
On Tuesday, November 27, 2007, Archbishop Demetrios, Exarch of 
the Ecumenical Patriarchate led a delegation of Archons of The 
Order of Saint Andrew, to support the Ecumenical Patriarchate in 

the European Court of Human Rights (ECHR) in Strasbourg, France. The 
oral argument took place before a seven judge panel made up of judges from 
San Marino, Turkey, Hungary, Belgium, Portugal, Georgia, and Lithuania, 
with alternate judges from Italy and Serbia. 
 
The Ecumenical Patriarchate brought an action against the government of 
Turkey in the ECHR for confiscating the Patriarchal Orphanage property, 
a majestic wooded structure located on Prinkipos (Buyukada) owned by the 

Metropolitan Meliton, Archbishop Demetrios, and Metropoli-
tan Emmanuel prepare before the court hearing.

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of 
America was the recipient of the Ath-
enagoras Human Rights Award of the 

Order of St. Andrew, Archons of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate in an emotion-filled evening, 
Saturday, October 27, at the New York Hilton. 

In presenting the award, Dr. Anthony J. Lim-
berakis, National Commander of the Order of 
St. Andrew stated: “His Eminence Archbish-
op Demetrios of America exemplifies the very 
elements that constitute the Athenagoras Hu-

Archons honor Archbishop Demetrios with the 
2007 Athenagoras Human Rights Award
New York, NY

His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios is awarded the 2007 Athenagoras Human Rights Award.
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Ecumenical Patriarchate 
since 1902. This historic or-
phanage is the largest single-
structure wooden building 
in Europe and second largest 
in the world having served 
as the Patriarchal orphanage 
until the 1960’s.
 
Prior to the court hearing, 
preparations and discussions 
were held by His Eminence, 
Archbishop Demetrios, His 
Eminence, Metropolitan 
Meliton, and His Eminence, 
Metropolitan Emmanuel 
along with the Ecumenical 
Patriarchal attorneys and the 
Archon Legal Committee.
 
Represented by Attorneys 
Nicos C. Alivizatos, Ioannis 
Ktistakis and Ata Sakmar, 
the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate presented oral argument 
before the ECHR claiming 
the government illegally 
seized the property whose 
title was granted to the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in 
1902 by firman (decree) of 
the Sultan. The overall reli-
gious freedom effort by the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate is 
coordinated by Metropolitan 

Meliton of 
Philadelphia, 
a senior and 
well respect-
ed hierarch 
of the Mother 
Church. 
 
After the 
hearing, 
Archbishop 
Demetrios 
said, “It is very 
significant that 
the European 
Court of Human Rights re-
ferred to the Ecumenical Pa-
triarchate in every instance, 
printed and oral as Ecumeni-
cal. Such language is indica-
tive that the recognition we 
seek is part and parcel of a 
common understanding of 
who and what we are. The 
Ecumenical Patriarchate is 
recognized around the world 
for its trans-national spiri-
tual ministry of Orthodox 
Witness and peace-making 
and reconciliation in the 
family of humankind.” 
Discussions were held 
between the Archon Legal 
Committee and the Europe-
an Center for Legal Justice. 

Archon National Com-
mander Dr. Anthony J. 
Limberakis noted that the 
Order of St. Andrew, under 
the leadership of Archbishop 
Demetrios is assuming a 
more active role in the legal 
defense of the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, working closely 
with Metropolitan Meliton 
of Philadelphia. “The Ecu-
menical Patriarchate will not 
stand alone as it seeks justice 
and religious freedom. The 
Archons in America will 
support the Mother Church 
indefatigably at any venue, at 
any time and in any circum-
stance with all our spiritual, 
intellectual and material 

resources.”  
 
In forming a new relation-
ship between The Order of 
Saint Andrew and the Eu-
ropean Centre for Law and 
Justice, the National Com-
mander stated, “We are very 
pleased to be working with 
the European Centre for Law 
and Justice, an organiza-
tion with a proven record 
of success before the ECHR 
fighting for religious liberties 
and human rights through-
out Europe.” n

The Ecumenical Patriarch is briefed by Dr. Limberakis on the argument to the European Court for 
Human Rights.

Archbishop Demetrios of America, Metropolitan Meliton of Philadelphia, Metropolitan Emmanuel of France, with Patriarchal attorneys and Archon Legal Commit-
tee prior to meeting.

Archons Support Mother 
Church at European Court for 
Human Rights
>>  Continued from page 1
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In response to unlawful destruc-
tion of an historic Orthodox 
Christian Monastery by eight of-

ficials of a local Ministry of Forestry 
in Turkey, His All Holiness Ecu-
menical Patriarch Bartholomew sent 
an official letter to Mevlut Kurban, 
the District Elder of the Princes’ 
Islands, expressing his “strong disap-
pointment and shock.” The Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch emphasized that Holy 
Transfiguration Monastery “had 
survived numerous fires and earth-
quakes throughout hundreds of years. It is uncivil to brutal-
ize a sacred building that carries so much cultural history, 
and unjust to destroy it, especially when Istanbul has been 
picked to be the capital of civilized Europe in 2010.”  
 
Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, National Commander of the 
Order of Saint Andrew, condemned the illegal actions of 
Turkey’s Forestry officials. “On behalf of all peoples of faith 
who value religious freedom, basic human rights and the 
dignity of every human being, we call upon the government 
of Turkey to stop immediately the destruction of this historic 
Monastery and to put an end to the incessant harrassment 
of the humble caretaker and workers who live on the Monas-
tery’s property.” 

Dr. Limberakis emphasized that 
the Archons in America are strong 
advocates for Turkey’s admission into 
the European Union and asked that 
all friends of Turkey urge the govern-
ment to “treat all Turkish citizens 
equally and fairly, regardless of their 
religious persuasion... Muslim, Jew-
ish, or Christian.” 
 
The Monastery, which is undergo-
ing renovation due to a generous 
grant from Dr. Stephen and Dr. Anna 

Yallourakis of Kingsport, TN, was vandalized on Tuesday, 
November 13, 2007. Local government officials removed and 
threw away roof tile, broke all the windows and destroyed 
the window frames. The officials threatened the residents 
and demanded that they abandon their homes because the 
houses were being demolished. Dr. Yallourakis remarked, 
“We here in the U.S. enjoy all of our freedoms and believe all 
people should enjoy basic unalienable rights given to us by 
our Creator. The Ecumenical Patriarchate, founded by the 
Apostle Andrew, is the Sacred See for 250 million Orthodox 
Christians around the world. We pray for a positive resolu-
tion to this tragic event and anxiously await the repair of the 
damage which has destroyed our beloved Monastery.” n

Turkish Forestry Officials Vandalize Historic Church 
Istanbul, Turkey

Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in America

www.archons.org 3



On Saturday, October 27, 2007, the Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in America under the 
leadership of Archbishop Demetrios, Exarch of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate held their annual General Assem-
bly at the Hilton Hotel in New York, NY. 
 
Prior to the assembly, His Eminence, Metropolitan Nicholas 
of Amissos (Carpatho-Russian Diocese) offered the invo-
cation at a special joint breakfast meeting with National 
Council members and Regional Commanders from all over 
the country. The various Religious Freedom initiatives of the 
Order were reviewed. Religious Freedom Committee Chair-
man Archon John A. Catsimatidis, Archon Andrew E. Mana-
tos and Archon Stephen Georgeson spoke on certain compo-
nents of the Archon Religious Freedom Campaign. Archon 
Constantine G. Caras, Esq. and George Kaludis, PhD offered 
an update on the Archon religious freedom presentations 
before the Helsinki Commission’s Annual Human Rights 
Conference in Warsaw, Poland (Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe) before its 55 member nations. 
The Regional Commanders reports were heard among other 
Committee reports during the morning session. 

That afternoon, The Order of St. Andrew sponsored a La-
dies’ Tea Reception for all wives, family members and hon-
ored guests of the Archons and Archons-elect. Dr. Maria A. 
Limberakis, the wife of the National Commander who hosted 
the event welcomed Archbishop Demetrios who spoke on the 
significance of the Archon offikion. Special Guest Speaker 
Maria Foscarinis, Esq., Executive Director of the National 
Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty, offered a power-
point presentation on homelessness and poverty in America 
and the various programs sponsored by the National Law 
Center addressing this crisis. 
 
Following registration and luncheon with Archbishop Dem-
etrios, the Archons held their Annual General Assembly 
in which Archbishop Demetrios offered the invocation and 
addressed some 150 attendees. 

National Commander, Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis welcomed 
all Archons and Archons-elect to the assembly. He shared 
with the Archons a letter sent by His All Holiness Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch Bartholomew I of Constantinople and then pre-
sented his report on “Religious Freedom and the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate”. 
 
His Excellency Prof. Andonios Trakatellis, MD, PhD, 
Member and Vice President of the European Parliament, 
offered remarks on a recent formal resolution passed by the 
European Parliament regarding the expectations of the EU of 
Turkey in the area of human rights and religious freedom. 
 
Following Prof. Trakatellis’ remarks, His Excellency Ange-
los Pangratis, Deputy Head of Delegation to the European 
Commission to the United States also addressed the Archon 
Assembly. 
 
Various other reports were heard throughout the afternoon 
including the reports of the Secretary, Treasurer, Audit Com-
mittee, Bylaws Committee, Nominating Committee, Patriar-
chal Education Committee, Regional Commanders Liaison 
Committee, Strategic Planning Committee and Technology 
Committee. 
 
Archon John A. Catsimatidis offered remarks on the Reli-
gious Freedom Initiative, while Archon Andrew Manatos 
offered words on recent developments in Washington. 
 
An extraordinary documentary video presentation entitled, 
“The Ecumenical Patriarchate at the Precipice of Extinction” 
was offered by James Rockas, a senior high school student at 
the Andover Phillips Academy following the reports.
 
His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios concluded the assem-
bly with a memorial service for all departed Archons and 
offered the Archiepiscopal Charge to the Archons-elect. n

Several reports and speeches were heard throughout the afternoon during the 
Annual Archon General Assembly held at the New York Hilton.

Archbishop Demetrios addresses the women at the Ladies Tea reception fol-
lowing a presentation to His Eminence by Dr. Maria Limberakis.

Annual Archon General Assembly held at New York Hilton
New York, NY
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man Rights Award - humanity, humili-
ty, holiness, compassion and leadership. 
We will never forget his extraordinary 
personal care in the tragic aftermath 
of the 9-11 terrorist attacks. On the 
occasion of the 40th Anniversary of 
his ordination to the Episcopacy and 
eighth year as Archbishop of America, 
we honor him for his exemplary service 
to humankind as an Orthodox hier-
arch, theologian, statesman and biblical 
scholar.” 
 
Established in 1986, the Athenagoras 
Award honors Ecumenical Patriarch 
Athenagoras who served as Archbishop 
of the Americas for 18 years before 
being elected Ecumenical Patriarch in 
1948. He was universally acknowledged 
as a visionary leader of Orthodoxy, 
numbering more than 250 million 
faithful worldwide, who worked for 
peace among Churches and people 
throughout his life. Previous recipients 
have included Archbishop Iakovos, 
President Jimmy Carter, President 
George H.W. Bush, President Mikhael 
Gorbachev, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, 
Mother Teresa and Elie Wiesel. 
 
Escorted by Deputy Secretary of State 
John Negroponte, Cardinal Theo-
dore McCarrick and Dr. Limberakis, 
Archbishop Demetrios received an 
enthusiastic and warm reception as he 
entered a packed ballroom. Ambassa-
dor Negroponte led a list of dignitaries 
extolling the honored guest including: 
Ambassador of Greece Alexandros Mal-
lias, Ambassador of Cyprus Andreas 
Kakouris, Deputy Head of Delegation 
of the European Commission in the 
U.S Ambassador Angelos Pangratis, 
Archbishop Emeritus of Washington, 
DC Cardinal Theodore McCarrick, and 
Dr. Antonios Trakatellis, former Vice 
President of the European Parliament 
and brother of Archbishop Demetrios.  
 
Congressman Zack Space (D-OH), 
served as Master of Ceremonies for the 
evening. Maria Foscarinis, founder and 
Executive Director of the National Law 
Center on Homelessness and Poverty 
(NLCHP) addressed the Order of St. 
Andrew Ladies’ Tea reception on Satur-
day afternoon.  

 
In his heartfelt comments regarding 
his good friend Archbishop Demetrios, 
Cardinal McCarrick also brought greet-
ings from Ecumenical Patriarch Bartho-
lomew with whom he had just been in 
Naples, Italy, and in conclusion said 
that “you know how blessed you are 
in having this great Archbishop, you 
know it and we know it, too.” 
 
“Archbishop Demetrios”, said Deputy 
Secretary Negroponte, “joins a distin-
guished group of honorees as a stalwart 
man of faith who has demonstrated 
exemplarily service to humankind, as 
an extraordinary humanitarian and 
advocate of human rights. ...Your Emi-

nence, we are indebted to you for your 
wisdom, your deeds and your faith, 
please accept my deep congratulations.” 
 
After thanking the Archons and all 
guests in attendance, Archbishop Dem-
etrios emphasized the need for more in-
terreligious and intercultural dialogues 
stating that it is not possible to deal 
with human rights without dialogue. 
 
In his response Archbishop Demetrios 
generously thanked the Archons, the 
guest speakers and honored guests on 
the dais and reflected on the ideals and 
significance of the Athenagoras Human 
Rights Award for human rights and re-
ligious freedom. His Eminence empha-
sized the need for more interreligious 
and intercultural dialogues stating that 
it is not possible to deal with human 
rights without dialogue. 

 
Archbishop Demetrios has responded 
to numerous national and international 
needs and crises including the Mace-
donian issue in November 2004, and 
specific acts of terrorism, such as the 
violence against the Ecumenical Patri-
archate and the attack on the school in 
Beslan, Russia, both in September of 
2004. In March of 2005, Archbishop 
Demetrios testified before the Helsinki 
Commission regarding issues of reli-
gious freedom and the function of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate in Turkey. 
 
Enthroned at the Archdiocesan Cathe-
dral of the Holy Trinity on September 
18, 1999, Archbishop Demetrios, the 

spiritual leader of 1.5 million Greek 
Orthodox Christians in America and 
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, is the sixth Archbishop of America 
since the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese 
was established in 1922. 
 
In the time following his enthrone-
ment, Archbishop Demetrios has met 
with clergy and laity of the Archdiocese 
in an intense effort to strengthen condi-
tions of unity and peace and to advance 
the administrative and ecclesiastical 
stability of the work of the Church in 
America. His Archpastoral message 
has been one that has called for unity, 
genuine relationships, and an ever-
increasing commitment to God and to 
service in the name of Christ. n

Archons honor Archbishop Demetrios with 2007 Athenagoras Human Rights Award
>>  Continued from page 1

Archbishop Demetrios addresses the guests in attendance.
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An Archon delegation en-
joyed an audience with 
Ecumenical Patriarch 

Bartholomew and discussed in 
detail the recent appearance 
of Patriarchal representatives 
before the European Court 
of Human Rights in Stras-
bourg, France, concerning the 
confiscation of the Patriarchal 
orphanage property.    
 
The property was seized by 
the Turkish government on 
Prinkipos (Buyukada) which 
consisted of the largest wooden 
structure in Europe. It served 
as the Patriarchal Orphan-
age from 1903 to 1964 and is 
located atop a majestic hill 
overlooking the Sea of Marma-
ra. The building was originally 
purchased in 1902, prior to the 
existence of the modern Repub-
lic of Turkey. The five-member 
delegation also offered their 
recommendations in seeking 
remedies within Turkey.   
 
During the Nov. 28, 2007, 

meeting, Archon National 
Commander Anthony J. Limbe-
rakis also reported to His All 
Holiness on scheduled Ankara 
meetings and that the Archons 
would raise the mid-November 
issue of the vandalized Holy 
Transfiguration Monastery in 
Halki.  The Ecumenical Patri-
arch extended his appreciation 
to the Archon delegation for 
their continuing efforts. 
 
The congregation, led by Arch-
bishop Demetrios of America 
and Fr. Alex Karloutsos, also 
included Archons Christopher 
Stratakis and George Rockas. 
 
The following day, the Archon 
delegation had four meetings in 
Ankara with various Turkish 
government officials arranged 
by United States Ambassador 
to Turkey, Ross Wilson and 
his staff.  In addition, the 
delegation was accompanied by 
Embassy Control Officer Jeff 
Collins and at least one other 
person from the U.S. Embassy 

at each meeting.  
 
At the start of each of the four 
meetings,  Limberakis raised 
the issue of the vandalized 
Holy Transfiguration Monas-
tery on Halki. He called for the 
prosecution of the offenders 
and payment of damages.  He 
then offered a description on 
the lack of religious freedom 
experienced by the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate citing the 
principle issues of the ongoing 
chronic religious freedom defi-
cit perpetrated by the govern-
ment of Turkey, including their 
interference in the election 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate, their refusal to grant legal 
personality to the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, the refusal of the 
government to recognize the 
title “Ecumenical,” govern-
mental property confiscations 
and the government’s forcible 
closure of Halki. 
 
The first meeting was held at 
the AK Party Headquarters. 

Egemen Bagis, AK Party Vice 
Chairman in charge of Foreign 
Affairs and member of the Par-
liament for Istanbul, welcomed 
the visiting Archon delegation.  
After reporting and discussing 
on the various issues of con-
cern, Bagis concluded by saying 
that a new constitution is being 
written and reforms are being 
passed and that there is a right 
to be hopeful about the future. 
 
In addition to the Archon 
delegation, U.S. Embassy of-
ficials, and  Bagis, the meeting 
attendees also included Melbut 
Covusoglu, Deputy for Antalya 
and Chairman of the Turkish 
Delegation to the Parliamen-
tary Assembly of the Council 
of Europe; Nursuma Memecan, 
Member of Parliament; and 
Janice Weiner, Political Coun-
selor at the U.S. Embassy. 
 
The next meeting was con-
ducted at the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs in which the 

Mr. Egemen Bagis, AK Party Vice Chairman in charge of Foreign Affairs, speaks 
with Archon delegation. 

From left to right: Christopher Stratakis; US Ambassador Ross Wilson; Mr. 
Entugrul Apakan, Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs; Dr. Limberakis; and George 
Rockas.

On November 27, 2007, the Archon delegation met with the Directorate of 
Religious Affairs Vice President, Izzet Er. 

The Archon delegation met with the European Commission Delegation to 
Turkey. Mr. Diego Mellado, Head of Political Section, and Sema Kilicer, Political 
Officer, Human Rights.

Archon delegation conduct meetings with Turkish Government 
officials in Ankara 
Istanbul, Turkey
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A Turkish government official has acknowledged that 
recent acts of vandalism to Holy Transfiguration Mon-
astery in Halki were unprovoked and illegal. 

 
In a meeting with a delegation of Archons, Fikeret Kasapog-
lu, the Deputy Governor of Istanbul for Religious Minorities, 
said the actions of eight forestry officials in vandalizing the 
monastery were unprovoked and indeed illegal. 
 
Meeting with Mr. Kasapoglu were Archon National Com-
mander Dr. Anthony J. Limberakis, Archon Legal Commit-
tee Chairman Christopher Stratakis and Archon Litigation 
Subcommittee Chairman George Rockas. Also in attendance 
was William M. Coleman IV, the Vice Consul of the United 
States in Istanbul. The meeting was held on Nov. 30, 2007, at 
offices of the Governor of Istanbul. In the presence of the Ar-
chon Delegation, Mr. Kasapoglu telephoned Melvut Kurban, 
Governor of the Princes’ Islands under whose jurisdiction is 
Halki, who, according to Kasapoglu, stated the following: 
 
1. The Ecumenical Patriarchate had the necessary permits 
and permissions to perform the renovation work on the mon-
astery and the structure was not on land under the control of 
the Ministry of Forestry. 
 
2. The acts of the Forestry officials were not approved by the 
Ministry and were conducted outside their official duties; and 

 
3. The officers involved apologized for their actions and were 
“removed” from the area. 
 
He also informed the delegation that Kurban said that he 
would address the issues of repair and paying for the dam-
ages. 
 
Following the meeting with Kasapoglu, the delegation 
returned to the Ecumenical Patriarchate for consultations 
and reported on the meetings in Ankara and with Deputy 
Governor Kasapoglu. n

Archon delegation was accom-
panied by U.S.  Ambassador 
Wilson. Following a report on 
the vandalization of Christ the 
Savior Monastery,  Limberakis 
noted that it has always been 
problematic for the Ecumenical 
Patriarchate to obtain per-
mits.  Repeated requests for 
permits to renovate properties 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate’s churches and institutions 
are  often ignored by the Turk-
ish authorities. Ambassador 
Wilson responded that in civi-
lized democracies, governments 
do not engage in destructive 
acts notwithstanding the lack 
of permits. 
 
Foreign Ministry Undersecre-
tary Entugrul Apakan respond-
ed by saying that the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarch is a “friend of 
Turkey,” that the intention of 
the government is not “to limit 
him” and that the government 

wants the “Patriarchate” to 
remain in Turkey.  He fur-
ther said that the government 
“wants to be a liberal and 
democratic country” and “will 
look at all issues regarding the 
Patriarchate.” 
 
In addition to the Archon 
delegation, U.S. Embassy offi-
cials, and Apakan, the meeting 
attendees also included Berki 
Dibek, Ambassador, Director 
General for Bilateral Politi-
cal Affairs, and Haydar Berk, 
Ambassador, Deputy Undersec-
retary.  
 
The third meeting took place 
with the European Com-
mission Delegation to Tur-
key. Diego Mellado, Head of 
Political Section, and Sema 
Kilicer, Political Officer, Hu-
man Rights. After reporting 
and discussing on the various 
issues of concern, Mellado said 
that freedom of religion figures 
prominently in the accession 

process for Turkey, referenc-
ing to the November European 
Union report. 
 
He said that a new law on foun-
dations is now before Parlia-
ment that addresses some, but 
not all, the problems relating to 
property.  He said that once the 
new law is approved, the EU 
will look into implementation 
and what happened to proper-
ties seized years ago. 
 
Mellano emphasized that it is 
important to draw public atten-
tion to human rights violations 
such as property confiscations.  
He said that going forward, the 
Archons should keep the EU 
informed of the Patriarchate’s 
problems. 
 
The final meeting between 
took place at the Directorate of 
Religious Affairs with its Vice 
President, Izzet Er.  Following 
the introductory briefing by  
Limberakis on the vandalism 

of Christ the Savior Monastery, 
Er cited other examples of van-
dalism to Turkish mosques in 
neighboring countries indicat-
ing that vandalism problems 
are not unique to Turkey. He 
stressed the parties should 
maintain dialogue and with 
dialogue, problems will be 
solved. 
 
At the end of the day, the 
Archon delegation briefed 
Ambassador Wilson at the 
U.S. Embassy on the various 
meetings.  When asked what 
else the Archons could do to 
enhance religious freedom on 
behalf of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, the ambassador stated 
“keep doing what you are 
doing, monitor developments 
in Turkey and the EU and 
continue to advocate on behalf 
of the Ecumenical Patriarch-
ate with the Turkish govern-
ment.” n

>>  Continued from page 6

A discussion was held between the Archon delegation and the Deputy Gover-
nor of Istanbul, Fikeret Kasapoglu.

Archon Delegation meets with authorities in Istanbul, protesting 
vandalism of monastery in Halki 
Istanbul, Turkey
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The Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate, His 
Eminence Archbishop Demetrios presided at the 
Investiture of twenty-four new Archons, from 

throughout the United States, following the Divine Lit-
urgy on Sunday, October 28, 2007, at the Archdiocesan 
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. During the solemn Archon 
Investiture Service Archbishop Demetrios presented each 
Archon with the Cross of St. Andrew along with the of-
ficial Patriarchal Certificate specifying the offikion desi-
ganted for each Archon by His All Holiness. 
 
Hierarchs in attendance included His Eminence, Metropol-
itan Alexios of Atlanta and His Grace, Bishop Demetrios of 
Mokissos. Dignitaries in attendance included, Ambassador 
of Greece Alexandros Mallias and Ambassador of Cyprus 
Andreas Kakouris. 
 
Prior to the Investiture, a Doxology Service was held in Commemoration of the 67th Anniversary of OXI Day, the day the 
nation of Greece took the brave position by issuing a resounding “NO” - “OXI” - to the desire of fascism to subjugate and oc-
cupy Greece. n

Archbishop Demetrios Presides at the Investiture Of  
Twenty-Four New Archons 
New York, NY 

Archbishop Demetrios of America, Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate raises the Holy Gospel upon the newly-installed Archons, praying for the Grace of the 
Holy Spirit to be upon them in their new role.

His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios presided at the Investiture of 24 new Archons, 
from throughout the United States, following the Divine Liturgy on Sunday, Octo-
ber 28, 2007, at the Archdiocesan Cathedral of the Holy Trinity. 

January-February 2008
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Archons invested by  
Archbishop Demetrios 

Harold V. Anagnos, Archon Depoutatos 
	 Long Grove, IL
James Michael Arakas, Archon Kastrinisios 
	 Myrtle Beach, SC
Nicholas M. Bapis, Archon Hartoularios
	 Salt Lake City , UT
Honorable B. Theodore Bozonelis, Archon Ekdikos
	 Chatham, NJ
George D. Danigeles, Archon Depoutatos
	 Elmhurst, IL
John Gianakouras, Archon Ostiarios
	 Milton, MA
Vasilios Grous, Archon Eftaxias
	 Greenwich, CT
John Peter Koclanes, Archon Maestor
	 Denver, CO
Dr. George Koulianos, Archon Aktouarios
	 Mobile, AL
William Alfred Mitchell, Archon Hypomnematografos
	 Wildwood Crest, NJ
George Stephan Pappas, Archon Ostiarios
	 Phornton, CO
Panagiotis Parthenis, Archon Referendarios
	 Inverness, IL
Dino A. Ralis, Archon Depoutatos
	 Bayside, NY
George Timothy Reganis, Archon Referendarios
	 Bloomfield, MI
George Sakellaris, Archon Ostiarios
	 Milton, MA
Dr. Peter Scamagas, Archon Aktouarios
	 Fresno, CA
John C. Scurtis, Archon Hartoularios
	 Coconut Grove, FL
George Paul Stamas, Archon Nomophylax
	 Baltimore, MD
Timothy Tassopoulos, Archon Maestor
	 Mobile, AL
Nicholas Tsakalos, Archon Kastrinsios
	 Baltimore, MD
Stefanos Vertopoulos, Archon Ostiarios
	 Vancouver, WA
Theodore D. Veru, Archon Maestor
	 Fort Lee, NJ
Nicholas Yakubik, Archon Referendarios
	 Cary, NC
Theodore K. Zampetis, Archon Kastrinsios
	 Hinckley, OH

Archons-elect bear candles as prayers are read.

Archons-elect bear candles as prayers are recited by Archbishop Demetrios.

Diplomats and political leaders attending the Divine Liturgy included the 
Consul General of Greece Katerina Boura, the Consul General of Cyprus,  
Andreas Panayiotou, and Congressman Gus Bilirakis.

Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in America
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National Archon Lenten Retreat 
April 11-12, 2008

National Archon Lenten Retreat Reply Form

Archon / Guest Name(s) Telephone (Home) Telephone (Office)

Company Email

Address Parish

Metropolis

City State Zip Staying at The Thayer Hotel One Night or Two?  Please indicate:     One Night ___ Two Nights:  ___

$75.00 check payable to: Order of St. Andrew the Apostle
Mail to: Order of St. Andrew the Apostle
8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021

All forms and checks must be received by no later than Monday, March 31, 2008.

When: Friday, April 11, 2008 beginning 5pm 
through Saturday, April 12, until 6pm.

Where: Saint Basil Academy 
79 Saint Basil Road, Garrison, NY 10524 
1 845 424-3500

Theme:	“Spiritual Renewal”

Who: All Archons throughout the United 
States and their families are encouraged to 
sign up for our fifth Archon Lenten retreat 
under the spiritual guidance of His Eminence 
Archbishop Demetrios, Exarch of the Ecu-
menical Patriarchate. The retreat will be led 
by His Grace Bishop Savas, Bishop of Troas 
and Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Arch-
diocese of America.

Lodging: A block of rooms has been re-
served for the Order of Saint Andrew the 
Apostle at the Thayer Hotel at West Point lo-
cated at 674 Thayer Road, West Point, New 
York 10996.  A special room rate of $120/
night has been negotiated with the hotel for 
the evenings of April 11 and 12.  The hotel 
is a short ride away from the Saint Basil 
Academy and roundtrip shuttle service will 
be provided from the hotel each day. Check 
in time is 2:00 pm or after.

Meals: Lenten meals will be provided by 
the Saint Basil Academy during the day 
and a half retreat.

Actions Required: Please call 800 247-5047 to reserve your room 
using a major credit card.  Be sure to reference the Order of St. Andrew when making your reservation to qualify for 
the special room rate. 

Mail in the form below with a check for $75.00 made payable to the Order of St. Andrew the Apostle.  Mail your check and 
form to: Order of St. Andrew the Apostle; 8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10021 n 

Family members of Archons are welcome to participate in the retreat!

Dear Fellow Archon: 
 
My beloved brothers in Christ, it is how we conduct our lives on this earth, how Christ-like we comport ourselves and how we serve as instruments of Jesus Christ our Lord and Savior that will ultimately determine our salvation. Thus, it is the healthy and mean-ingful integration of our hectic daily lives into our spiritual lives that really matters. 

 
Recognizing the supreme importance of spirituality in our daily ex-istence, the Spirituality Committee of the National Council, headed up by Archon Jim Speros, has organized a Lenten retreat on April 11 and 12 at the Saint Basil Academy entitled, “Spiritual Renewal.” We are both blessed and very fortunate to have His Grace Bishop Savas, Bishop of Troas and Chancellor of the Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America, serve as retreat master under the spiritual guidance of His Eminence Archbishop Demetrios of America and Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. Details of the retreat are herewith at-tached. 

 
It is my hope, and the hope of the National Council that all Archons and their families throughout the United States will take the op-portunity to embark on this day and a half spiritual odyssey that will move you closer to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and to our Orthodox faith. Please act now to sign up for this most special Lenten retreat as the first step in beginning your personal journey to reenergize the Holy Spirit given to you at baptism.   

In His Service, 
 
Anthony J. Limberakis, MD Archon Aktouarios 
National Commander

January-February 2008

The Archon Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in America

10



National Archon  
Lenten Retreat Program 
on “Spiritual Renewal”

Friday, April 11
4:30 p.m.
Shuttle departs from the Thayer Hotel

5:00 - 6:30 p.m.
Akathist Service, Saint Basil Chapel

6:45 – 8:15 p.m.
Lenten dinner - Dining Room, Main 
Building

8:15 - 8:45 p.m.
Introduction and Overview – His Grace 
Bishop Savas

8:45 p.m.
Shuttle departs for the Thayer Hotel

Saturday, April 12
7:15 a.m.
Shuttle departs from the Thayer Hotel

8:00 - 8:45 a.m.
Orthros – Saint Basil Chapel

8:45 - 10:00 a.m.
Breakfast - Dining Room

10:00 - 11:30 a.m.
His Grace Bishop Savas – Morning 
Prayer and Bible Study

11:30 -11:45 a.m.
Coffee Break 

11:45 - 1:00 p.m.
2nd Discussion Session 

1:00 - 2:15 p.m.
Lenten Lunch - Dining Room, Main 
Building

2:30 - 3:45 p.m.
3rd Presentation 

3:45 - 4:00 p.m.
Coffee Break 

4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Reflections and wrap-up

5:00 - 6:00 p.m.
Great Vespers – Saint Basil Chapel

6:15 p.m.
Shuttle departs for the Thayer Hotel

On Thursday November 8, 
2007, The Order of Saint 
Andrew, Archons of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate in America 
hosted a luncheon and reception in 
honor of His Beatitude Theophilos 
III, Patriarch of Jerusalem. National 
Commander, Archon Aktouarios Dr. 
Anthony Limberakis was joined by 
Archon Ekdikos John Halecky and 
Archon Depoutatos Andrew Mana-
tos in hosting a private luncheon for 
the Patriarch, together with Father 
Alexander Karloutsos, the Spiritual 
Advisor to the Order of St. Andrew, 
Ambassador Archon Referendarios 
Patrick Theros and Father Mark 
Arey, Ecumenical Officer of the 
Archdiocese. 
 
