21
James D. Speros • Kastrinsios • 3/10/02
Christos Spyropoulos • Proto Notarios • 
11/1/09
George A. Stamboulidis • Ekdikos • 10/16/16
Lambros K. Stassinos • Hypomnimatografos • 
10/20/19
Demetrios G. Stathopoulos • Referendarios • 
10/19/14
Michael N. Stefanoudakis, Esq. • 
Orphanotrophos • 10/18/15
George R. Stephanopoulos • Megas 
Nomophylax • 10/24/97
Wesley A. Stinich • Referendarios • 10/22/06
Christopher Stratakis • Notarios • 3/8/98
John C. Stratakis • Dikaiophylax • 10/26/08
Thomas M. Suehs • Skevophylax • 10/16/11
George Svokos • Aktouarios • 10/16/16
John Tangalos • Dierminefs • 10/31/10
Peter Tarhanidis, Ph.D. • Kastrinsios • 10/9/22
Stephanos Tenedios • Primikerios • 10/20/19
Romey Terezi • Notarios • 10/9/22
Nicholas E. Terezis • Ekdikos • 10/18/15
Basilios C. Theodosakis • Depotatos • 3/19/78
Theodore J. Theophilos • Dikaiophylax • 
10/23/05
Stephen D. Tibbs • Orphanotrophos • 10/31/21
Peter E. Tiboris • Hieromnemon • 10/9/22
Andreas Touzos • Ostiarios • 2/18/01
Elias Trahanas, Esq. • Prostatis Ton 
Grammaton • 10/9/22
Stephanos Trakas • Hartoularios • 10/9/22
Nicholas J. Tranto • ProtEkdikos • 10/31/21

Kyriakos Tsakopoulos • Eftaxias • 10/22/06
Nicholas Tsapatsaris • Kastrinsios • 10/26/08
Christopher Tsavoussis • Laosynaktis • 
10/31/21
George A. Tsougarakis • Dikaiophylax • 
10/16/11
Peter A. Tsudis • Depotatos • 10/22/17
Dean Vafiadis • Hieromnemon • 3/8/98
Sotirios J. Vahaviolos • Hartoularios • 10/10/04
Sarantos Vallas • Eftaxias • 10/28/18
James D. Vavas • Maistor • 10/28/18
Emmanuel E. Velivasakis • Eftaxias • 3/10/02
George P. Vittas • Ekdikos • 10/22/17
Peter A. Vlachos • Ostiarios • 2/18/01
George J. Vlahakos, Esq. • Nomodotis • 
10/9/22
Theodore P. Vlahos • Aktouarios • 10/22/06
Gus Vratsinas • Ostiarios • 3/10/02
Gary M. Vrionis • Eftaxias • 10/23/05
Howard E. West Jr. • Notarios • 10/28/18
Thomas Williams, DDS, M.D. • Orphanotrophos 
• 10/9/22
Chris Yiantsou • Aktouarios • 10/28/18
Andrew C. Zachariades • Kastrinsios • 10/16/16
James E. Zaferis • Laosinaktis • 10/9/22
Leonard Zangas • Hieromnemon • 10/31/10
George Zapantis • Hypomemneskontis • 
10/9/22
Theodore J. Zaravinos • Aktouarios • 3/3/96
Steve Zervoudis • Hartophylax • 10/16/16
George P. Zimmar • Prostatis Ton Grammaton 
• 10/23/05
Demetrios J. Ziozis • Eftaxias • 10/20/19

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0106

In Memoriam
Anastasios S. Betzelos
Hartoularios
Glenview, IL
Departed on Oct 6, 2023

John G. Dallas
Ostiarios
Norwell, MA
Departed on Oct 31, 2023

Frank L. Kuchuris
Depoutatos
Lincolnwood, IL
Departed on Dec 8, 2023

Victor A. Panagos
Architekton
Gaithersburg, MD
Departed on Aug 15, 2023

Harry G. Plomarity
Ekdikos
Corpus Christi, TX
Departed on Nov 9, 2023

Basilios Theodosakis
Depoutatos
Brooklyn, NY
Departed on Oct 29, 2023

Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate


