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“
This is maybe the greatest honor

I have ever received in my public life.

”

Joe Biden
VICE PRESIDENT

2015 Recipient of The Athenagoras Human Rights Award

ARCHON WEEKEND 2015
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Vice President Biden becomes recipient of Athenagoras Human Rights Award

Archbishop Demetrios 
of America, Exarch 
of  the Ecumenica l 

Patriarchate together with 
Archons’ National Commander 
Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis 
presented the Athenagoras 
Human Rights Award to Vice 
President of the United States 
Joe Biden. The Award was 
presented during the Order 
of St. Andrew the Apostle, 
Archons of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate Award Banquet 
held at the New York Hilton, 
Oct. 17, 2015.

The Order of St. Andrew 
“is honored to honor you,” 
said National Commander 
L imbe rak i s  to  the  V i ce 
President as he presented the 
award. Dr. Limberakis spoke of 
the history and the meaning of 
the Award, the personality and 
the ministry of the “spiritual 
giant” Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras of blessed mem-
ory who toiled as a partner of 

the United States in defense 
of freedom and liberty. He 
further presented the fight of 
the Order of St. Andrew in de-
fense of human rights, religious 
freedom and the rights of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate.

“The core of the spiritual 
mission of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate,” he said, “is free-
dom, freedom in Christ to live 
at the utmost of our human 
potential.”

Dr. Limberakis praised Vice 
President Biden as “a constant 
friend and a voice of advocacy 
of the free exercise of the spiri-
tual mission of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate.”

“We thank you for all you 
have done and all you will do 
in the future for the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate,” he concluded.

A video message of His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew followed in which 
the Ecumenical Patriarch paid 
tribute to the Vice President.

“This is maybe the greatest 
honor I have ever received in 
my public life,” said the Vice 
President in accepting the 
Award. Biden recounted the 
fulfilling and moving spiritual 
experience of his two visits to 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
praised Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew and said that 
he is the most blessed man 
he has ever met in his life, a 
saintly man. The Vice President 
said that throughout his ca-
reer, the absolute commit-
ment to freedom of religion as 
something we posses simply 
because we are children of 
God, has been a guiding prin-
ciple. Speaking about the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, he 
said that the Greek Orthodox 
Church must have the right to 
control its own destiny free of 
the influence of any govern-
ment at all.

Archbishop Demetrios, in 
his response, congratulated 

and praised Vice President 
Biden as worthy “Axios” of the 
Athenagoras Human Rights 
Award.

“The Vice President is some-
one who fights for freedom 

“
To all of you who have earned the title Archon, you’ve defended the Church, 
reminded us, remind me that it is ultimately our faith that sustains us, it’s 
ultimately our faith, and that our religious values are entirely consistent with 
our civic values, our values as Americans.

”

Archon Michael Psaros, intro-
duces the dais.

The Vice President with His Eminence Geron Archbishop Demetrios of America, National 
Commander Drs. Anthony and Maria Limberakis and their family.

ARCHON WEEKEND 2015
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in the real sense,” said the 
Archbishop and explained 
“freedom has just one limit, 
my freedom is absolute up to 
the point it infringes upon the 
freedom of the person next 
to me; the next person is the 
limit of my freedom. If there is 
no such a limit, then freedom 
loses value and meaning and 
becomes an arbitrary thing 
causing lots of problems.”

His Eminence citing the 
French philosopher Jean Paul 
Sartre who had written that 
“the other person is my en-
emy,” asked rhetorically why 
and answered: “Because he 
or she –the other person- limits 
my freedom.”

The Archbishop maintained 
that, “the other is not your 
enemy, but someone who 

is enhancing your freedom, 
preventing this freedom from 
becoming something uncon-
trolled and arbitrary,” and 
added: “This Vice President 
exemplifies this kind of free-
dom, freedom but with respect 
to the other person, so there is 
mutuality in our freedom; and 
the Athenagoras Award has 
this principle as its basis.”

Archon Michael Psaros in-
troduced the dais guests at 
the beginning of the program, 
the national anthems were 
sung by Eva Agathis. Vice 
Commander John Halecky, 
Jr. offered the welcoming re-
marks. Archon Mike Emanuel, 
Chief Congressional and 
Senior Political Correspondent 
of FOX News was the Master 
of Ceremonies. 

[Top to bottom] Admiral James G. Stavridis, Supreme Allied 
Commander Europe and 2011 Athenagoras Award recipi-
ent.  Archon George S. Tsandikos, Chairman of Leadership 100. 
Archon Demetrios and Mary Limberakis with their daughter Helen 
Sampsonis, Archon Stephen and Valine Georgeson and Fordham 
University President Joseph M. McShane.

“
Our work is not yet done.  Protecting 
religious freedom, upholding 
universal human rights, it’s a work 
that’s never going to be finished.   
But we never tire in the defense 
of that which we hold sacred.   
And I’m delighted, delighted to 
celebrate tonight the values and 
commitments that we all share here 
among so many friends.   I know 
that we see the same truth.  I know 
that we’ll continue to work together 
to answer that great calling.

”
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Hi s  E m i n e n c e 
Geron Archbishop 
Demetrios of America 

jo ined the Order of Saint 
Andrew in honor ing Hon. 
Nicholas Tsoucalas by bestow-
ing upon him the "Nicholas J. 
Bouras Award for Extraordinary 
Archon Stewardship." The 
Award was presented during 
a special celebratory dinner 
dance held at the New York 
Hilton Hotel, which launched 
the Annual Archon Weekend 
on Friday, October 16, 2015.

Archon Nicholas' was joined 
by his daughter, Georgia, along 
with his family as he received 
the prestigious Award.

In April 1968, Nicholas was 
appointed a Judge of the 
Criminal Court of The City of 

New York. He was appointed 
Acting Supreme Court Justice 
for Kings and Queens Counties 
between January 1975 and 
January 1982, after which he 
resumed service as Judge of 
the Criminal Court.

President Reagan nomi-
nated Judge Tsoucalas to the 
Court of International Trade, 
which nomination was con-
firmed by the U.S. Senate in 
June 1986. In addition to his 
judicial duties with this Court, 
Judge Tsoucalas has served 
as a visiting judge in U.S. 
district courts throughout the 
country and in the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the Second 
circuit. He became a Senior 
Judge on September 30, 1996.

Judge Tsouca l as  was 

named an Archon with the 
offikion Hartoularios in March 
1987. He is a member of the 
National Council and was 
appointed as a chairman of 
the Nominating Committee in 
1998 and continues to serve 
this post proudly.

Judge Tsoucalas and his wife 

Catherine have two daughters, 
Stephanie Turriago, a teacher in 
the New York public schools, and 
Georgia Argyrople, an attorney 
who has worked for the American 
Cancer Society. Judge Tsoucalas 
also has five grandchildren, 
Victoria, Nicholas, Catherine, 
Vivian and Christina. 

Hon. Nicholas Tsoucalas honored with Nicholas J. Bouras AwardARCHON WEEKEND 2015

Joined by his family, the 
Honorable Nicholas Tsoucalas 
delivers his acceptance 
speech after being presented 
with the Bouras Award.
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The Class of 2015 & Extended Archon Weekend CoverageARCHON WEEKEND 2015

On Sunday morning, Oct. 18, Archbishop Demetrios presided at the Divine Liturgy at the Cathedral of the Holy Trinity in New York City. 
Following the Divine Liturgy the ceremony of investiture of the new Archons took place by His Eminences Metropolitan Evangelos of New 
Jersey and Tarasios of Buenos Aires. PH
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Mr. Steve Plate, Deputy Chief of Capital Planning and Director, World Trade Center 
Construction Department at Port Authority of New York/New Jersey was the Keynote 
Speaker during the annual Agape Luncheon.  He was honored by His Eminence, along 
with Drs. Anthony and Maria A. Limberakis, Father Alexander Karloutsos and Archon Jerry 
Dimitriou.

National Commander Dr. Anthony J. 
Limberakis announces the "Archon App" 
which debuted during the annual Archon 
Weekend.  The App will feature important 
announcements and news of the 
Order of Saint Andrew, along 
with up-to-date photo and 
video galleries. It is avail-
able for download on the 
App Store, Google Play and 
Windows Store.

Dr. Nicholas James Bournias, Archon 
Prostatis Ton Grammaton, Metropolis of Detroit

Paul Bregianos, Archon Depoutatos
Archdiocesan District

Anthony Xenophon Brigis, Archon 
Hartoularios, Archdiocesan District

John Peter Calamos, Sr., Archon Eftaxias
Metropolis of Chicago

James Constantine Catrickes, Archon 
Maestor, Metropolis of New Jersey

William Paul Doucas, Archon Notarios
Metropolis of Chicago

Poti George Doukas, Archon Hymnodo
Metropolis of Denver

George Dean Gigicos, Archon Hartophylax
Metropolis of Atlanta

Demitrios Vasilios Halakos, Archon 
Skevophylax, Metropolis of New Jersey

Efstathios Karadonis, Archon 
Hypomnematografos, Metropolis of New Jersey

Theodore Demetrios Konopisos, Archon 
Hieromnimon, Metropolis of San Francisco

Elias John Lambiris, Archon Nomophylax
Archdiocesan District

Nikitas Nicholas Manias, Archon Depoutatos
Metropolis of Atlanta

Theodore Maniatakos, Archon Dikaiophylax
Metropolis of San Francisco

Constantine Michael Rogdakis, 
Archon Skevophylax, Archdiocesan District

Constantine Sideridis, Archon Proto Notarios
Metropolis of Boston

William Harry Spell, Archon Laosynaktis
Metropolis of Chicago

Michael Nikolaos Stefanoudakis, 
Archon Orphanotrofos, Metropolis of Denver

Nicholas Emanuel Terezis, Archon Ekdikos
Metropolis of Pittsburgh

Adam Manuel Tzagournis, Archon Quaestor
Metropolis of Pittsburgh

the

ARCHON 
CLASS of 2015

Archons APP

PH
O

TO
 B

Y:
 J

. M
IN

DA
LA



THE ARCHON  |  Winter 201510

PATRIARCHAL NEWS

SOPHIA UNIVERSITY INSTITUTE

Honorary Doctorate in the Culture of Unity to 
Bartholomew I Archbishop of Constantinople 
and Ecumenical Patriarch

His Eminence Cardinal Giuseppe Betori
Archbishop of Florence
Grand Chancellor of the Sophia University Institute
Via San Vito, 28, Loppiano
50064 Figline Valdarno

On the occasion of the Conferral of the Honorary Doctorate in the Culture of Unity to His 
Holiness Bartholomew I, Archbishop of Constantinople and Ecumenical Patriarch, by the 
Sophia University Institute, I wish to assure you of my spiritual closeness and send my warm-
est greetings to all those present.

I send special greetings to my beloved brother Bartholomew, with whom I renew sentiments 
of profound and heartfelt appreciation. I am pleased with this award which, besides being a 
rightful recognition of his commitment to the promotion of the culture of unity, contributes 
favourably to the common journey of our churches towards full and visible unity, to which we 
tend with dedication and perseverance.

I wish that the Sophia University institute, following the charism of the Focolare Movement 
and remaining open to the action of the Spirit, may continue to be a place of encounter and 
dialogue between different cultures and religions.

With the assurance of my prayers and, asking you to pray for me, I impart my blessing to all 
those present.

Pope Francis

His Holiness Pope Francis 
sent a message on Monday, 
October 27, 2015 on the oc-
casion of the conferral of an 
honorary doctorate to His All-
Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew of Constantinople. 
The Honorary Doctorate in the 
Culture of Unity was granted to 
the Ecumenical Patriarch by the 
Sophia University Institute "for 

his service to the unity of the 
human family."

In his message, the Pope 
said, "I am pleased with this 
award which, besides being a 
rightful recognition of his com-
mitment to the promotion of 
the culture of unity, contributes 
favourably to the common jour-
ney of our churches towards 
full and visible unity, to which 

we tend with dedication and 
perseverance."

It is the first doctorate in 
the Culture of Unity awarded 
honoris causa by the Institute. 
The Sophia University Institute 
(IUS) is an academic center 
for education and research in 
which life and intellectual inquiry, 
different cultures and diverse 
disciplines, meet up in a context 

permeated by a strong relational 
dimension. Sophia Institute is 
an expression of the Focolare 
Movement (Work of Mary), de-
veloped through the inspiration 
of its founder, Chiara Lubich, 
and an international advisory 
group of scholars from different 
disciplines.

Below, please find the full text 
of Pope Francis' message:

Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew receives 
Honorary Doctorate by 
the Sophia University 
Institute
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At the inv i tat ion of  the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew paid 
a formal v is i t  to Lambeth 
Palace from November 2-4, 
2015. Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew, who is based in 
Istanbul, Turkey, is Archbishop 
of Constantinople-New Rome, 
and occupies the First Throne of 
the Orthodox Christian Church 
worldwide. The occasion was 
in response to Archbishop 
Justin’s visit to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate last year.

The two leaders presided 
over ecumenical services filled 
with symbolic signif icance, 
participated in formal functions 
organized by the Nikaean Club 
and the Greek Community, and 
shared private conversations. 
A service was held at Lambeth 
Chapel, where the Archbishop 
of Canterbury welcomed His 
All-Holiness and congratulated 
him on the twenty-fourth an-
niversary of his enthronement.

The two leaders prayed for 
those affected by conflict, per-
secution, climate change and 

the refugee crisis. In light of 
this, they agreed to under-
take the joint organization of 
an international conference in 
Istanbul next year on overcom-
ing modern slavery and human 
trafficking.

A choral evensong took place 
in Westminster Abbey, where the 
two leaders visited the Shrine 
of St. Edward the Confessor 
and blessed the congregation. 
During the service, the co-

chairmen of the International 
Commission for the Anglican-
Orthodox Theological Dialogue 
presented the Archbishop and 
the Ecumenical Patriarch with 
a copy of the latest Agreed 
Statement, entit led In The 
Image and Likeness of God: A 
Hope-Filled Anthropology. The 
text celebrates what Anglicans 
and Orthodox affirm together 
about the human person, cre-
ated in ‘the Image and Likeness 

of God’ and will form the theo-
logical foundation for forthcom-
ing discussions on the practi-
cal consequences of these 
theological presuppositions 
for addressing the key themes, 
including the protection of the 
environment, medical interven-
tions, and questions around 
family life and ethics.

The programme also in-
cluded two formal addresses 
by the Ecumenical Patriarch 
on the ethical concerns im-
posed by the ecological plight 
of the planet and on the cur-
rent state of relations between 
the Orthodox Church and the 
Anglican Communion.

The visit concluded with the 
recognition that the Common 
Statement of the two leaders at 
their first meeting at the Phanar 
in January 2014 continued to 
provide the necessary basis 
and vision for witnessing to the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ today 
and with an invitation extended 
by His All-Holiness for a joint 
pilgrimage with the Archbishop 
of Canterbury to Nicaea and 
Cappadocia in 2016. 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew 
visits Archbishop Justin Welby 

of Canterbury

“Fellowship in Christ between our 
churches is so vital in our world”

Archbishop Justin Welby
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Esteemed administrators, fac-
ulty and friends of the University,

Dear students,   
It is a unique pleasure and 

a great privilege to be invited 
to address this historic aca-
demic union. We express our 
wholehearted gratitude to our 
hosts and organizers of this 
exceptional opportunity in a 
city where over forty years ago, 
the official theological dialogue 
between the Orthodox Church 
and the Anglican Communion 
was established.

INTRODUCTION
Many of you will no doubt 

be surprised that a religious 
leader concerned with “spiritual” 
or pastoral values has been 
involved with “secular” or politi-
cal issues. After all, what does 
preserving the planet have to do 
with saving the soul? It is widely 
assumed that climate change 
and the exploitation of natural 
resources are matters concern-
ing scientists, technocrats and 
legislators.

Yet, the preoccupation of the 
highest spiritual authority in the 
Orthodox Church, namely the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate, with 
the ecological crisis demon-
strates that we cannot have two 
ways of looking at or responding 
to the world: religious on the one 
hand and worldly on the other. 
We cannot separate our concern 
for human dignity, human rights 
or social justice from concern for 
ecological protection, preserva-
tion and sustainability. These 
concerns are forged together, 
comprising an intertwining spi-
ral that can either descend or 
ascend.

If we value each individual 
made in the image of God, and if 
we value every particle of God’s 
creation, then we will care for 
each other and our world. In 
religious terms, the way we relate 
to nature and the biodiversity of 
creation directly reflects the way 
we relate to God and to our fel-
low human beings.

This is precisely why only a few 
months ago, together with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, the 
Most Reverend Justin Welby, we 
jointly signed an article that ap-
peared in the International New 
York Times in response to a re-
port by the Lancet Commission 
on Health and Climate Change. 
There, we affirmed together that:

We are now – like never be-
fore – in a position to choose 
charity over greed, and frugality 
over wastefulness in order to 
affirm our moral commitment to 
our neighbour and our respect 
toward the earth. Basic human 
rights – such as access to safe 
water, clean air and sufficient 
food – should be available to 
everyone without distinction or 
discrimination.

This is also why, next month, 
we shall travel to Paris, which 
will be the center of the world’s 
attention and expectation, urging 
governmental leaders for long-
overdue climate action at the 
United Nations Climate Change 
Conference.

THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN OUR 
WORLD

Dear friends, the first point that 
we would like to emphasize to 
you this evening is that religion 
has a positive and profound role 
to play in our world. There is a vi-

tal sign of our times at the begin-
ning of this new millennium, and 
that is what we might call “the 
return of God” – that is to say, 
the reevaluation of the function 
and responsibility of religion in 
the public square. Religion today 
comprises a central dimension of 
human life, both on the personal 
and the social levels. No longer 
can religion be relegated to a 
matter of individual preference 
or private practice.

Religion is becoming increas-
ingly meaningful and momen-
tous in appreciating the past, 
analyzing the present, and even 
assessing the future of our world. 
In our day, religion claims a pub-
lic face and a social profile; and 
it is invited to participate in con-
temporary communal discourse.

Indeed, even as we prepared 
our address for you today on the 
role of religion in raising aware-
ness and responding to ques-
tions about climate change – an 
area where we have focused a 
great deal of our humble ministry 
over the last twenty-four years 
– the world is overwhelmed by 
an unprecedented human crisis 
with the flight and plight of hun-
dreds of thousands of refugees 
from the Middle East, especially 
from Syria.

We are nowadays facing 
a worldwide economic crisis 
and its social consequences 
are evident on a global scale. 
Ultimately, we regard this crisis 
as a “crisis of solidarity.” Yet, our 
Church has historically sought 
to build bridges of interfaith dia-
logue, ecological awareness and 
the culture of solidarity between 
diverse faiths and cultures, as 
well as between humanity and 

the natural environment. We are 
convinced that the future of hu-
manity is related to the establish-
ment of the culture of solidarity.

Solidarity is a term that con-
tains the very essence of social 
ethos, embracing the pillars of 
freedom, generosity and justice. 
It includes the struggle for a just 
society and the respect for hu-
man dignity beyond any division 
or discrimination of social class, 
economic status or ethnic origin. 
We are convinced that the future 
of humanity is closely related to 
a culture of solidarity. In many 
ways, we can speak of a crisis 
of solidarity and a crisis in the 
natural environment.

THE CRISIS OF SOLIDARITY AND THE 
ECOLOGICAL CRISIS

The most serious contem-
porary threat against such a 
culture of solidarity is the pre-
vail ing economy – what we 
might call, the fundamentalism 
of market and profit. We are not 
qualified economists, but we 
are convinced that the purpose 
of economy should be for the 
service of humankind. It is not 
by coincidence that the terms 
economy and ecology share 
the same etymological root. 
They contain the Greek word 
oikos (household). Oikonomia (or 
“economy”) involves the care or 
management of our household; 
oikologia (or “ecology”) implies 
the study and appreciation of 
our home; and, by extension, 
oikoumene (or our “ecumenical” 
imperative as churches and faith 
communities) demands main-
taining and sustaining our world 
as a place where we can all live 
in harmony and justice.

CREATION CARE & ECOLOGICAL JUSTICE
Reflections by Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

At the invitation of the Oxford Union, His All-Holiness delivered an ad-
dress to the members and guests of the Oxford Union on November 4, 
2015, at the University of Oxford. The Oxford Union is the world’s oldest 
and most prestigious debating society, which has numbered among its 
renowned international speakers such dignitaries as Albert Einstein, Sir 
Winston Churchill, and Sen. Robert Kennedy.
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True faith does not release 
us from our responsibility to 
the world. On the contrary: it 
strengthens us to give a witness 
of reconciliation and peace. 
Thus, we reject any form of 
“economic reductionism,” the 
reduction of the human being 
merely to homo oeconomicus. 
In brief, we resist the transfor-
mation of society into a gigantic 
market, the subordination of the 
human person to the tyranny 
of consumerism, as well as the 
identification of “being” with 
“having” in society.

Wealthy, industrialized coun-
tries have unquestionably con-
tributed most to atmospheric 
pollution. In our effort, then, 
to contain and reverse global 
warming, we must honestly ask 
ourselves: Will we in the West, 
in more affluent countries, sac-
rifice our self-indulgence and 
consumerism? Will we direct 
our focus away from what we 
want to what the rest of the 
world needs? Will we recognize 
and assume our responsibility 
to leave a lighter footprint on this 
planet for them and for the sake 
of future generations? We must 
choose to care; otherwise, we 
do not really care at all.

At stake is not just our respect 
for biodiversity, but our very 
survival. Scientists calculate that 
those most harmed by global 
warming in the future will be 
the most vulnerable and mar-
ginalized. We know, then, that 
the ecological crisis is directly 
related to the ethical challenge 
of eliminating poverty and advo-
cating human rights. The dignity 
and rights of human beings are 
intimately and integrally related 
to the beauty and – we would 
dare to say – the rights of the 
earth itself. After all, who will 
dare to speak for the voiceless 
resources of our planet? Who 
will step up to protect the silent 
diversity of its species? Will our 
generation accept responsibility 
for pushing our environment over 
the tipping-point?

This underlines what we have 
been saying for almost three 
decades – namely, that global 
warming is a moral crisis and 
a moral challenge. It is a crisis 
about and within the human 

heart. The solution of the eco-
logical problem is not only a 
matter of science, technology 
and politics but also, and per-
haps primarily, a matter of radical 
change of mind, of new values, 
of a new ethos.

For the Orthodox tradition, 
sin has a cosmic dimension and 
cosmological impact. The theol-

ogy of the Orthodox Church rec-
ognizes the natural creation as 
inseparable from the identity and 
destiny of humanity, inasmuch 
as every human action leaves a 
lasting imprint on the body of the 
earth. This means that human 
attitudes and behavior towards 
other people directly impact on 
and reflect human attitudes and 
behavior toward creation.

This is why we use the term 
metanoia, which signifies a shift 
of mind, a total change of heart, 
to determine the transformation 
of our attitudes and actions 
toward our world. This is very 
important because, during the 
last century, a century of im-
mense scientific progress, we 
also experienced the biggest 
destruction of the natural envi-
ronment. Science will inform us 
about the world; but it cannot 
reach the depth of our soul and 
mind. Today, we know; and yet 

we still continue to act against 
our knowledge. Knowledge has 
unfortunately not resulted in 
metanoia.

THE FUTURE IS OPEN; THE CHOICE 
IS OURS

Dear friends, the future is 
open; and the choice is ours, 

yours. On the one hand, our 
world is indeed in crisis. Yet, 
on the other hand, never before 
in history have human beings 
had the opportunity to bring so 
many positive changes to so 
many people and to the global 
community. There has never 
been so much turmoil on our 
planet; but equally so, there has 
never been greater opportunity 
for communication, cooperation 
and dialogue.

Interfaith dialogue, environ-
mental awareness and the cul-
ture of solidarity are responsi-
bilities that we owe not only to 
the present generation. Future 
generations are entitled to a 
world free from fanaticism and 
violence, unspoiled by pollution 
and natural devastation, a soci-
ety that is a place of solidarity. 
This is the role and responsibility 
of religion.

As we already noted, the 

choice is ours! We stand at a 
critical moment in the history and 
future of our planet, a time when 
our human community must 
choose about the future of our 
earth community. The protec-
tion of our planet’s vitality and 
diversity is a sacred task and a 
common vocation. At a summit 
organized by the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate three years ago, 
former NASA climate scientist 
Professor James Hansen ob-
served: “Our parents honestly 
did not know that their actions 
could harm future generations. 
But we, our current generation, 
can only pretend that we did 
not know.”

CONCLUSION
In conclusion, then, you will 

now appreciate why a religious 
leader is concerned with the eco-
logical crisis. We are convinced 
that we must make the strongest 
possible call for change and jus-
tice at the Climate Conference in 
Paris next December. This is our 
ethical and honorable obligation; 
this is our word of promise and 
hope to the entire world.

As we stand before you and 
look into your eyes, we draw a 
great deal of encouragement, 
inspiration and hope for a bright 
future. For your sacred task is 
undoubtedly to transmit to your 
colleagues a spirit of openness. 
It is you that will carry the re-
sponsibility for social values, for 
religion and culture, for freedom 
and justice, for the respect of 
otherness, for solidarity with 
humanity and with the whole 
of God’s creation. It is you that 
must educate our world about 
a vision of participation and a 
culture of sharing, of existence 
as coexistence and of life as 
communion.

It is not too late to act, but we 
cannot afford to wait; we cer-
tainly cannot afford not to act. 
We all agree on the necessity 
to protect our planet’s natural 
resources, which are neither 
limitless nor negotiable. We are 
all in this together. People of faith 
must practice what they preach; 
citizens of the world must clearly 
voice their opinion; and political 
leaders must act urgently and 
decisively. 

“For the Orthodox tradition, 
sin has a cosmic dimension 
and cosmological impact. The 
theology of the Orthodox Church 
recognizes the natural creation 
as inseparable from the identity 
and destiny of humanity, 
inasmuch as every human action 
leaves a lasting imprint on the 
body of the earth.”
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ARCHON NEWS

With the blessings of His Eminence 
Metropolitan Iakovos, the Archons of the 
Metropolis of Chicago held an Archon 
Retreat, November 14-18, 2015 in Madison, 
WI, as part of the Metropolis' bi-annual 
Clergy/Laity Philoptochos Assembly. 

The Archon Retreat, held at the Madison 
Concourse Hotel and Governor's Club, 
began with an informal "meet and greet" 
fellowship dinner on Friday evening. The 
following day, Regional Commanders Gus 
M. Pablecas and John G. Manos presented 
a multimedia presentation to Assembly at-

tendees elaborating on the Five Issues of 
Concern facing the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
to over 100 attendees.

Immediately following the Archon Retreat, 
a joint retreat was held with the Archons 
and Metropolis Philoptochos to further 
discuss religious freedom concerns. Due 
to its successful impact, the President 
of Philoptochos requested that Regional 
Commanders Pablecas and Manos also 
make the Religious Freedom presentation 
at the Philoptochos business meeting the 
following afternoon. 

Archon Religious Freedom 
presentation held at Metropolis of 
Chicago Assembly

The Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, 
Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate are 
pleased to announce the launch of a new 
social media initiative to be funded by the 
generous contribution of Archon Michael 
G. Psaros. The initiative seeks to assist the 
Order in its mission of promoting religious 
freedom for the Ecumenical Patriarchate of 
Constantinople and freedom of worship for all 
religious minorities in the Republic of Turkey in 
which the Ecumenical Patriarchate is located.

Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National 
Commander of the Order of Saint Andrew, 
in making the announcement said, “Thanks to 
the generosity of Archon Michael G. Psaros, 
we will be able to more effectively project our 
message of religious freedom to a potential 
worldwide audience of billions through social 
media that is becoming the dominant form 

of communication, especially among our 
younger generations.”  

Archon Psaros said, “the spiritual mes-
sage of the Ecumenical Patriarchate is time-
less and it is my privilege to contribute to 
promoting this message of Peace through 
this new medium.”

The contribution of $100,000 dollars by 
Archon Psaros will fund the social media 
efforts of the Order for one year, including es-
tablishing a relationship with the digital com-
munications firm, customedialabs®, which 
is based in Wayne, Pennsylvania.  The CEO 
of customedialabs®, Manos Sifakis, said, 
“our experience is in creating transformative 
experiences for the digital citizens our clients 
seek to reach. In this case, the task is made 
easier by the universality of the message we 
have been given.” 

Order of Saint Andrew to launch 
new Social Media Initiative

The Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of 
America announces with great joy and 
gratitude to His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew and the Holy 
and Sacred Synod of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the elevation of the Holy 
Archdiocese of America to the rank of 
Gerontiki Eparchy (meaning an eparchy 
headed by a Geron/Elder hierarch) of 
the Ecumenical Throne in the person of 
His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios 
of America, who from now on will be 
called His Eminence Geron Archbishop 
Demetrios of America.

His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch 
Bartholomew in his letter to the Archbishop 
notes that the unanimous decision of the 
Synod was taken in recognition of the 
invaluable services to the Mother Church, 
the entire Orthodoxy and the Theological 
Literature.

A translation of the announcement of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate follows:

The Holy and Sacred Synod of the 
Ecumenical Patr iarchate met today, 
Thursday, November 26, 2015, under the 
presidency of His All-Holiness for its regu-
larly scheduled meeting and examination 
of the agenda.

During the meeting, the Holy and 
Sacred Synod, fo l lowing the pro-
posal of His All-Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew, elevated the Holy 
Archdiocese of America to the rank of 
Gerontiki (high-ranking) Eparchy of the 
Throne, in the person of His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios of America, who 
is to be called from now on His Eminence 
Geron Archbishop of America 

Archbishop Demetrios 
of America Receives the 
High Title of “Geron”
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Tw o  A r c h o n s 
of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate played 
a role in a ground-
breaking confer-
ence in Istanbul, 
giving voice to the 
use of social media 
by religious minori-
ties in Turkey. 

T h e  N o v.  13 
c o n f e r e n c e  — 
"Between Freedom of Expression and Hate 
Speech: Minorities and Social Media" — 
focused on research findings of the Social 
Media and Minorities Project. The Project is 
co-financed by the Republic of Turkey and 
the European Union and is the first such 
EU project ever implemented by minorities 
foundations.

Archon Laki Vingas of Istanbul spear-
headed the conference, delivering one 
of the keynote addresses in his roles as 
Manager of the Social Media and Minorities 
Project and President of Istanbul’s Yeniköy 
Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church and 
School Foundation. The Foundation co-
hosted the conference with the Istanbul Bilgi 
University Human Rights Law Research 
Center on the University’s campus. Vingas 
also serves as the representative of Non-
Muslim Foundations, General Directorate 
of Foundations.

Archon John Metaxas of New York trav-
elled to the conference to represent the 
Order. In his presentation, Archon Metaxas 
elaborated on the plight of the Ecumenical 

Patriarchate, the role of an Archon and how 
social media should be used in a respectful 
dialogue and debate. Said Archon Metaxas, 
“We applaud efforts to give religious minori-
ties a voice in Turkey.”

More than one hundred professionals in 
social media, the news industry and mem-
bers of academia attended the conference, 
which was part of the Civil Society Dialogue 
Programme. 

Archons Represented at 
Groundbreaking Social Media and 
Minorities Conference in Istanbul

A school for Greek children on a Turkish 
island in the Aegean Sea will open its doors 
to students for the first time in 40 years next 
week, a local official said Tuesday.

The school on Gökçeada will wel-
come 10 students on Sept. 28, Ioakim 
Makis Kamburopulos, vice chairman 
of the Imvrian Educational and Cultural 
Association, told reporters.

The high school was closed in the 1970s 
due to lack of students but now aims to 
cater for the children of the island's small 
Greek community.

A primary school was opened in 2013 
and the renovation of the high school build-
ing was recently finished.

Gökçeada, formerly known as Imbros, 
was mostly populated by Greeks before 
the population exchange between Greece 
and Turkey in the 1920s. 

Greek school to reopen 
on Turkey's western 
Gökçeada after 40 years

On October 18, 2015 the Assumption 
Greek Orthodox Church in Chicago, IL 
celebrated their 90th anniversary with a 
gala fellowship evening.  The evening’s pro-
gram included honoring Archon Nicolaos 
Georgiafentis for his dedicated service of 
50 years as psalti of Assumption and 34 
years as protopsalti of the Metropolis of 
Chicago.  (Left to Right: Bill Vranas, Louis 
Malevitis, Nicolaos Georgiafentis, Harold 
Peponis and Theodore Sepsi). 

Archon Nicolaos 
Georgiafentis Honored



THE ARCHON  |  Winter 2015

TABLE OF CONTENTS

16 SYRIA
IN

CRISIS

THE HUMANITARIAN DISASTER  
AFFECTING THE SYRIAN POPULATION,  
INCLUDING CHRISTIANS AND OTHER MINORITIES

On Tuesday September 29th 
at the Museum of the City of 
New York, the former Director of 
the Department of Philanthropy 
of the Patriarchate of Antioch, 
Samer Laham, addressed a 
crowd of nearly 200 people re-

garding the devastating impact 
of the humanitarian crisis in Syria 
upon Orthodox Christians in the 
Middle East as well as Syrians 
of al l faiths. His Eminence 
Archbiship Demetrios of the 
Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 

of America and His Eminence 
Metropolitan Joseph of the 
Antiochian Orthodox Christian 
Archdiocese of North America 
were in attendance and offered 
Archieratical responses to Mr. 
Laham’s multimedia presenta-

tion. The lecture was sponsored 
by the Order of St. Andrew, 
the Order of Saint Ignatius of 
Antioch and the IOCC as the 
relief agency of the Assembly 
of Bishops. 

Regional Commanders Nikiforos Mathews and George Tsougarakis pictured with Samer Laham, middle, who was the evening speaker.

The U.S. Commission on 
International Religious Freedom 
(USCIRF) calls on the Turkish 
government to reopen the 
Greek Orthodox Theological 
School of Halki, which was 
closed 44 years ago this month 
when the government national-
ized all private institutions of 
higher learning.

“Without the seminary, the 
Greek Orthodox community 
cannot educate in Turkey the 
next generation of clergy to lead 
their congregants in worship, 
observance, and practice,” said 
USCIRF Chairman Robert P. 
George. “The failure to reopen 
the Halki seminary is a stark 
example of the Turkish govern-
ment’s failure to uphold its inter-
national obligations to protect 
and promote the freedom of 
religion or belief.”

The Turkish constitution, 

adopted in 1982, is 
based on the French 
model of laïcité 
(secularism). The 
constitution states 
that “there shall 
be no interference 
whatsoever by sa-
cred religious feelings 
in state affairs and poli-
tics.”  Consequently, religious 
communities – neither the Sunni 
Muslim majority nor minority 
communities – have full legal 
status, and all communities 
are subject to state control. 
Furthermore, under Turkish 
secularism, religious communi-
ties have limited rights to own 
and maintain places of worship 
or other properties, train and 
appoint religious clergy, and 
offer religious education.

In recent years, the Turkish 
government has taken some 

steps that have im-
proved re l ig ious 
f reedom condi-
tions for religious 
c o m m u n i t i e s . 
These re fo rms 

include: returning 
minority properties 

that were expropriated 
over decades, lifting the 

ban on Islamic headscarves in 
public and educational institu-
tions, and revising public school 
religious textbooks. Turkey also 
is providing safe haven to more 
than two million Syrian refu-
gees, many of whom are flee-
ing religious persecution and 
sectarian violence. However, 
the government over the past 
two years also has dramatically 
curtailed other human rights, 
including the freedoms of the 
press, expression, and assem-
bly, with troubling implications 

for the freedom of religion or 
belief in the country.

“Turkey has demonstrated 
by its response to the Syrian 
refugee crisis that it can be 
a world leader in protecting 
the victims of religious op-
pression and sectarian vio-
lence. President Erdoğan, Prime 
Minister Davutoğlu, and the 
newly elected Parliament should 
demonstrate that same leader-
ship at home by prioritizing free-
dom of religion or belief and all 
other internationally protected 
human rights,” said Chairman 
George. “Unconditionally re-
opening Halki seminary without 
delay would be one step in the 
right direction.”

In its 2015 Annual Report, 
USCIRF placed Turkey in its 
Tier 2 category because of its 
restrictions on freedom of reli-
gion or belief. 

U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom calls on Turkey to 

REOPEN HALKI SEMINARY
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A r c h o n s  C o n s t a n t i n e 
Caras and Dr.  S tamat ios 
Kartalopoulos represented the 
Order at the 2015 Organization 
for Security and Cooperation 
in Europe (OSCE) Meeting 
in Warsaw, Poland. Archons 
Caras and Kartalopoulos had a 
private meeting with the State 
Department delegation of the 
United States and provided 
them with the most current in-
formation regarding the status 
of our Ecumenical Patriarchate 
in Turkey, the major issues of 
which we are all aware, the 
most recent developments 
and current documents of the 
Order.At the Discrimination 
Session of the OSCE, Archon 
Caras presented his paper 

outlining the discrimination 
faced on a daily basis by the 
Ecumen ica l  Pat r i a rchate. 
Archon Kartalopoulos present-
ed his paper at the Freedom 
of  Thought,  Consc ience, 
Religion and Belief Session. It 
is worth noting that the Turkish 
Ambassador to the OSCE 
replied to both Archons at the 
conclusion of their remarks by 
first making general denials that 
the alleged discrimination and 
denial of religious freedom exist 
in Turkey generally and in regard 
to the Ecumenical Patriarchate 
specifically. Of interest was 
his additional comment that 
“negotiations are ongoing” 
regarding the reopening of 
Halki and that the Patriarchate 

is treated no better or 
worse than any other 
religious institution in 
Turkey.Archons Caras 
and Kar ta lopoulos 
a lso met w i th the 
Constantinopol i tan 
Society representative 
who fully supported 
and re i terated the 
concerns of the Order 
in his own remarks. 
They also met with the 
diplomatic delegation 
from Greece and con-
veyed the Order’s concerns for 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
The OSCE is the world’s largest 
such organization whose 56 
international members and 11 
partner states address issues 

relating to security and coop-
eration in all areas of society 
worldwide. Over 2,000 inter-
national delegates participated 
in the conference which took 
place in September, 2015. 

Archons represented at 2015 OSCE Conference

Archons Constantine Caras and Dr. 
Stamatios Kartalopoulos.

DEPARTED ARCHONS

Dr. William Athens, Sr. 
Aktouarios, Southgate, MI
Departed on November 30, 2015

Robert M. Doumakes 
Depoutatos, Santa Monica, CA
Departed on August 9, 2015

Dr. Antoine C. Harovas 
Aktouarios, New York, NY
Departed on September 24, 2015

James P. Lemonias 
Skevophylax, Boston, MA
Departed on October 9, 2015

Joseph P. Parimucha 
Orphanotrophos, Alexandria, VA
Departed on October 18, 2015

Chris P. Tomaras 
Eftaxias, Evanston, IL
Departed on October 14, 2015

Nicholas Tsakalos 
Kastrinsios, Phoenix, MD
Departed on November 18, 2015

IN MEMORIAM: HARRY RADLIFFE, CBS 60 MINUTES PRODUCER
It is with a heavy heart that we report the passing of Harry Radliffe II, CBS 60 Minutes Producer 

who worked closely with the Ecumenical Patriarchate to produce the groundbreaking interview of 
His All-Holiness Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew, along with Bob Simon of blessed memory, Jeff 
Fager the former Chairman of CBS News and the current Executive Producer of 60 Minutes and 
Michael Karzis, 60 Minutes producer.  The 60 Minutes Team received the 2013 Athenagoras Human 
Rights Award for their extraordinary work bringing worldwide attention to the religious freedom deficit 
asphyxiating the Ecumenical Patriarchate, as well as championing human rights and religious freedom 
in the Middle East with their 60 Minute episodes of the Exodus of Christians from the Holy Land and 
the Persecution of Coptic Orthodox Christians in Egypt.  Their two-episode landmark presentation of 
Mount Athos was a brilliant portrayal of Orthodox monasticism and served to educate its worldwide 
audience of the spiritual treasures of the Holy Mountain. 

During their May 2009 visit to Istanbul to document the Ecumenical Patriarchate, 
the late Harry Radliffe, right, discusses strategy with Bob Simon, reporter of 60 
Minutes, who also recently reposed this past year in a tragic car accident.

MEMORY ETERNAL!  List complete as of December 4, 2015
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RELIGIOUS FREEDOM NEWS

The Orthodox Church Perseveres,
Triumphs over Terror by Theodore G. Karakostas

The National Herald, a weekly Greek-American publication, 
published this article in its December 5-11, 2015 issue.

T he  mos t  ho l y  day  o f 
Orthodoxy is Holy Pascha and 
the victory of Jesus Christ over 
death through his most glorious 
resurrection. The Christian faith 
brings with it assurances of 
the forgiveness of sins and life 
everlasting for those who repent 
their sins and embrace faith in 
Christ. The Orthodox Church 
is the antithesis of false beliefs 
and all secular ideologies. It 
has triumphed throughout the 
course of history against all ad-
versaries. The quote from Saint 
Paul comes to mind “O Death 
where is your Sting” (Corinthians 
15:55).

There is unfortunately in some 
forums a tendency to disrespect 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
There are those who argue 
that the Great Church of 
Constantinople has lost most 
of its flock. The fact remains that 
the Patriarchate bears witness 
to the power and victory of the 
Cross through its enduring pres-
ence in the City of Constantine 
despite the brutal history of 
the twentieth century and the 
genocide that saw the physical 
ex- termination of the Armenian, 
Assyrian, and Greek Christian 
populations in Anatolia.

The Patriarchate has become 
a symbol for Orthodoxy by 
attracting the respect of the in-
ternational community. Indeed, 
the Holy and Great Church of 
Christ receives Ambassadors 
and heads of State at the 
Phanar while His All Holiness 

Bartholomew I is received by 
foreign heads of state and 
Western religious leaders on 
trips abroad. This is no small 
achievement considering how 
isolated and cut off the Church 
of Constantinople was from the 
world only decades ago.

In 2010, the patriarch served 
the Divine Liturgy in the historic 
Monastery of Panagia Soumela 
in Trebezond for the first time 
since the extermination of the 
Pontian Greeks in 1923. The 
liturgy, which is now served 
annually on the Feast of the 
Dormition of the Theotokos at 
the Monastery is a sign of re-
newal within the Great Church. 
Bartholomew has been joined 
at this annual liturgy by Bishops 
from Orthodox Churches in 
Greece, Albania, and Russia. 
In addition, the Russian Church 
has sent Bishops to join His All 
Holiness at Worship Services 
in the historic Churches of 
Cappadocia.

His Eminence Metropolitan 
Hilarion Alfayev, Secretary of the 
Russian Orthodox Patriarchate 
of Moscow stated in June 2010 
while participating in the lit-
urgy at Cappadocia, “we were 
persecuted for our faith for 
seventy years of godless power 
in Russia. I cordially greet all 
whose predecessors lived in this 
land and those who have come 
here to honor their memory”, 
and he urged Greeks to “give 
support to your Patriarch who 
comes here every year to cel-

ebrate in the Churches of this 
holy land.”

W h e n  h e  w a s  i n 
Constantinople in December, 
2012, he declared, “Orthodox 
Christians have lived in this land 
for many centuries, in spite of 
all tragic events in history, and 
have firmly maintained Orthodox 
faith” and “we admire the cour-
age of those Christians who 
have stayed here to keep their 
faith and pass it to their descen-
dants.” One must keep in mind 
the horrific martyrdom that the 
Church of Constantinople has 
undergone in the twentieth 
century from the slaughter at 
Smyrna in 1922 to the horrific 
pogroms in Constantinople in 
1955.

If the Church lost most of its 
flock, it was because its Greek 
Orthodox faithful were martyred 
for their faith or forced to flee. 
As such, The Church bears 
witness and speaks for those 
who cannot speak for them-
selves. It is the Church that 
was served faithfully by Clerics 
such as the Saint Metropolitan 
Chrysostom of Smyrna, who 
refused to leave his flock behind 
in 1922 and was slaughtered 
in service to Jesus Christ, as 
were several other Bishops and 
priests. In 1955, the 90 year old 
priest Chrysanthos Mannas 
was doused with gasoline and 
set on fire during the anti-Greek 
Orthodox pogroms.

The international interest in 
the Patriarchate from Western 

media and governments is 
a sign of increasing visibil-
ity for Orthodoxy in the West. 
The increasing visibility of the 
Patriarchate is a victory for 
Christianity in defiance of evil. 
Saint Constantine the Great 
who would go on to found the 
City of Constantinople received 
the message before going to 
battle in 312 AD and saw the 
Sun in the form of a Cross 
that declared, “With This Sign 
Conquer.”

This is the task of the Church 
of Constantinople. The late 
Serbian Saint Justin Popovich 
wrote, “I bow in reverence 
before the age old achieve-
ments of the Great Church of 
Constantinople, and before her 
present cross, which is neither 
small nor easy, which accord-
ing to the nature of things, is 
the cross of the entire Church, 
for as, the Apostle says, ‘when 
one member suffers, the whole 
member suffers.’

“Moreover I acknowledge the 
canonical rank and first place in 
honor of Constantinople among 
the local Orthodox Churches, 
which are equal in honor and 
rights.”

For the last two decades, 
Bartholomew has been tar-
geted for assassination and 
the Patriarchate itself has been 
bombed. Despite this, the 
Patriarchate continues to dem-
onstrate the power of Christian 
faith and resistance against 
terror. 
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Drs. Stephen and Anna Yallourakis
John and Joni Zavitsanos

Supporter           $2,500

Order of Ahepa
ATLANTIC BANK -  
A Division of New York Commercial Bank
Arthur Balourdos
John S. Balourdos
Mr. Constantine and Dr. Maria Michell Caras
Andy Manatos and Mike Manatos
Cloud Tours, Inc. - Cally Papas
Mr. and Mrs. Anargyros P. Sakellaris
Costa and Allyson Sideridis
Aphrodite and Peter Skeadas

Sponsor           $1,000

Mr. and Mrs. John Alahouzos
Leon and Robyn Andris
Arthur C. Anton, Sr.
Arthur and Despina Anton
Mr. and Mrs. James Arakas
Andrew and Sophia Arbes
Peter and Barbara Arbes
Patricia and Lewis A. Assaley
Drake and Maria Behrakis
Hon. John J. Blazakis, Chief, Ret.
Dr. and Mrs. Nicholas Bournias
Hon. B. Theodore and Helen Bozonelis
Jimmy and Pauline Catrickes
James and Joanna Cavalaris
Harry T. Cavalaris
Mr. and Mrs. Arthur N. Chagaris
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen and Arete Cherpelis
Kathleen and Nicholas Chimicles
John and Carrie Colis
Andreas and Anna D. Comodromos
Angelo and Christine Coutris
George and Karen Danis
Harry and Polly Demas
Theodore D. Demetriou
Mr. and Mrs. Nikitas Drakotos
Archon Anastasius Efstratiades
Jean and James C. Fountas
Phillip and Tula Frangos
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas A. Carras Isidoros 
Garifalakis
Archon Depoutatos David  
and Michaeleen Gdovin
Valine and Stephen Apostolos Georgeson
Renos and Maryann Georgiou

John and Margarita Gianakouras
John M. Halecky, III
Sonia and John Halecky
Mr. and Mrs. George Horiates
Larry and Irene Hotzoglou
Timothy and Kathy Joannides
Peter and Joanne  Kakoyiannis
Archon Stephen S. Kalivas, Ostiarios
Mr. and Mrs. Efstathios Karadonis
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Karamatsoukas
Dr. and Mrs. Stamatios V. Kartalopoulos
Lazaros and Paula Kircos
Theodore P. and Linda Klingos
Notis and Theresa Kotsolios
Koumoutsos Family
George & Sally Kyvernitis
American Hellenic Institute
Nick and Kathy Lekas
Mr. and Mrs. Demetreos A. Limberakis
Archon Cary and Alexis Limberakis
Costas T. Los
Spiro J. Macris
George and Julia Makris
Dr. and Mrs. Peter J. G. Maris
Ron and Helen Matthews
George and Haeda Mihaltses
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Moraitakis
Louis and Helen Nicozisis
Gus M. Pablecas
Anthony and Lisa Palmieri
George and Stephanie Pantelidis
James and Stella Pantelidis
Dr. and Mrs. Gregory G. Papadeas
Anastasios Parafestas
Attorney & Mrs. George Rockas,  
Mary & James
Prof. John C. Rouman, Ph.D.
Mr. and Mrs. John J. Spanos
James and Noreen Speros
Michael and Lori Stefanoudakis
Mr. and Mrs. Wesley A. Stinich
Christopher and Mary Stratakis
William and Carol Sutzko
Tim and Maria Tassopoulos
Mr. and Mrs. John Thibault
Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Tsapatsaris
Stephen and Thelma Yeonas

GRAND BANQUET
SPONSORS

ATHENAGORAS

HUMAN
RIGHTS
 AWARD List complete as of December 8, 2015
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33 Days Sponsored

The Nicholas J. & Anna K. Bouras Foundation, 
Inc. • Summit, NJ

12 Days Sponsored

John C. Kulis Charitable Foundation • 
Chicago, IL

5 Days Sponsored

Spiro Spireas, Ph.D. • New Hope, PA • 
10/31/10

4 Days Sponsored

Theodore K. Zampetis • Bloomfield Hills, MI • 
10/28/07

3 Days Sponsored

Thomas S. Cappas • Highland, IN • 10/10/04
Michael Jaharis • New York, NY • 2/28/88
Michael S. Johnson • Denver, CO • 1/1/80
Michael G. Psaros • Purchase, NY • 10/19/14
William Spell • Edina, MN
Tim Tassopoulos • Atlanta, GA • 10/28/07

2 Days Sponsored

Stephen Cherpelis • Douglaston, NY • 2/18/01
Stephen A. Georgeson • Atlanta, GA • 3/9/03
Demitrios Halakos • Greenville, DE • 10/18/15
Steven M. Laduzinsky • Chicago, IL • 11/1/09
Nicholas L. Lekas • Hudson, OH • 10/20/13
Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis • Rydal, PA  • 3/8/87
John G. Manos • Bloomingdale, IL • 3/1/13
Dr. Michael J. Patzakis • San Marino, CA • 
10/22/06
James & Theodore Pedas Family Foundation • 
Washington, DC • 10/31/10
Paun Peters • Fort Worth, TX • 10/19/14
Dean Poll • Upper Brookville, NY • 10/22/06
George E. Safiol • Weston, MA • 3/16/97
Christos Spyropoulos • Old Brookville, NY • 
11/1/09
Christ Stratakis • New York, NY • 3/8/98
Stephen J. Yallourakis, M.D., D.D.S. • 
Kingsport, TN • 10/23/05
John Zavitsanos • Houston, TX • 10/10/04

1 Day Sponsored

John Alahouzos • Washington, DC • 6/10/09
Harold V. Anagnos • Long Grove, IL • 10/28/07
Leon W. Andris • Silver Spring, MD • 3/9/03
Lewis A. Assaley, Ph.D. • Cincinnati, OH • 
10/26/08
Arthur Balourdos • Lincolnwood, IL • 10/26/08
Peter J. Barris • McLean, VA • 10/10/04
Charles Beck • Holladay, UT • 10/31/10
Drake Behrakis • Sudbury, MA • 10/16/11
Dr. Nicholas Bournias • Birmingham, MI • 
10/18/15
Hon. B. Theodore Bozonelis • Chatam, NJ • 
10/28/07
Anthony Brigis • Sea Cliff, NY • 10/18/15
Robert M. Buchanan, Jr. • Jackson, MS • 
10/20/13
Tykye G. Camaras • Corona Del Mar, CA • 
3/12/95
Ronald E. Canakaris • Atlanta, GA • 10/31/10
Chris W. Caras • Palos Verdes Est., CA • 
2/18/01
Constantine G. Caras • Greenville, DE • 3/8/98
Diamantis J. Cassis • Houston, TX • 3/10/02
James C. Catrickes • Haverford, PA • 10/18/15
Nicholas E. Chimicles, Esq. • Devon, PA • 
10/20/13
John N. Colis • Glenview, IL • 10/20/13
Andreas D. Comodromos • Paramus, NJ • 
3/3/96
John J. Couchell • Spartanburg, SC • 10/21/12
Jimmy C. Daskalos • Albuquerque, NM • 
10/31/10
Theodore D. Demetriou • Chatham, NJ • 
2/28/88
John W. Demetropoulos • Scottsdale, AZ • 
10/10/04
George C. Demos, Esq. • Huntington Beach, 
CA • 10/20/13
Nikitas Drakotos • Riverdale, NY • 3/3/85
Theofanis V. Economidis • Los Altos, CA • 
3/3/96
Constantine E. Flokas, MD • Yonkers, NY • 
10/19/14
Isidoros Garifalakis • Vancouver, WA • 
10/10/04
George M. Gazis • Houston, TX • 10/16/11
Geofrey  J. Greenleaf • Novelty, OH • 10/19/14
Vassilios B. Grous • Greenwich, CT • 10/28/07
John Halecky, Jr. • Summit, NJ • 7/20/82
Stavros Haviaras • Muttontown, NY • 10/20/13