After the luncheon, the Archons 
joined His Beatitude on Capitol Hill 
at the American Center for Law and 
Justice (ACLJ), a law firm and educa-
tional organization that specializes 
in constitutional law that hosted a 

reception in honor of His Beatitude. 
The ACLJ is an arm of Christian 
Advocates Serving Evangelism, Inc., 
a not-for-profit religious corporation 
dedicated to the cause of religious 
liberty. Jay Alan Sekulow, Chief 
Counsel for the American Center for 
Law and Justice (ACLJ), welcomed 
His Beatitude along with Senator 
Arlen Specter of Pennsylvania and 
Congressman Trent Franks (AZ, 2nd 
District). Numerous Archons from 
the greater Washington Metropolitan 
Area gathered to welcome and hear 
Patriarch Theophilos address them 
on issues of religious liberty and hu-
man rights.  
 
Following the Reception, His Beati-
tude was escorted by representatives 
of the Archdiocese to Dulles Interna-
tional Airport for his departure and 
return to Jerusalem. n

The Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate hosted a reception in honor of His Beatitude, Patriarch 
Theophilos of Jerusalem on November 8, 2007 in Washington DC. Pictured from left to right: Ambas-
sador Archon Referendarios Patrick Theros; Fr. Mark Arey, Ecumenical Officer of the Archdiocese; Dr. 
Anthony J. Limberakis, Archon National Commander; His Beatitude, Patriarch Theophilos of Jeru-
salem; Mr. John Halecky, Archon Ekdikos; Mr. Andrew Manatos, Archon Depoutatos; Fr. Alexander 
Karloutsos, Archon Spiritual Advisor.

Archons host His Beatitude Patriarch 
Theophilos III of Jerusalem
Washington, D.C.

Order of Saint Andrew the Apostle, Archons of the Ecumenical Patriarchate in America
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8 East 79th Street, New York, NY 10075-0106

On Sunday, January 8, 2008, His All Holiness Ecumenical 
Patriarch Bartholomew I celebrated the feast of the Theo-
phany of Our Lord Jesus Christ at the Patriarchal Cathedral 

of St. George in Istanbul, Turkey. Following the 
celebration of the Divine Liturgy, the Ecu-

menical Patriarch participated in the 
traditional blessing of waters and 

throwing of the cross in the wa-
ters of the Golden Horn.

Andrew Tzakis, Notarios
1/18/08		 Lincolnwood, IL

Vassilios Daniels, Megas Depoutatos
1/10/08 	 Flushing, NY

Leo Frangis, Archon Kastrinsios
11/14/07 	 Atlanta, GA

Gus Pallios, Depoutatos
11/05/07 	 Ceres, GA

Deno Geanakoplos, Didaskalos Tou Genous 
10/04/07 	 Hamden, CT

John Mallios, Depoutatos
9/14/07 	 New York, NY

John Kavooras, Ekdikos
9/10/07 	 Palm Beach, FL

In Memoriam May their Memory be Eternal!
Our thoughts and prayers go to the family and friends of our beloved members.

The Feast of Theophany
THE ARCHON is published quarterly 
by the Order of Saint Andrew Archons 
of the Ecumenical Patriarchate. 
Members are encouraged to submit 
material pertaining to the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate and Orthodoxy. All 
material should be typed, signed with 
name, address and phone number. 
The editor reserves the right to edit 
all material submitted for publication. 
Send to: archons@goarch.org or to 
THE ARCHON, 8 East 79th Street, New 
York, NY 10075-0106. © 2008 
 
John J. Mindala II, 
Editor & Graphic Designer 

 
ORDER OF SAINT ANDREW 
THE APOSTLE 
Archons of the 
Ecumenical Patriarchate 
8 East 79th Street 
New York, NY 10075-0106 
 
phone:	 212 570 3550 
fax:	 212 774 0214 
web:	 www.archons.org 
email:	 archons@goarch.org 

His Eminence, Archbishop Demetrios 
Exarch of the Ecumenical Patriarchate

Rev. Alexander Karloutsos 
Spiritual Advisor

Anthony J. Limberakis, M.D., 
Aktouarios,National Commander

Nicholas J. Bouras, Depoutatos 
National Vice Commander

John Halecky, Jr., Ekdikos 
Secretary

James C. Fountas, Depoutatos 
Treasurer

Christopher Stratakis, Esq., Notarios 
Legal Counselor

Christo Daphnides, Kastrinsios 
Historian

Alexander Pritsos, Hieromnimon 
Sergeant-at-Arms

Functionaries
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