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“I have, of course, faced a lot of negative discrimination for being an Armenian before this. 
For instance, when I was doing my short-term military service (8 months) in the Denizli 12th 
Infantry Regiment, all my friends in my cohort were promoted to the rank of private after taking 
the oath except for me. I was a man with two children and perhaps I shouldn’t have cared. What’s 
more, I would be more comfortable than the others. I would not be assigned night watches or 
more dif  cult duties. But the truth of the matter is, I was deeply affected by this discrimination. I 
will never ever forget how I hid behind the tin shed and cried alone for two hours after the oath 
ceremony, while everyone else shared their happiness with their families.215 

“…no people can be a monolithic whole. I cannot and I won’t say Armenian people are this, 
this is how they see things, this is how they live. But of course, the Armenian community [that 
remains in Turkey] is a people subjected to a hundred years of pressure from the state and con-
sequently have been negatively affected psychologically. During this pressure, they were helped 
by very few groups or circles. Many Armenians don’t want to put themselves forward, they think 
twice when taking positions. I mean, we’re the kind of people who, when a cabbie asks for our 
names, think about whether we should say our real names. Because you never know what’s going 
to happen after that. From this point of view, the life of Armenian people in Turkey is to live a bit 
as if we exist and a bit as if we do not exist. Of course, not all Armenians live like this, but we can 
say that the fear pervading some segment is not unfounded. There are those who want to smash 
this fear, to say what they know as truth, and Hrant was one of them. That’s why he was killed. So 
here we enter a dead end street. It’s not possible to say, “No, nothing will happen to me” to those 
who say, “If you talk, something will happen to you.” In the end, we are talking about a people 
who were subjected to genocide, whose properties have been con  scated, and whose existence 
has been denied.”216 
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