George G. Horiates • Moorestown, NJ • 
10/21/12
Timothy J. Joannides • Cheyenne, WY • 
10/23/05
Peter Kakoyiannis • Yardley, PA • 3/8/98
Dr. James G. Kallins • Downey, CA • 3/3/96
George Kaludis • Potomac, MD • 3/9/03
Ignatius P. Karatassos • Atlanta, GA • 3/19/89
Dr. Stamatios Kartalopoulos • Annandale, NJ 
• 2/28/99
Theodore D. Konopisos • Newport Beach, CA 
• 10/18/15
Arthur Labros • Brookfield, WI • 10/31/10
Markos Lagos • Dunedin, FL • 10/19/14
Frank Lagouros • Peoria, IL • 10/20/13
Elias Lambiris • New York, NY • 10/18/15
Dr. Cary J. Limberakis • Ambler, PA • 10/10/04
Elias J. Livaditis • Atlanta, GA • 10/20/13
Emanuel N. Logothetis • Summit, NJ • 2/28/88
Dr. Nicholas G. Loutsion • Canonsburg, PA • 
3/9/03
Keith Maib • Leawood, KS • 10/19/14
Andrew E. Manatos • Bethesda, MD • 2/24/91
George M. Marcus • Palo Alto, CA • 2/24/91
Nikiforos Mathews • Stamford, CT • 11/1/09
Michael H. Missios, Ph. D. • Huntsville, AL • 
10/19/14
James S. Nicholas • Grand Rapids, MI • 
3/10/02
Anthony A. Nichols • Skokie, IL • 2/24/91
Gus M. Pablecas • South Barrington, IL • 
10/22/06
Steve C. Padis • Danville, CA • 10/20/13
Anthony Palmieri • Newtown Square, PA • 
10/21/12
James Pantelidis • New York, NY • 10/21/12
George Pantelidis • New York, NY • 10/19/14
John Pappajohn • Des Moines, IA • 2/18/01
Christopher J. Pappas • Houston, TX • 
10/26/08
John A. Payiavlas • Warren, OH • 2/24/91
Gus G. Perdikakis • Maineville, OH • 3/7/82
Paun Peters • Fort Worth, TX • 10/19/14
Demetrios Polos • Highland Park, NJ • 
10/19/14
Theodore J. Poplos • Memphis, TN • 10/19/14
George C. Psetas • Port Richey, FL • 10/23/05
Gerry A. Ranglas • Rancho Santa Fe, CA • 
3/10/02
Dr. John C. Rouman • Durham, NH 03824 • 
10/16/11
Dr. Peter Scamagas • Fresno, CA • 10/28/07

ANNUAL 
EXARCH’S APPEAL

List complete as of December 8, 2015
 (List includes donor name, city and state of residence and offikion date)

Each day sponsored represents at least a $3,000 pledge donation.
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John C. Scurtis • Miami, FL • 10/28/07
Constantine Sideridis • Salem, MA • 10/18/15
Peter J. Skeadas • Greenwich, CT • 10/10/04
Dean Spanos • Stockton, CA • 6/6/04
Michael Spanos • Stockton, CA • 6/6/04
Harry W. Spell • Edina, MN • 10/16/11
James D. Speros • Wellesley, MA • 3/10/02
Demetrios Stathopoulos • Victor, NY • 10/19/14
Michael Stefanoudakis • Denver, CO • 10/18/15
Thomas M. Suehs • Austin, TX • 10/16/11
James G. Tasios • Winston-Salem, NC • 10/31/10
Nicholas E. Terezis • Pittsburgh, PA • 
10/18/20015
Theodore J. Theophilos • Hinsdale, IL • 10/23/05
† Chris P. Tomaras • Chicago, IL • 3/10/02
Nicholas Tsakalos • Phoenix, MD • 10/28/07
Nicholas Tsapatsaris • Ridgewood, NJ • 10/26/08
George A. Tsougarakis • Englewood, NJ • 
10/16/11
Manuel Tzagournis, M.D. • Columbus, OH • 
3/9/03
Haralambos Tzanetatos • Coconut Grove, FL • 
1987
Dr. Dean Vafiadis • Englewood Cliffs, NJ • 3/8/98
Dr. Sotirios J. Vahaviolos • Princeton, NJ • 
10/10/04
Peter A. Vlachos • New York, NY • 2/18/01
Theodore D. Vlahos • La Grange Park, IL • 
11/1/09
Dr. Theodore Vlahos • Safety Harbor, FL • 
10/22/06
Gus Vratsinas • Little Rock, AR • 3/10/02
Gary M. Vrionis • Danville, CA • 10/23/05
Leonard Zangas • Manhasset, NY • 10/31/10

All Exarch’s Appeal Participants

Achilles G. Adamantiades • North Bethesda, MD 
• 3/9/03
John Alahouzos • Washington, DC • 6/10/09
Dr. Menelaos A. Aliapoulios • Weston, MA • 
2/24/91
Peter Allan, Ph.D. • Fort Lee, NJ • 3/19/89
Harold V. Anagnos • Long Grove, IL • 10/28/07
Ernest W. Anast • Yorba Linda, CA • 3/3/96
George J. Anderson • Nashville, TN • 9/27/06
Louis Anderson • Charleston, SC • 6/14/81
Leon W. Andris • Silver Spring, MD • 3/9/03
Constantine A. Anthony • Boca Raton, FL • 
3/3/96
Arthur C. Anton Jr. • Carlisle, MA • 10/20/13
Arthur C. Anton, Sr. • North Andover, MA • 4/7/76
Andrew P. Arbes • Manasquan, NJ • 6/14/81
Peter T. Arbes • Chatham, NJ • 10/31/10
Kosta M. Arger, MD • Reno, NV • 10/16/11
Clifford Argue • Mercer Island, WA • 10/10/04
Hon. Andrew S.  Armatas • Denver, CO • 3/7/82
Lewis A. Assaley, Ph.D. • Cincinnati, OH • 
10/26/08

Basil M. Assimakopoulos • Potomac, MD • Jun-
99
Theodore J. Athanasakes • Ocean Ridge, FL • 
11/1/09
Dr. William A. Athens • Grosse Ile, MI • 2/28/88
Peter Baganakis • New Milford, NJ • 3/9/03
Arthur Balourdos • Lincolnwood, IL • 10/26/08
John S. Balourdos • Lincolnwood, IL • 10/23/05
Andrew T. Banis • Walnut Creek, CA • 3/4/02
Peter J. Barris • McLean, VA • 10/10/04
Charles Beck • Holladay, UT • 10/31/10
Drake Behrakis • Sudbury, MA • 10/16/11
Hon. Michael Bilirakis • Tarpon Springs, FL • 
3/23/86
John J. Blazakis • Somerset, NJ • 10/31/10
Dr. Nicholas Bournias • Birmingham, MI • 
10/18/15
Dimitris Bousis • Northbrook, IL • 10/23/05
Hon. B. Theodore Bozonelis • Chatam, NJ • 
10/28/07
Alex R. Breno • Royersford, PA • 3/20/94
Anthony Brigis • Sea Cliff, NY • 10/18/15
Chris J. Brous • Farmington, CT • 2/18/01
Robert M. Buchanan, Jr. • Jackson, MS • 
10/20/13
Emil Bzdil • Freeland, PA • 2/17/01
Tykye G. Camaras • Corona Del Mar, CA • 
3/12/95
Ronald E. Canakaris • Atlanta, GA • 10/31/10
Thomas S. Cappas • Highland, IN • 10/10/04
Chris W. Caras • Palos Verdes Est., CA • 2/18/01
Constantine G. Caras • Greenville, DE • 3/8/98
Gregory Caras • Dayton, OH • 3/9/03
Michael L. Carousis • Manasquan, NJ • 1/1/70
Nicholas A. Carras • Myersville, MD • 10/23/05
 Diamantis J. Cassis • Houston, TX • 3/10/02
James C. Catrickes • Haverford, PA • 10/18/15
James T. Cavalaris • Charlotte, NC • 3/3/85
Harry T. Cavalaris • Charlotte, NC • 3/6/93
Anthony F. Chapekis • Northbrook, IL • 3/9/03
Stephen Cherpelis • Douglaston, NY • 2/18/01
Paul G. Chiligiris • Decatur, IL • 10/31/10
Nicholas E. Chimicles, Esq. • Devon, PA • 
10/20/13
Peter J. Christopoulos • Edison, NJ • 3/26/97
Gerald B. Clonaris • Charlotte, NC • 3/3/96
John N. Colis • Glenview, IL • 10/20/13
Andreas D. Comodromos • Paramus, NJ • 3/3/96
Peter J. Condakes • Weston, MA • 10/26/08
Panagiotis Contos • Denver, CO • 10/22/06
Jerry A. Costacos • Seattle, WA • 7/4/82
Prof. Demetrios Costaras • Beechhurst, NY • 
3/11/79
Andreas Costea • Oceanside, NY • 2/24/91
Jon J. Couchell • Spartanburg, SC • 10/21/12
Nicholas J. Coussoulis • Indian Wells, CA • 7/4/82
Patrick R. Crosson • Livonia, MI • 11/1/09
John Dallas • Hingham, MA • 3/16/97
Christo Daphnides • Highland Beach, FL • 1/1/72

George J. Dariotis • Manhasset, NY • 2/18/01
Jimmy C. Daskalos • Albuquerque, NM • 10/31/10
John Daskos • Hartsdale, NY • 10/22/06
George Demacopoulos Ph.D. • Commack, NY • 
10/31/10
Harry J. Demas • Naples, FL • 2/28/99
Theodore D. Demetriou • Chatham, NJ • 2/28/88
John W. Demetropoulos • Scottsdale, AZ • 
10/10/04
George C. Demos, Esq. • Huntington Beach, CA 
• 10/20/13
Dennis K. Dickos, MD • Carmel, IN • 3/15/92
James Dimitrion • Waretown, NJ • 3/5/00
Peter M. Dion • Palm Beach, FL • 3/23/86
George N. Donkar • Savannah, GA • 10/21/12
Steven Doulaveris • Florence, SC • 11/1/09
Nikitas Drakotos • Riverdale, NY • 3/3/85
Theofanis V. Economidis • Los Altos, CA • 3/3/96
Anastasius Efstratiades, J.D. • Cherry Hill, NJ • 
10/19/14
Andrew J. Ekonomou, Ph.D. • Atlanta, GA • 
10/19/14
John P. Eliopoulos, MD • Swampscott, MA • 
10/31/10
Michael S. Emanuel • McLean, VA • 11/1/09
Michael Firilas • Land O’ Lakes, FL • 2/24/91
Constantine E. Flokas, MD • Yonkers, NY • 
10/19/14
James C. Fountas • Scotch Plains, NJ • 6/14/81
Dr. Kenneth Frangadakis • Saratoga, CA • 3/5/00
George Frangiadakis • Westwood, MA • 10/21/12
Phillip T. Frangos • East Lansing, MI • 10/20/13
Jim Gabriel, Jr. • Centerport, NY  • 11/1/09
Louis A. Gaitanis • St. Augustine, FL • 3/9/03
John W. Galanis • Elm Grove, WI • 3/23/86
Alvin C. Galloway • Tucker, GA • 3/19/89
Isidoros Garifalakis • Vancouver, WA • 10/10/04
George M. Gazis • Houston, TX • 10/16/11
David P. Gdovin • Vestal, NY • 10/31/10
A. Jack Georgalas • Seaford, VA • 3/16/97
Leslie P. George • Marietta, GA • 10/22/06
Stephen A. Georgeson • Atlanta, GA • 3/9/03
Nicolaos A. Georgiafentis • Itasca, IL • 10/26/08
Renos Georgiou • Bayside, NY • 10/23/05
Fotios Gerasopoulos • Jackson Heights, NY • 
3/20/94
Alexander A. Gianaras • Lake Forest, IL • 2/18/01
John Gidicsin • Brooklyn, NY • 2/17/01
John S. Gikas • Manchester, NH • 3/11/79
Elias L. Gounardes • Staten Island, NY • 11/17/97
Geofrey  J. Greenleaf • Novelty, OH • 10/19/14
Dr. John Grossomanides, Jr. • Westerly, RI • 
4/14/12
Vassilios B. Grous • Greenwich, CT • 10/28/07
Gary C. Grysiak • Monroeville, PA • 2/28/99
Demitrios Halakos • Greenville, DE • 10/18/15
John Halecky, Jr. • Summit, NJ • 7/20/82
Dn. Stephen E. Hall • Upper Marlboro, MD • 
2/28/99
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Ron J. Harb • Little Rock, AR • 3/10/02
Stavros Haviaras • Muttontown, NY • 10/20/13
Dr. Marinos D. Hionis • Aventura, FL • 3/12/95
Spiro C. Hondros • Charlotte, NC • 10/23/05
George G. Horiates • Moorestown, NJ • 10/21/12
Larry Hotzoglou • Bayside, NY • 10/26/08
John C. Hrapchak • Columbia, MD • 2/28/99
Dr. William N. Hunter • Bethesda, MD • 10/15/95
Stratos E. Inglesis • Potomac, MD • 11/8/98
Michael Jaharis • New York, NY • 2/28/88
Timothy J. Joannides • Cheyenne, WY • 10/23/05
Michael S. Johnson • Denver, CO • 1/1/80
Thomas G. Jordan • Grosse Pointe, MI • 10/31/10
Constantine Kaganis • Bronx, NY • 10/16/11
Peter Kakoyiannis • Yardley, PA • 3/8/98
John  A. Kalinoglou • Atlanta, GA • 3/10/02
Stephen S. Kalivas, R. Ph.  • Peabody, MA • 
10/21/12
William C. Kallinikos • Oceanside, NY  • 10/23/05
Dr. James G. Kallins • Downey, CA • 3/3/96
John Kalucis, M.D. • Middleburg Heights, OH • 
10/20/13
George Kaludis • Potomac, MD • 3/9/03
Dean C. Kamaras • Allison Park, PA • 3/9/03
Nicholas A. Karacostas • Bayside, NY • 11/1/09
Demitri P. Karagias • Deal, NJ • 3/5/00
George L. Karagias • Allenhurst, NJ • 3/16/97
Tom Karas • San Francisco, CA • 10/21/12
Ignatius P. Karatassos • Atlanta, GA • 3/19/89
Peter Karavites • Quincy, MA  • 3/5/00
Dr. Stamatios Kartalopoulos • Annandale, NJ • 
2/28/99
John V. Kassimatis • Garden City, NY • 3/9/03
Nick H. Katapodis • Atlanta, GA • 11/1/09
Emanuel G. Katsoulis • Manhasset, NY • 10/31/10
Theodore G. Kays • Coral Gables, FL • 3/9/03
Konstantinos T. Kazakos • Clemmons, NC • 
10/22/06
Louis A. Kircos • Grosse Pointe, MI • 10/10/04
Dr. George Kleris • Atlanta, GA • 3/10/02
Sam N. Kleto • Charlotte, NC • 10/23/05
Theodore P. Klingos • New York, NY • 11/1/09
Theodore X. Koinis • PearLand, TX • 10/21/12
George Kokkinakis • Ramsey, NJ • 3/8/87
George M. Kondos • Scarsdale, NY • 3/10/02
Nicholas D. Konides • N.Wildwood, NJ • 3/12/95
Theodore D. Konopisos • Newport Beach, CA • 
10/18/15
George J. Kontogiannis • Columbus, OH • 
10/10/04
Evris Kontos • Franklin Lakes, NJ • 3/16/97
George H. Kossaras • Carefree, AZ • 3/10/02
George J. Kostas • Houston, TX • 3/10/02
Dr. Harry N. Kotsis • Grosse Pointe Farms, MI  • 
10/22/06
Notis Kotsolios • Westfield, NJ • 10/10/04
Angelo C. Koukoulis • Bridgeport, WV • 3/15/92
Mihail D. Koulakis • Porter Ranch, CA • 11/1/09

Dr. George Koulianos • Mobile, AL • 10/28/07
John A. Koumoulides, Ph.D. • Muncie, IN • 1/1/80
Louis E. Koumoutsos • Tinton Falls, NJ • 10/20/13
Gust C. Kraras • Reading, PA • 3/4/90
Michael Kusturiss, Jr. • Eighty Four, PA • 10/21/12
Pavlos Kymissis, M.D. • Manhasset Hills, NY • 
10/16/11
Thomas C. Kyrus • Virginia Beach, VA • 1/1/78
Georgios C. Kyvernitis • King of Prussia, PA • 
3/10/02
Arthur Labros • Brookfield, WI • 10/31/10
Steven M. Laduzinsky • Chicago, IL • 11/1/09
Markos Lagos • Dunedin, FL • 10/19/14
Frank Lagouros • Peoria, IL • 10/20/13
Theodore Laliotis • Los Altos, CA • 10/21/12
Elias Lambiris • New York, NY • 10/18/15
George K. Lavas • Rockville Centre, NY • 3/20/94
Nicholas L. Lekas • Hudson, OH • 10/20/13
† James P. Lemonias • Chestnut Hill, MA • 
3/16/97
Dr. George G. Lendaris • Portland, OR • 7/4/82
Hon. Paul Lillios • Northbrook, IL • 2/18/01
Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis • Rydal, PA  • 3/8/87
Dr. Cary J. Limberakis • Ambler, PA • 10/10/04
Demetreos Limberakis • Peabody, MA • 10/31/10
Dr. John Lingas • Portland, OR • 1/1/85
Elias J. Livaditis • Atlanta, GA • 10/20/13
Spiros P. Livanis • Bordentown, NJ • 3/15/81
Demetrios Logothetis • Riverwoods, IL • 10/10/04
Emanuel N. Logothetis • Summit, NJ • 2/28/88
Arthur Loridas • Needham, MA • 10/22/06
Costas T. Los • Harrison, NY • 3/4/90
Dr. Nicholas G. Loutsion • Canonsburg, PA • 
3/9/03
Steven Lukac • Hubbard, OH • 10/16/11
George S. Lychyk • River Forest, IL • 10/23/05
Spiro J. Macris • Wrightsville Beach, NC • 3/3/96
Eleftherios Maggos • Leo, IN  • 10/21/12
Keith Maib • Leawood, KS • 10/19/14
George G. Makris • Alpine, NJ • 10/23/05
John D. Malatras • Charlotte, NC • 2/28/99
Chris C. Maletis • Portland, OR • 10/26/08
Louis G. Malevitis • Oak Brook, IL • 3/3/96
Andrew E. Manatos • Bethesda, MD • 2/24/91
Mike A. Manatos • Bethesda, MD • 10/22/06
Christopher D. Mandaleris • Greensboro, NC • 
10/16/11
Franklin Manios • Warren, OH • 3/18/05
John G. Manos • Bloomingdale, IL • 3/1/13
Mark F. Manta • Orlando Park, IL • 2/24/91
George M. Marcus • Palo Alto, CA • 2/24/91
William B. Marianes • Tucker, GA • 2/18/01
Nikiforos Mathews • Stamford, CT • 11/1/09
John A. Mehos • Jersey City, NJ  • 2/18/01
John C. Metaxas • Katonah, NY • 10/20/13
Louis J. Michaelos, MD • Largo, FL • 2/24/91
Emmanuel Mihailides • East Greenwich, RI • 
10/23/05

Frank Mihalopoulos • Dallas, TX • 10/31/10
George D. Mihaltses, Esq. • Bayside, NY • 
11/1/09
Christos G. Miliotes • Maitland, FL • 3/16/97
George J. Miller • Charlotte, NC • 10/23/05
Michael H. Missios, Ph. D. • Huntsville, AL • 
10/19/14
William A. Mitchell • Wildwood Crest, NJ • 
10/28/07
Thomas N. Mitrakos • Pittsburgh, PA • 10/16/11
Nicholas C. Moraitakis • Atlanta, GA • 3/20/94
Theodores Moschokarfis • Beechhurst, NY • 
3/12/95
Demitrios M. Moschos • Worcester, MA • 3/19/89
James H. Moshovitis • Washington, DC • 2/28/88
Harry Moskos • Knoxville, TN • 2/24/80
Basil Mossaidis • Washington, DC • 10/31/10
Andrew S. Natsios • College Station, TX • 
10/23/05
James S. Nicholas • Grand Rapids, MI • 3/10/02
Anthony A. Nichols • Skokie, IL • 2/24/91
Nicholas Nichols • Brick Twnship, NJ • 10/31/10
Louis Nicozisis • Manalapan , FL • 3/15/92
George J. Omiros • Uniontown, PA • 2/18/01
Gus M. Pablecas • South Barrington, IL • 
10/22/06
Steve C. Padis • Danville, CA • 10/20/13
Anthony Palmieri • Newtown Square, PA • 
10/21/12
Christos T. Panopoulos • East Grand Rapids, MI 
• 2/18/01
James Pantelidis • New York, NY • 10/21/12
George Pantelidis • New York, NY • 10/19/14
Hon. Nicholas P. Papadakos • McKeesport, PA • 
2/28/99
Peter Clyde N. Papadakos, Esq. • McKeesport, 
PA • 10/22/06
Dr. Gregory Papadeas • Greenwood Village, CO 
• 11/1/09
Stavros Papadopulos • Potomac, MD • 10/15/95
Aristotle Papanikolaou, Ph.D. • Bradford, MA • 
10/31/10
Christopher J. Pappas • Houston, TX • 10/26/08
John Pappajohn • Des Moines, IA • 2/18/01
Stephen G. Pappas, MD • Somersworth, NH • 
3/12/95
Nicholas L. Papson • Washington Township, NJ 
• 3/10/02
John G. Patronis • Atlanta, GA • 3/19/89
Prof. Lewis J. Patsavos • Cambridge, MA • 
11/1/09
Solon Patterson • Atlanta, GA • 3/9/03
Dr. Michael J. Patzakis • San Marino, CA • 
10/22/06
Paul Pavlides • Manhasset, NY • 3/5/00
John A. Payiavlas • Warren, OH • 2/24/91
James & Theodore Pedas Family Foundation • 
Washington, DC • 10/31/10
Harold A. Peponis • Chicago, IL • 3/7/93
Gus G. Perdikakis • Maineville, OH • 3/7/82
Paun Peters • Fort Worth, TX • 10/19/14



archons.org/newsletter  |  The Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate 23

Dr. Marinos A. Petratos • New York, NY • 3/8/87
Nicholas G. Pituras, D.D.S. • Tenafly, NJ • 3/3/96
Paul J. Plumis • Seattle, WA • 10/16/11
Dean Poll • Upper Brookville, NY • 10/22/06
Demetrios Polos • Highland Park, NJ • 10/19/14
Theodore J. Poplos • Memphis, TN • 10/19/14
George Possas • E Northport, NY • 3/23/86
Peter E. Preovolos • La Mesa, CA • 7/4/82
Reince Priebus • Washington, DC • 10/16/11
Alexander Pritsos • Bayside, NY • 3/15/1992
John M. Psaltos • Wilton, CT • 10/21/2012
Michael G. Psaros • Purchase, NY • 10/19/14
George C. Psetas • Port Richey, FL • 10/23/05
George P. Psihogios • Lake Oswego, OR • 
10/26/08
Dino A. Ralis • Bayside, NY • 10/28/07
Lee G. Rallis • Denver, CO • 4/4/99
Gerry Ranglas • Rancho Santa Fe, CA • 3/10/02
Harry Raptakis • Mineola, NY • 3/15/92
Michael Ristvey, Jr. • Hermitage, PA • 3/15/92
Constantine M. Rizopoulos • Flagler Beach, FL • 
3/10/02
George C. Rockas • Lynnfield, MA • 10/22/06
Dr. John C. Rouman • Durham, NH 03824 • 
10/16/11
Louis J. Roussalis, M.D. • Casper, WY • 3/15/92
George E. Safiol • Weston, MA • 3/16/97
Hon. Paul S.Sarbanes • Baltimore, MD • 3/7/82
Anthony T. Saris • Mill Valley, CA • 3/10/02
Prof. John C. Sarkioglu • Meadowbrook, PA • 
3/7/93
Nicholas C. Sarris • Tyngsboro, MA • 3/10/02
Dr. Peter Scamagas • Fresno, CA • 10/28/07
James S. Scofield • St. Petersburg, FL • 8/10/68
John C. Scurtis • Miami, FL • 10/28/07
John H. Secaras • Kenilworth, IL • 3/3/85
Theodore Sepsis • Elmhurst, IL • 10/23/05
Demetrios Seremetis • Canton, MA • 11/1/09
Michael Serko • Endwell, NY • 3/5/00
Robert J. Serko • Endwell, NY • 3/5/00
Harry G. Siafaris • Los Angeles, CA • 3/3/96
Constantine Sideridis • Salem, MA • 10/18/15
Louis S. Sinopulos • Deerfield Beach, FL • 1/1/68
Peter J. Skeadas • Greenwich, CT • 10/10/04
Basil Skelos • Rockville Centre, NY • 10/26/08
George Skoufis • Atlanta, GA • 3/5/00
Hon. Michael Sotirhos • Lauderdale By The Sea, 
FL • 1/1/74
Dean Spanos • Stockton, CA • 6/6/04
Michael Spanos • Stockton, CA • 6/6/04
Harry W. Spell • Edina, MN • 10/16/11
William Spell • Edina, MN • 10/18/15
James D. Speros • Wellesley, MA • 3/10/02
Spiro Spireas, Ph.D. • New Hope, PA • 10/31/10
Arthur G. Spirou • Ft. Wayne, IN • 3/4/90
Christos Spyropoulos • Old Brookville, NY • 
11/1/09
Gregory J. Stamos • Woodbridge, CT • 10/16/11

Angelo A. Stamoulis • Holliston, MA • 3/23/86
Demetrios Stathopoulos • Victor, NY • 10/19/14
George Stefanidakis, Ph.D. • Houston, TX • 
10/20/13
Michael Stefanoudakis • Denver, CO • 10/18/15
Wesley A. Stinich • Westchester, IL • 10/22/06
Christopher Stratakis • New York, NY • 3/8/98
Nick M. Stratas • Mobile, AL • 3/20/94
Thomas M. Suehs • Austin, TX • 10/16/11
William G. Sutzko • Saint Clair, PA • 10/10/04
John Tangalos • Shelby Township, MI • 10/31/10
James G. Tasios • Winston-Salem, NC • 10/31/10
Tim Tassopoulos • Atlanta, GA • 10/28/07
† Dr. Nick L. Terezis • Steubenville, OH • 
10/22/06
Nicholas E. Terezis • Pittsburgh, PA • 10/18/15
Theodore J. Theophilos • Hinsdale, IL • 10/23/05
Dr. Gregory A. Thomas • Highland, IN • 3/12/95
James G. Thomas • Highland, IN • 3/3/96
James Thomas • Highland, IN • 3/12/95
Manuel N. Tissura, D.D.S. • Roswell, GA • 
3/19/89
† Chris P. Tomaras • Chicago, IL • 3/10/02
Costas N. Trataros • Boca Raton, FL • 3/20/94
Nicholas Tsakalos • Phoenix, MD • 10/28/07
Nicholas Tsapatsaris • Ridgewood, NJ • 10/26/08
George Tsandikos • New York, NY • 3/20/94
Savas C. Tsivicos • Wayside, NJ • 3/16/97
George A. Tsougarakis • Englewood, NJ • 
10/16/11
Manuel Tzagournis, M.D. • Columbus, OH • 
3/9/03
Andreas G. Tzakis, MD • Miami, FL • 10/10/04
Haralambos Tzanetatos • Coconut Grove, FL • 
1987
Dr. Dean Vafiadis • Englewood Cliffs, NJ • 3/8/98
Dr. Sotirios J. Vahaviolos • Princeton, NJ • 
10/10/04
Peter N. Vatsures • Columbus, OH • 10/16/11
Argyris Vassiliou • Stamford, CT • 10/16/11
Kostas Vellios • Brooklyn, NY • 1/1/69
Stefanos Vertopoulos • Vancouver, WA • 
10/28/07
Theodore Veru • Fort Lee, NJ • 10/28/07
George M. Ververides • Princeton, NJ • 3/15/81
Dr. Nick S. Vidalakis • Pasadena, CA • 3/5/00
Peter A. Vlachos • New York, NY • 2/18/01
Louis Vlahantones • St. Clair Shores, MI • 1/1/68
Theodore D. Vlahos • La Grange Park, IL • 
11/1/09
Dr. Theodore Vlahos • Safety Harbor, FL • 
10/22/06
Thomas Vlahos • Bronx, NY • 2/18/01
Dr. Elmer Vogelpohl, Jr. • Galveston, TX • 3/3/85
John P. Volandes • Brooklyn, NY • 3/12/95
Bill J. Vranas • Skokie, IL • 3/20/94
Gus Vratsinas • Little Rock, AR • 3/10/02
Constantine N. Vrettos • Charlotte, NC • 10/23/05
Gary M. Vrionis • Danville, CA • 10/23/05

Nicholas Yakubik • Cary, NC • 10/28/07
Stephen J. Yallourakis, M.D., D.D.S. • Kingsport, 
TN • 10/23/05
Phillip Yamalis • Pittsburgh, PA • 10/21/12
G.Thomas Yearout • Birmingham, AL • 3/8/98
Nickas J. Yiannias • Dubuque, IA • 10/23/82
James B. Zafiros • White Plains, NY  • 10/31/10
George P. Zaharas • Cheyenne, WY • 10/16/11
Theodore K. Zampetis • Bloomfiled Hills, MI • 
10/28/07
Leonard Zangas • Manhasset, NY • 10/31/10
John Zavitsanos • Houston, TX • 10/10/04
George P. Zimmar, Ph.D. • Briarcliff Manor, NY • 
10/23/05
Demetrius C. Zonars • Dayton, OH • 3/9/03
Anonymous
William Jannace • Bayside, NY
James D. Vavas • Brooklyn, NY
The Nicholas J. & Anna K. Bouras Foundation, Inc. 
• Summit, NJ
John C. Kulis Charitable Foundation • Chicago, IL

“
Every day is literally  

another fight  

for survival of our  

Mother Church.

”
Archon John Zavitsanos 

Exarch’s Appeal Chairman

Your Actions 
Make A Difference!

archons.org/donate

It costs over 
$1 Million a year 

to operate our religious 
freedom mission.

It costs $3,000 a day to operate
the Order of Saint Andrew.



Rev. Stefanos Alexopoulos, Ph.D.
Assistant Professor Liturgical Studies and Sacramental Theology

Retreat Master

APRIL 15-16, 2016

The 13th Annual Archon

LENTEN
RETREAT

Southampton, New York

Fr. Stefanos was born in 
Zimbabwe, raised in South 
Africa and Greece, and re-
ceived his higher education 
in the United States, earning 
a B.A. in Religious Studies 
f r om Hel le n ic  C ol lege , 
a M.Div. from Holy Cross 
Greek Orthodox School of 
Theology, both in Brookline, 
MA., and a Ph.D. in Liturgical 
Studies from the University 
of Notre Dame. While at the 
University of Notre Dame 
he taught the course "The 
Spirituality of the Christian 
East :  Exper ience,  For m, 
and Expression" for which 
he received the Outstanding 
Graduate Student Teacher 
Kaneb Award for Excellence in 

Teaching. In 2003 Fr. Stefanos 
returned to Greece where he 
served as a parish priest and 
taught for the College Year 
in Athens Program, for the 
Greco-Roman Program of St. 
John's University/St. Benedict's 
College, Collegeville, MN, and 
for the Pastoral Institute of 
the Archdiocese of Athens, 
Church of Greece. In 2009 
he was elected Assistant 
Professor of Liturgy at the 
Ecclesiastical Academy of 
Athens. In the Spring of 2012 
he was invited to teach at the 
Institute of Sacred Music at 
Yale University as a visit-
ing professor. His work has 
appeared in English, Greek, 
German and Russian. He is 

the author of The Presanctified 
Liturgy in the Byzantine Rite: 
A Comparative Analysis of 
Its Origins, Evolution, and 
Structural Units in the series 
Liturgia Condenda 21 (Peeters 
Publishers, 2009). He is a 
member of the North American 
Academy of Liturgy and the 
Society of Oriental Liturgy, 
which he served as Secretary 
between 2006-2012. Since 
2009 is actively involved in the 
new Catalogue of Byzantine 
Manuscripts project out of 
the Protestant Theological 
University (Holland). He is 
an ordained Greek Orthodox 
priest, the son and grandson of 
priests, and since 2010 has been 
appointed full member of the 

Special Synodical Committee 
on Liturgical Renewal of the 
Holy Synod of the Church of 
Greece. Fr. Stefanos joined 
the Faculty of the School of 
the Theology and Religious 
Studies at Catholic University 
of America in the Fall of 2013. 

His research focuses on as-
pects of Byzantine Liturgical 
History, Eastern Liturgical 
Tradit ions and Liturgical 
Renewal. His current projects 
include a book-length study 
on the history of the private 
"Office of Holy Communion" 
in the Byzantine rite and a 
study of the Christian in-
scriptions on the Parthenon 
as a source of liturgical in-
formation.

Save the Date

8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0106


